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Press release 
 
 

“40 I 10 Images Change”. Part Two of the Major Jubilee Exhibition at 
Museum Frieder Burda 
 
Duration: November 8, 2014 - February 15, 2015 
Curator: Helmut Friedel 
With works by Karin Kneffel, Neo Rauch, Markus Oehlen, Axel Hütte, Marc 
Desgrandchamps and Bill Viola, along with Pablo Picasso, Willem de Kooning, 
Gerhard Richter, Georg Baselitz and others.  
 
The Museum Frieder Burda in Baden-Baden is celebrating the tenth anniversary of 
its founding in 2014 and is marking the occasion with an exhibition presenting 
highlights of Frieder Burda’s collection, which has been steadily growing for forty years. 
Today, the collection comprises about 1,000 works of classical modernity and 
contemporary art and clearly documents the various artistic trends of the past hundred 
years. The abundance of excellent works allows the pictures to be interpreted in 
diverse ways and inspires observers to question and question again their relationships 
with one another. This critical approach forms the basis of the selection made by the 
curator and director of the museum, Helmut Friedel, for the second part of this jubilee 
exhibition, entitled “40 I 10 Images Change”.  
 
While the first presentation reflected almost 100 years of art history, the second 
show now focuses on contemporary art from the current millennium. It features 
works by Karin Kneffel, Neo Rauch, Isa Genzken, Markus Oehlen, Axel Hütte or Marc 
Desgrandchamps. But the great and renowned classics of the collection, namely Ernst 
Ludwig Kirchner, Max Beckmann, Pablo Picasso, Gerhard Richter or Georg Baselitz 
also find themselves on display again. Once again, the exhibition bends a broad arc: 
paintings and photographs, but also sculptures and a video work by Bill Viola join a 
stimulating dialogue between different eras and styles in numerous, at times 
contrastive juxtapositions. 
 
The curator explains how the picture and the pictorial repeatedly represent the centre 
of reference of all debates: “In the 20th century, there was a more intense focus on a 
worldview that questions the current reality and art at that time attempts to negate it by 
increasingly radical abstractions. Yet art is still characterised by the picture in its classic 
sense, which is still based on the assumption of an image depicting the world. Or to put 
it briefly: there is no way of putting an end to the idea of the picture as a depiction of 
something – no matter how hard anyone tries.” 
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In this light, artists of various generations and with different biographies are 
constantly and repeatedly developing new, surprising pictorial worlds in diverse, 
always individual ways: shapes, colours, volumes and bodies, sometimes 
representational, sometimes abstract, result in new pictorial solutions in the 
composition of the image as a whole. In the process, they precisely and perceptively 
reflect the effects and intentions of images; they construct or deconstruct, alienate, 
dislocate or stylise new pictorial realities. That painting remains an adequate and 
contemporary form of expression – this is something to which this exhibition bears 
testimony.  
 
The presentation of the exhibition places great emphasis on the suggestive power of 
images – especially when they interplay with sculptures. “The wealth and diversity of 
the collection thus reassert themselves and sharpen our visual experiences”, according 
to Helmut Friedel. “From Neo Rauch’s multiple figure ensembles through the 
mysterious figures of Markus Oehlen and Marc Desgrandchamps to the pathetic 
creatures in Bill Viola’s video: a look at the works of the collection from recent years 
reveals once again the complex perspectives of the figurative. Sometimes, the echo of 
reality in the image is changed by simple interventions – as, for example, with Alex 
Katz.” 

 
To mark Richard Meier’s 80th birthday, a small homage to the architect of the 
Museum Frieder Burda will be set up in the museum gallery, featuring paintings and 
sculptures from the collection whose motifs address architecture and urban space. 
Hence, interesting new relationships between works by Max Beckmann, Gerhard 
Richter, Malcolm Morley, Isa Genzken and Eberhard Havekost will emerge.  
 
 
 
Opening hours:  
Tuesday through Sunday 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  
Open on holidays except December 24 and 31 
 
Additional information and image material:  
www.museum-frieder-burda.de under “Presse”  
Please register to receive a password and gain access to the download area.  
 
Press contact:  
Kathrin Luz  
+49 (0)171 3102472  
presse@museum-frieder-burda.de 


