
  

Giuseppe Pero srl via Porro Lambertenghi 3T I-20159 Milano tel/fax +39.(0) 2.66823916  
www.giuseppepero.com - info@giuseppe pero.com p.ta IVA 08483710011 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Galleria Giuseppe Pero is pleased to announce the group show 
 

THIS IS THE WAY, STEP INSIDE! 
Marina Abramovic, Luca de Angelis, Gabriele Arruzzo, Maurizio Cannavacciuolo, Arianna Carossa, Nan 

Goldin, Fausto Gilberti, Andrea Mastrovito, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Andres Serrano, Andy Warhol. 
 

 
Just what exactly is fear?  
It is that feeling that paralyzes us, and at the same time urges us to act. That something that prompts us, on 
Sundays, to browse through the obituaries in the local newspaper, with subtle guilt-ridden satisfaction. What 
do we feel when we see a finger trail its way down a list of names on a school register? We sense an 
instrument of control. An irrational, personal sensation par excellence, one of the possible entries in the 
catalogue of phobias of each of us. The front pages of newspapers remind us every day of the fear of death, 
of contagious disease, of economic disaster, etc. Yet this emotion, for centuries, has fueled the creation of 
some of the most famous artworks.  
Churches are packed with images designed to evoke the terror of hell, displaying – with the help of the finest 
artists – a catalogue of atrocities, among the most complete in the history of masochism. Heads of prophets 
are nonchalantly offered on silver platters, angel-faced teenagers suavely drive nails into the temples of 
drowsing warriors, or knock giants to the ground with a stone to the brow. Aren’t hunting scenes, enormous 
canvases showing mountains of dead animals, or butcher shops with dangling innards and blood-stained 
aprons, all familiar sights?  
These subjects abound, in most cases, in the world’s museums; for centuries they have hung on the walls of 
homes. We have seen them at lunch and at dinner. They return again and again on the pages of the novels 
lined up on the shelves of our bookcases. Are they not, perhaps, displayed with pride? We generally refer to 
them using superlative adjectives: looking at a Judith by Caravaggio, no one would dare to display revulsion 
today. Yet the horror is clearly depicted on the face of the widow as she prepares to cut off the head of 
Holofernes. So why should a contemporary work on such a theme provoke such disdain, such a contest to 
come up with the most disparaging comparisons? Are we no longer able to interpret its content? The mass 
media painstakingly explain it all in detail, every day: every day we are confronted with antiseptic overalls, 
protocols of prevention. So why should we be amazed if we see then on canvas? Do they not attract us?  
 
The answer is simple: we are afraid. 
 
Therefore, as the Greeks already understood long before us, the only way to get to the bottom of this is to 
give a name to our fears, to bring about a catharsis and to proudly display these works in the parlor, to enjoy 
them to the fullest. 
The exhibition gathers together some of the works we have enthusiastically shown or collected or produced 
over the years, works that have triggered an opposite reaction of dismay in the viewer, to our great 
consternation. 
What we urge is to look at these works with a new gaze, to rediscover those not necessarily comforting 
aesthetic qualities that were clearly important for the artists who made them. 
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