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M A C H I N E  
7 January  to  17  February  2015  

  

Opening Reception 

22 January, Thursday 

6 – 9 pm 

Walkthrough 

Fri, 23 Jan 

2.30 – 3 pm 

& 

Sun, 25 Jan 

2 – 2.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
Li Shurui, 2014, Home Made series No.5, 

acrylic on canvas, 90 x 90 cm 
Zeng Hong, 2010, Apartment Building 8, 

acrylic on canvas, 65 x 80 cm 

 
 

Singapore, December 2014 ---- Galerie Steph is privileged to present Machine, a group exhibition of 
six young Chinese artists who are at the forefront of the new generation and possess great artistic and 
technical prowess. The artists are Chen Jie, Li Shurui, Tao Hui, Wan Yang, Zeng Hong and Zhou Siwei. The 
exhibition is on view from 7 January to 17 February and will feature paintings and new media works 
displayed in an installation. The gallery will host an opening reception on 22 January, Thursday, from 6 to 9 
pm. 
 

The artists use a wide range of strategies in their investigation into the multiple meanings of 
machine. They employ mechanical processes in their working methods, exploring how machines like 
computers, plotting tools, charge-coupled devices, wireless routers and airbrushes aid in production, 
information processing and creating provocative and evocative works. 
 

Their works are a self-conscious reflection of the mechanisation of the artist’s body and labour. In the 
works of these artists in particular, especially with their rigid rules and tedious process, machine is a 
metaphor highlighting repetitive movement, restraint, self-control, and the eventual disappearance of the 
artist’s identity into their artwork.  

 
This struggle between humanism and modernism extends beyond just the personal. Similarly, 

through the works, we can also extract other metaphors from the machine-object for the modern city life, 
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such as the effects of technology on relationships, globalisation and the potential for creativity and duplicity, 
the abundance and monotony of industrialisation, and hegemonic thinking with its manufacturing of persons. 
 

Chen Jie, Li Shurui, Tao Hui, Wan Yang, Zeng Hong and Zhou Siwei graduated from Sichuan Fine 
Arts Institute and are currently based in Beijing. They have exhibited extensively across various venues in 
China, including Long March Space, White Space Beijing, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Today Art 
Museum and Chengdu Biennale, and their works have travelled to Miami, Basel, Seoul, Sao Paulo, Dubai, 
Brisbane, Sydney, Turin and Milan.  

 
 

 
Chen Jie, 2014, Limited Painting 2014002, oil painting, 80 x 80 cm 

 
 
About Galerie Steph 
Singapore native Stephanie Tham founded Galerie Steph in July 2007 to showcase both modern European 
masters and contemporary Asian artists. Since its founding, Galerie Steph has presented numerous 
exhibitions featuring Pablo Picasso, Joan Miro, Henri Matisse, Marc Chagall, Fernando Botero, Mithu Sen, 
Nobuyoshi Araki and others. Stephanie was educated at Christie’s New York and developed professional 
expertise at leading New York galleries before returning to Singapore to establish Galerie Steph. In 2004, 
Stephanie helped organise Fernando Botero’s first-ever Singapore exhibition and is an expert on his 
paintings and sculptures. 
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