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OU Art Museum Opens Harold Stevenson Exhibition 
 
NORMAN, OKLA. — A new exhibition of 
works by Oklahoma artist Harold Stevenson 
recently opened at the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of 
Art on the University of Oklahoma Norman 
campus. The Nature of Man: Paintings and 
Drawings by Harold Stevenson went on display 
Nov. 11 and features 21 works donated to the 
museum in 2013 by Ross Dugan Jr. in memory of 
his parents, Ross F. and Mary Y. Dugan. 
 
“This new exhibition gives us the opportunity to 
honor two men,” said Mark White, the interim 
director and Eugene B. Adkins Curator at the 
Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art. “Harold Stevenson has been contributing to the 
oeuvre of Oklahoma artists since mid-century, and Mr. Dugan’s generous 
contribution of Stevenson’s works bolsters the museum’s holdings by this 
important artist. We are grateful for the gift and are excited to exhibit one of 
Oklahoma’s best-known and loved artists.” 
 
The Nature of Man explores Stevenson’s investigation of masculinity from his 
early career in the 1960s to more recent works from the 1990s. The male body in 
Stevenson’s works represents variously an expression of eroticism or memory or 
a reference to art history. For example, Bandits is based on an old photograph, 
while Don’s Landscape is a tribute to a family member and his love of nature. 
 
In other works, Stevenson associates the contours of the body with the 
topography of landscape or the lines of an ancient vase to suggest the inherent 
beauty of the human form. 
 



Stevenson was born in Idabel, Oklahoma, in 1929 and briefly studied at OU 
before leaving for New York City in 1949. Largely self-taught, he entered the 
circle of Alexander Iolas and the Hugo Gallery shortly after his arrival in the city. 
Iolas introduced him to notable artists and patrons but also to another aspiring 
artist – Andy Warhol. 
 
“Stevenson’s work focuses on naturalistic yet simplified depictions of the human 
body and frequently uses a monumental scale and unconventional or unusual 
perspectives,” White said. “This approach challenged the critical supremacy of 
non-objective abstraction in the 1950s, making Stevenson’s work retardataire by 
some standards and subversive by others.” 
 
Dugan, an Idabel-born designer, met Stevenson in high school. The two became 
close friends and continue that friendship today. In fact, Stevenson’s artwork is 
tied directly to Dugan’s family. 
 
“My father was the first to buy one of Harold’s paintings,” Dugan said. “I think 
he was in the eighth grade. He bought a very small painting of a cabin in the 
woods, which existed behind our high school. It still hangs in my brother’s 
home.” 
 
After high school, Dugan earned a bachelor of art’s degree in architecture from 
Notre Dame and a master’s degree from the University of California, Berkeley, 
then served in the Air Force for three years during the Korean conflict. For 25 
years, he worked in San Francisco designing high-rise buildings, then another 15 
years designing interior spaces for residences and executive offices. In 2013, he 
returned to Idabel to be close to his brother and family. 
 
Dugan’s parents were known well in the Idabel community. His father ran a 
lumber mill, and his mother helped in the mill’s office and the school’s PTA. 
Upon his return to the community, Dugan decided to give his collection of 
Stevenson’s works, which he’d collected over several decades, to OU in their 
honor. 
 
“I felt like I owed so much to them,” Dugan said. “Since my dad was one of the 
first to recognize Harold’s talent, I thought it was appropriate. Three of my 
siblings went to OU, Harold went there for part of this schooling, and I felt like 
his artwork belonged in Oklahoma and at the university. I’m so pleased that the 
university chose to do this exhibition.” 
 
Stevenson frequently exhibited alongside the Pop artists, including the 1962 
landmark show at the Sidney Janis Gallery, The New Realists. His fame grew in 
the 1960s and, in 1966, he received a grant from the Jackson-Iolas Gallery, owned 
by Brooks Jackson and Iolas, to return to his hometown of Idabel to paint 



portraits of the local residents. He began in April and over the summer he often 
painted a portrait a day, focusing exclusively on the face. Despite the attention to 
the distinctive individuality of each sitter, he refused to identify them by name in 
the title. Stevenson desired each person to be totally anonymous and act as a sort 
of Everyman to viewers. 
 
This project, titled Great Society, resulted in 100 large-scale paintings of Idabel 
and McCurtain County residents, a collection of works Stevenson eventually 
gave to the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art in 2007. It has been on display, in whole 
and in part, several times and has been a popular installation in the past. 
 
As Stevenson’s career matured, he became increasingly interested in 
representations of the ideal male anatomy in Greek vases and Roman sculpture. 
and, by the 1980s, the nude dominated his work. His series, The Companions of 
Alexander, uses the style of Athenian vase painting to depict imagined portraits 
of Alexander’s male escorts. Drawing upon art history, Stevenson explored how 
the representation of eroticism and sexuality in Greek culture has informed 
contemporary definitions. 
 
Because of the subject matter of the exhibition, The Nature of Man may not be 
suitable for viewers of all ages. The exhibition is on display through March 15, 
2015. 
 
The Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art is located in the OU Arts District on the corner 
of Elm Avenue and Boyd Street, at 555 Elm Ave., on the OU Norman campus. 
The museum is closed on Mondays. Information and accommodations on the 
basis of disability are available by calling (405) 325-4938 or visiting 
www.ou.edu/fjjma. 
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IMAGE CUTLINE 
 
The Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art recently opened The Nature of Man: Paintings 
and Drawings by Harold Stevenson, an exhibition that features 21 works recently 
given to the museum. Stevenson is an Idabel, Oklahoma, artist who gained 
popularity in the 1960s while exhibiting alongside famous Pop artists. Works like 
Bandits, a 1958 painting, were given to the museum in 2013 by Idabel designer 
Ross Dugan, Jr., in memory of his parents, Ross F. Dugan and Mary Y. Dugan. 
 
 
Harold Stevenson (U.S., b. 1929) 
Bandits, 1958 
Oil on canvas, 34 ¾ x 40 ¾ in. 



From the collection of Ross Dugan Jr., donated in 2013 in memory of his parents, 
Ross F. Dugan and Mary Y. Dugan. 


