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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
SARI DIENES: The Spirit Lives in Everything 
ADDIE HERDER: auto/mechanical 
STELLA SNEAD: With an Eye to Horizons 
 
November 20 – December 20, 2014 
 
PAVEL ZOUBOK GALLERY invites you to solo exhibitions by SARI DIENES (1898-1992), ADDIE HERDER (1920-2009) 
and STELLA SNEAD (1910-2006), three fiercely independent mixed-media artists whose distinctive creative paths 
overlapped in the storied Sherwood Studios during the 1950s and 1960s.  
 
Please join us for the opening reception on Thursday, November 20, 2014 from 6-8pm or during the run of the 
exhibition, which continues through December 20.   
 
531 West 26th Street, 2nd Floor (between 10th & 11th Avenues)  
Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 10am-6pm 
 

Everything has mind, spirit, intelligence: I honor these in everything and do not separate 
myself as a human being from them. – Sari Dienes 
 

The Spirit Lives in Everything begins with SARI DIENES’ formative Surrealist period of the 1930s and 1940s and traces 
her evolution through the 1960s, when she rejected her formal training to begin experimenting with new materials 
and techniques. The shift in her practice from painting and drawing towards “rubbings” layering urban textures, 
assemblages of found objects and all-over abstraction can be firmly located in the Sherwood Studios at 58 West 57th 
Street, a home to artists and writers since the nineteenth century.  Upon taking up residency there in 1945, Dienes 
met and began a lifelong friendship with composer John Cage and choreographer Merce Cunningham. She quickly 
established herself in the epicenter of the art world during the 1950s, influencing artists such as Robert 
Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns, Mark Rothko and Ray Johnson. Though widely exhibited during her lifetime, Dienes’ 
legacy is dominated by her powerful monoprints of subway grates and manhole covers. This exhibition articulates a 
formal sensibility that permeated all she created, tracking the development of that body of work from her early 
drawings through to exuberant explorations in mixed media. 

 
Dienes was born in Debreczen, Hungary in 1898. From 1928-1935, she moved to Paris and then London where she 
studied with Fernand Léger, Amédée Ozenfant, André Lhote and Henry Moore. In 1939, Dienes relocated to New 
York where she would remain until her death. Dienes exhibited nationally and internationally from the early 1940s, 
with notable exhibitions at Betty Parsons Gallery and A.I.R. Gallery. Her work has been included in major museum 
exhibitions, including the Museum of Modern Art, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, the Brooklyn Museum of 
Art, The Art Institute of Chicago, the Rhode Island School of Design, the Museum of Fine Arts Boston and the 
Wadsworth Atheneum.  Her recent exhibition Sari Dienes at The Drawing Center marks the first solo museum 
exhibition dedicated to the artist.  This is the artist’s first solo exhibition at Pavel Zoubok Gallery.  
 
While many of her contemporaries were filling enormous canvases with the barest of pictorial adornment, ADDIE 
HEREDER went her own way by creating complex facades and “machines” in spaces often no larger than a postcard. 



	  

	  

Herder used all manner of ephemera to create miniature architectural structures with a theatrical sense of 
atmosphere and depth.  Reflected in the dark, shadowy interiors of her paper constructions is a mechanistic 
sensibility the underlies much of her work from the 1950s and 1960s, a period that began in New York City at the 
Sherwood Studios and continued on the streets of Paris. Of the artist’s first solo exhibition at Pavel Zoubok Gallery, 
critic Roberta Smith concludes, “Herder emerges as a rarity: a kind of ventriloquist with a distinctive voice of her 
own who deserves a place in collage’s elaborate, still unfolding history.” 
 
Trained at the Tyler School in Philadelphia during the late 1930s, Addie Herder moved to New York in 1946 with her 
then-husband Milton Herder. The two opened a successful commercial design business in a large studio in the 
Sherwood building, where Herder also met and befriended fellow artists Sari Dienes and Stella Snead. After leaving 
the Sherwood Studios, Herder separated from her husband and relocated to Paris. Addie Herder’s work has been 
widely exhibited since the early 1970s and is represented in distinguished private and public collections, including 
the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, the Neuberger Museum and the Hirshorn Musuem. This is the artist’s second 
solo exhibition at Pavel Zoubok Gallery. 
 
STELLA SNEAD’s decision to become a painter during the mid-1930s marked the beginning of a long love affair with 
places unknown. While studying in her native London with Ozenfant, Snead became captivated by Surrealism’s 
fantastic imagery. During an extended hiatus from painting that began in 1950, she embarked upon a second career 
as a photographer. A long and fruitful association with India, a country whose visual culture is replete with hybrid 
imagery, reflects her continued interest in the surreal. Snead photographed oddities of Indian street life, the 
mysterious and abstract worlds formed by patterns in nature and the strange and wonderful iconography of Hindu 
sculpture. With an Eye to Horizons focuses on a series of black and white photocollages from the 1960s and 1970s, 
and finds Snead mining explicitly Surrealist territory. In these works a dream-like vision of reality emerges from the 
cutting and re-combining of her documentary photographs, setting the stage for a return to painting during the late 
1980s.  

 
Snead fled Europe in November 1939 and divided her first decade in this country between New York and Taos, New 
Mexico. From 1940-1950, Snead was the subject of eleven solo exhibitions, three in museums. Wider recognition 
returned to Snead in 2005, when her work was included in Surrealism USA, a major exhibition of American 
Surrealism at the National Academy Museum in New York, followed by subsequent exhibitions at the Wadsworth 
Atheneum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and several important gallery exhibitions of Surrealism. 
 
For images and any additional information please contact Trey Hollis at trey@pavelzoubok.com. 
	  


