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Cup or Lovers 
11 January – 15 February 2015 
 
Park View, Los Angeles 
Hours: Thursday - Sunday 1 – 6 p.m. 
 
Reception for the artist: 11 January, 4 - 7 p.m. 
 
Park View is proud to announce "Cup or Lovers," a solo exhibition of new 
sculptural works by the Los Angeles-based artist Mark A. Rodriguez, his first with 
the gallery.  An opening reception will be held on January 11 from 4-7pm, and the 
exhibition will run through February 15.  "Cup or Lovers" marks the beginning of 
a cycle of exhibitions in which Rodriguez positions the studio and his artistic 
output within the context of the consumer-industrial sector, exacting stylized, 
humor-laden works that yield multivalent narratives about value, purpose, need, 
and desire that underscore our relationships to everyday objects. 
 
Relaying this allegory of production from a domestic point-of-view, Rodriguez's 
installation features a spare number of wall-mounted and floor-based sculptures 
inspired by home furnishings and décor.  His works look like functional lamps, 
table legs, and business trophies, which project ambiguous use-values as 
utilitarian objects, unassembled furniture, or cherished keepsakes. Each 
comprises an assemblage of industrial materials and found objects – copper, 
steel, oak, aluminum, pennies, puzzles, and life insurance advertisements – that 
have been delicately repurposed, upcycled, and combined, forming poetic 
complexes that bear paradoxical socio-economic meanings. Arranged by a unique 
and comedic syntax historically linked to Minimalism and Pop, the works 
together resound with a host of potential interpretations that mirror the viewer's 
own subjectivity with respect to value systems and hierarchies of style and taste. 
 
By displaying sibling lamps and business trophy works here, Rodriguez suggests 
an artistic strategy grounded in repetition, where multiple works of similar types 
appear and reappear in subsequent exhibitions, accumulating like surplus objects 
of a product line within an artist's studio, showroom, or storage unit. In 
alignment with seemingly parasitic strains of historical Conceptualism, 
Rodriguez's scene may be read as a repository of inventory, matter-of-factly 
adopting the structural and market-based quasi-logics of 21st-century 
manufacture. 
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Mark A. Rodriguez was born in 1982 in Chicago, Illinois.  He received his MFA 
from California College of the Arts, San Francisco, in 2006 and his BA from 
Beloit College in 2004. His works have been exhibited in solo projects and group 
exhibitions at metro pcs, Los Angeles, CA; Gridspace, Brooklyn, NY; Roberts & 
Tilton, Los Angeles, CA; Lisa Cooley, New York, NY; Night Gallery, Los Angeles, 
CA; and the Berkeley Art Museum, Berkeley, CA, among others. He lives and 
works in Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
Gallery hours: Thursday – Sunday 1 - 6 p.m. 
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