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“The fact remains that Orientalism has greatly enriched Polish culture,  

rendering it more colourful, more diverse, and  
more intriguing –in a word, brighter.”  

Prof. Dr. Tadeusz Majda 
 

 

On the occasion of the 600th anniversary of  
Polish-Turkish diplomatic relations: 

 
“Orientalism in Polish Art” 

 
24 October 2014 - 18 January 2015 

 

 
Suna and İnan Kıraç Foundation Pera Museum’s fall exhibition presented on the 
occasion of the 600th anniversary of Polish-Turkish diplomatic relations “Orientalism 
in Polish Art” highlights the orientalist trend in Polish painting, as well as drawings 
and engravings, and is on view between 24 October 2014 and 18 January 2015. 
 
Curated by Prof. Dr. Tadeusz Majda and organized with the support of the 
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland, in 
collaboration with the National Museum in Warsaw, the exhibition covers a wide 
period from the 17th to the 19th centuries. Among others, the exhibition includes 
drawings by Jan Christian Kamsetzer of his Turkish travels, as well as oriental 
scenes by artists like Żmurko and Brandt. The artworks exemplify topics related to 
the Ottoman world, and to a lesser extent, the Near East and Egypt. 
 
The term Orientalism refers to a cultural current in Europe centered on an interest in 
the cultures of the East, manifesting itself in art, architecture, music, literature, and 
the theatre. In the specific case of Poland, interest in the Orient goes all the way back 
to medieval times and was a natural result of her geographic location, which 
rendered Poland particularly susceptible to influences from the East. In the 19th 
century, Poland’s own history of interactions with the East provided the main 
wellspring of Orientalism in Polish art. All and sundry equestrian types, Arabian 
horses, generic skirmishes in the southeastern steppes and great historic battles 
were depicted many times by many able artists. 
 
One section of the exhibition is dedicated to Stanisław Chlebowski, the court artist 
of Sultan Abdülaziz.  Works by other artists who had visited Turkey, among them 
Jan Matejko, Wacław Pawliszak, Jan Ciągliński, and Jacek Malczewski, are also 
included. Selected from the collections of Polish institutions ranging from the 
National Museums in Warsaw, Kraków, Poznań, and Wrocław, the University 
Library in Warsaw, to Royal Łazienki Museum, the exhibition brings together over 
180 art works.  
 
This exhibition is presented on the occasion of the 600th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between Poland and Turkey. Pera Museum in collaboration with culture.pl, 
a platform of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute for promoting Polish culture in the 
international area, will be presenting several key events throughout the year 2014.  
http://turkiye.culture.pl/ 
 
The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue published by Pera Museum. 
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Prof. Dr. Tadeusz Majda 
 
Born in 1930, Prof. Dr. Tadeusz Majda studied and conducted his research on Turkish, 
Persian and Arabic languages and culture at Faculty of Oriental Studies University of Warsaw 
between 1951-1956. The exhibitions that Polish Turkologist Prof. Majda has curated or 
advised include: “Turkish Textiles in Polish Collections” in Warsaw 1983, “Islamic Art in 
National Museum in Warsaw” in Warsaw 1991, “Indian Moghul Miniatures from Delhi National 
Museum” in Warsaw 1993, “Persian Qajar Art in Polish Collections” in Kozlowka Palace 1996 
“War and Peace. Ottoman-Polish Relations in the 15th-19th Centuries” in Istanbul 1999, in 
Warsaw 2000, “Masterpieces of Persian Art in Polish Collections” in Warsaw and Cracow 
2002, “Orientalism in Polish Painting, Drawing and Engraving” in Warsaw 2008, in Szczecin 
2009, “Distant Neighbour Close Relations” in Istanbul 2014 
 
About Pera Museum 
 
The Pera Museum in Istanbul was inaugurated in 2005.  Funded by the Suna and Ínan Kıraç 
Foundation, this private museum is in the historic Tepebaşı quarter of the city, and the 
building, originally the famous Bristol Hotel, has been transformed into an impressive suite of 
galleries across several floors housing both the Foundation’s permanent collection and 
hosting a program of national and international loan exhibitions. This program of activity and 
its successful collaboration with many international art institutions has ensured that the Pera 
Museum has become a leading cultural center in Istanbul 
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