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heart in throat, head in hands; tongue in knots, heart on sleeve: 

Installation by Elisabeth Higgins O’Connor 
 

Suyama Space presents Elisabeth Higgins O’Connor with her site-specific 

installation, heart in throat, head in hands; tongue in knots, heart on sleeve, 

continuing through April 25, 2015.   

Built from discarded upholstered furniture, bedding and sundry household 

fabrics, Elisabeth Higgins O’Connor occupies the entirety of Suyama Space with her 

installation of large-scale obliquely narrative, figurative/animal-ish forms. Walking a 

narrow line between tenderness and the grotesque, pathos and absurdity, fatigue 

and resilience, accretion and loss, vulnerability and resourcefulness, these themes 

mash up with her interest in posture, gesture, and the rendering of 

expressions.  Wooden armatures are laden with found cardboard, paper, paint, 

matte medium and held together with drywall screws. Much of her material is 

scavenged or found; the bed sheets and blankets are from thrift stores; and she 



appreciates the embedded concepts these cast-off domestic textiles carry: comfort, 

childhood, familial history, birth, death, sex, and dreamtime. 

 

The art activity of Elisabeth Higgins O’Connor, currently a resident of Sacramento, 

California, has centered primarily in California since the mid-1990s. She received 

her B.F.A. from California State University, Long Beach in 1995; and her M.F.A. 

from the University of California, Davis in 2005. She has shown extensively up and 

down the west coast of California in solo and group exhibitions, as well as several in 

the midwest, including The John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

Upcoming solo exhibitions include the Society for Contemporary Craft in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery and Weber State University, 

Utah. Grants, fellowships and awards include a 2005 Joan Mitchell Foundation 

M.F.A. Fellowship; multiple research and graduate fellowships from the University of 

California, Davis in 2004 and 2003; and a 2012 Artist-in-Residence Award from 

Bemis Center for Contemporary Art in Omaha, Nebraska. Elisabeth has taught 

studio art classes at CSU Long Beach and UC Davis and currently teaches drawing 

and sculpture at Sacramento City College.  www.elisabethhigginsoconnor.net/  

 

This exhibit is made possible through funding from 4Culture/King County Lodging 

Tax Fund and Suyama Space Friends.  Suyama Space is a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization and is in compliance with the 504/ADA Assurance for people with 

disabilities. The gallery is centrally located between Battery and Bell Streets in 

Belltown at 2324 Second Avenue, Seattle.  Regular gallery hours are Monday 

through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Admission is free to the public.  

For more information: 
Contact Beth Sellars [206.256.0809] or bethsellars@comcast.net 
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