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The Photographers’ Gallery presents Anima and The Widest Prairies, the first UK 

solo exhibition by Dutch artist Charlotte Dumas. 

 
Dumas’ compelling images of animals aim to provoke subtle relationships between 
the viewers and the subject, presenting them as catalysts for our emotions. Her 
tender portrayals express a vulnerability that is as much about the human 
onlookers as the animals.  
 
Dumas’ practice often focuses on working animals - dogs and horses - whose social 
function is dutiful and tightly interwoven with human life. This exhibition features 
her first moving image work Anima (2012) alongside selected photographs from 
her latest series The Widest Prairies (2013). 
 
Anima, Latin for soul, is a contemplative video of the caisson burial horses of 
Arlington National Cemetery in the United States. Performing a long held tradition, 
these horses carry the caskets of members of the armed services to be buried with 
full honours. Inspired by the high respect war horses are held in by soldiers, 
composition and lighting of the piece evokes classical 17th century Dutch 
portraiture both in style and tone. Anima features an intimate view of the horses, 
capturing their imposing physiques as they drift in and out of sleep. Dipped in low 
light, surrounded by wood and hay and filmed in near stillness, we watch the 
horses as - overwhelmed by exhaustion - they slowly lose consciousness.  
 
The Widest Prairies focuses on the wild horses of Dayton, Nevada, famed as one of 
the first settlements of the gold rush in the West. These horses once symbolised the 
freedom, possibilities and dreams associated with the American West but now, 
much like this faded ideal, their very existence is under threat from changing 
political and economic conditions.  
 
This series of photographic encounters depicts the horses as part of a shifting 
landscape, exposing their resilient and wild character.  Pictured as Nomadic 
drifters, they visit towns and trailer parks in search of food and water.  Some are 
held in captivity after they are rounded up and taken to correctional centers where 
they are tamed and trained by inmates. Dumas also observed groups of horses in 
corrals, photographing them in profile, seemingly lost in contemplation during rare 
moments where they would allow her to come closer.  
  
Both bodies of work examine the physical and emotional planes shared by humans 
and animals. They offer reflective portrayals of the animal psyche, yielding a 
psychological depth and solace through which the viewer’s own feelings can be 
mirrored.  
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Notes for Editors 
 
Charlotte Dumas 
Charlotte Dumas (b. 1977, Netherlands) published several small books of the different portrait 
series. Each book represents a touchstone of her work. Her publications include Day is Done 
(2005) presenting the Roman army horses; Reverie (2006) a collection of wolf portraits; Palermo 
7 (2006) showing race horses of Paris and Palermo; India (2008) a portrait of blind tiger and 
Heart Shaped Hole (2008) an account of the stray dogs of Palermo. Repose appeared 
subsequently with her shows at FO.KU.S Austria and Julie Saul Gallery in 2010. Her latest book is 
titled Retrieved and focuses on the remaining surviving search dogs that searched the sites of the 
WTC and the Pentagon after the 9/11 attacks. www.charlottedumas.nl 
 
 
The Photographers’ Gallery 
The Photographers’ Gallery opened in 1971 in Great Newport Street, London, as the UK’s first 
independent gallery devoted to photography. It was the first public gallery in the UK to exhibit 
many key names in international photography, including Juergen Teller, Robert Capa, Sebastião 
Salgado and Andreas Gursky. The Gallery has also been instrumental in establishing 
contemporary British photographers, including Martin Parr and Corinne Day. In 2009, the 
Gallery moved to 16 - 18 Ramillies Street in Soho, the first stage in its plan to create a 21st century 
home for photography. Following an eighteen month long redevelopment project, it reopened to 
the public in 2012. The success of The Photographers’ Gallery over the past four decades has 
helped to establish photography as a recognised art form, introducing new audiences to 
photography and championing its place at the heart of visual culture.  
www.thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
 
Anima and The Widest Prairies is generously supported by Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands and the Mondriaan Fund 
 
 

Visitor Information 
Opening times: Monday - Saturday, 10:00 - 18:00, Thursdays, 10:00 - 20:00, 
Sunday 11:30 - 18:00 
Admission: free 
Address: 16-18 Ramillies Street, London W1F 7LW 
Nearest London Underground Station: Oxford Circus 
T: + 44 (0)20 7087 9300 
E: info@tpg.org.uk 
W: thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
 
Press information 
For further press information and to request images please contact: 
Inbal Mizrahi on +44 (0)20 7087 9333 or email inbal.mizrahi@tpg.org.uk 
 
 

 


