
Giacomo Guidi is proud to present the first solo exhibition in Rome by Dutch artist Jan van der 

Ploeg. The exhibition will take place in the first room, which will house a wall painting and a 

selection of recent works on canvas by Van der Ploeg. The experience will be completed by the 

artist only in the final days of the show, when a series of wall paintings will transform the corridors 

of the space of Largo Cristina di Svezia.

Jan van der Ploeg has begun to use the ‘Grip’ pattern for his works since 1997. This motif is a 

ready-made in the form of a horizontal, long rectangle with rounded corners, derived from the 

hand-holes in the cardboard boxes used for removals. It is essential for the artist that this is an 

easily recognised everyday form that he can shift into the context of painting, without making any 

changes. Grip is only the starting point, the module. Van der Ploeg uses it from the murals realised 

according to structural conditions it encounters, until the panel paintings, small and intimate works.

The first Grips by Van der Ploeg appear in 1997 on the walls of palaces and courtyards in Amsterdam, 

conceived as figures, faces or schematised punctuation marks, with the same features of ‘tags’. 

His work is related to the Neoplasticism of Piet Mondrian and the De Stijl movement of Theo van 

Doesburg. In the context of the gallery, the space of intentional viewing, Van der Ploeg’s paintings 

evince a dissimilar effect. With the same dedication to form, the same repetitious vocabulary, 

the work unmasks the limitations of the viewing-space. Here the wall paintings solely evoke their 

concreteness. Their reality is conveyed in the line, colour and surface of the works. 

Where, in public places, abstraction takes on social and political particularities, the wall paintings 

in the gallery formally negotiate the prosthetic of the space itself.

He has painted all the walls of a classical interior in the Charlottenborg Exhibition Hall in Copenhagen 

with an oversize brick pattern, producing a work that in a certain sense has a figurative effect and 

makes a direct comment on the surrounding space By stacking five coloured stripes one above 

the other in a long, narrow corridor in the Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen in Rotterdam, he 

managed to evoke a thoroughly new sense of space among the museum’s visitors.  In his wallwork 

for the Hammer Museum (January-June 2007, Los Angeles), Van der Ploeg has created not a 

pattern in the sense discussed above, but rather a heightened interplay of several colourful grips, 

which take up the position of large organic entities. They lack the pronounced horizontality and 

verticality sanctioned by the tradition of Mondrian and are instead floating, falling, toppling, and 

diving-painterly volumes that move in search of balance within the painterly space, a painterly 

space that is in turn situated within the context of an architectural space. 

Jan van der Ploeg (Netherlands, 1959) lives and works in Amsterdam. He studied at the Gerrit 

Rietveld Academie in Amsterdam (1982-1983) and then a year at the Croydon College of Art in 

London. From 1983 to 1985 he attended the Rijksakademie in Amsterdam. Van der Ploeg was the 

winner in 1990 of the Royal Award for Modern Painting in the Netherlands.

Solo and group exhibitions: The Dunedin Public Art Gallery, Dunedin, New Zealand, the Hammer 

Museum in Los Angeles, USA, Mercedes Benz Showroom Gallery in Berlin and Monaco, Germany, 

Mexico Zona Maco Contemporary Art in Oaxaca, Mexico.

Collections: Daimler Art Collection, Berlin, Germany, Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen in 

Rotterdam, the Netherlands, the Ministry of Finance in The Hague, the Netherlands, the Dutch 

Embassy in London, United Kingdom.
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