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Alter Space presents Serpents of the Rainbow, an exhibition by Shiri Mordechay that marks the 
culmination of her 8-month residency in the gallery’s basement. In the tradition of Hieronymus 
Bosch, Mordechay depicts a fantastic society filled with embattled figures, animals, and natural 
forces. An exploration of the persona non grata, Serpents of the Rainbow, portrays a distorted 
utopia that both questions and refuses subjugation. Liberation from classification is essential to 
the narrative, where dragons leap off the page, and dolphins and pigs are daisy-chained in an 
almost ginger-bread fashion, dangling like clotheslines as they hatch out of eggs or spring from 
the water.	
!
Using ink, acrylic, and paper, Mordechay creates lush landscapes that live in the margin between 
painting and sculpture. Through cutting and reassembling with wire, glue, and found materials, 
she invites exploration into the dense and highly detailed surface, a contrast to her treatment of 
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the paper, which is typically raw and tattered at the edges due to violent cuts and quick-paced 
tears. It is this feverish practice that vitalizes the site-specific installation with a sense of 
harmony – a channelled dance. “I just work and work all day long because I don’t want to filter 
the imagery and ideas. I don’t edit. I want everything to pour out and onto the paper. These 
characters live with me. I have insomnia, so when I’m not drawing, they are there, speaking to 
me.” 	
!
A constellation of themes that include sexuality, death, hybrid lifeforms, romantic environments, 
and the gender spectrum are all examined through a dark, wry sensibility. Mordechay’s Serpents 
of the Rainbow captures the turbulence and tranquility that still clings to lives after a heroic 
contention with nature. Absolved or not her characters embody evolution towards a state of being 
where good and evil perpetually balance the ecosystem, wonder and turmoil reign supreme, and 
everyone exists as ruler of their own domain.	
!
Shiri Mordechay was born in Israel and raised in Nigeria, Mordechay received her BFA from the 
San Francisco Art Institute and now lives in New York. Solo exhibitions have occurred in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, New York and Italy. Mordechay describes her paintings as if the ideas 
arrive from outside and yet anyone with an eye for the grotesque and sardonic can spot the 
humor that could only be her own. Imagery seems to arrive by chance and move about within a 
pre-moral realm and conjure what Julia Kristeva calls an “oceanic feeling.”	
!
More info at: http://alterspace.co/portfolio/serpentsoftherainbow/	
!!
GALLERY HOURS	

Thursday - Saturday, 1-6 pm or by appointment	
!!
FUTURE	

October 18 - November 29  Amanda Quiroz  Enclosure: Cell Within A Cell	

December 6 - January 10   Matthew Gottschalk  The Further They Climb…The Lower We Seem	
!!!!!!!!!!!!!


