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Glike Gallery is pleased to open its doors and host it’s inaugural event 
“Woodpeckers”, a group exhibition bringing three artists from three different cities 
together for this exhibition that celebrates wood as a source of inspiration. Each of these 
artists have incorporated and experimented with wood as a predominant element in their 
work. Wood is not an unusual medium for artists to choose due to it’s abundance, 
inherent beauty and manipulative qualities that it offers. Confidently, these three artists 
work to find the figurative resemblance manifest either by chipping away, adding inlay, or 
using the grain of the wood to suggest the human figure. 
  

Wood has been a significant and useful medium to express cultural identity, 
spiritual meaning or personal understanding by transforming it into a figurative object. In 
nineteenth century West Africa, figurative woodcarving became a predominant tribal art. 
There is no mistaking the energy and playfulness with which the human body is turned, 
by confident distortion, into such a rich display of imagination.  
 
 Similarly, a bold series of figure-based sculptures by Bronx artist Michael Ferris 
Jr. are featured for the first time in Los Angeles. These portraits are of people the artist 
knows and are made from reclaimed wood. The wood inlay technique he employs is 
self-invented, however, an important inspiration for his work were two Middle Eastern 
mosaic marquetry backgammon tables that were present in his childhood home outside 
of Chicago. 
 

Matt Rosenquist in his studio in Los Angeles carves directly into blocks of wood 
often allowing the wood itself to suggest the form. Popular motifs are investigated from 
“Brawny Man” to personal companions like “Olaf” his dog of 12 years. Rosenquist uses 
wit and humor to guide his figurative distortions. Other sculptures like “Suburban Punk 
Girl” reflects the artist’s nostalgia for teen defiance. 
 
 The wood panels of Israeli born Cleveland resident Gadi Zamir are embellished 
with intricate carvings, wood burnings and dyes with added paint. Shifts in scale and 
active compositions result in surreal and playful worlds. Gadi uses biblical and universal 
metaphors as themes for his work such as “Caught Between Life and Death”.  
 
“Woodpeckers” will run until January 4th, 2015. Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Sunday 11 – 6 
pm. 
 
For more information and images, please contact the gallery at orrin@cpgroup.us or 
Orrin Addis at 626-310-2887 and www.glikegallery.com. 


