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Gaston Zvi Ickowicz's artistic practice focused, until recently, on still photography. 

In many of his previously exhibited works, landscape imagery appeared as a 

representation of place, and as seemingly unrelated to any particular political stance. In 

these works Ickowicz fused, with great talent, the conventions of the distant typological 

gaze with the close observation of an object in nature. A small number of these 

photographs included human figures, who were engaged, in most cases, in performing a 

specific action. His portraits, such as the ones included in the series "Settlement," were 

all taken from a frontal perspective; like his portrayal of the surrounding landscape, his 

portrayal of these figures contains no explicit criticism. 

'Everyday Ceremonies' is Ickowicz's first solo exhibition at Hezi Cohen Gallery. It 

features a single video work that evolved out of a series of medium-format still 

photographs, which continued to guide him as the work developed: a path extends 

across the frame, and a series of figures is seen walking along it. An olive-tree grove 

appears in the background, separated from the path by a stretch of scorched earth. The 

place itself remains unidentified, yet its characteristics are familiar to local viewers. 

Ickowicz's interest in this site was unrelated to any prior knowledge concerning 

the destination of the figures walking along the path; rather, it was awakened by the ritual 

quality of the scene – an orderly, focused action unfolding in a no-man's-land devoid of 

any built structures, definitions, or signs of ownership. Later on, Ickowicz learned that this 

path leads from the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood to the offices of the Israeli Ministry of 

the Interior in East Jerusalem. The seemingly a-political sphere was thus burdened, 

following this discovery, by the charge of a specific place and time. The terrain, which 

appears to be governed by no visible rules or laws, was revealed to be one shaped by 

the logic of the constant, disciplined movement of numerous individuals. 

The initial process of creating still photographs led Ickowicz to realize that he 

must deconstruct his process of observation and create two parallel spheres: a visual 

sphere that captures the action of walking, and an audial sphere that captures the 

sounds accompanying this action. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The medium of video enabled Ickowicz to capture the soft movement of the 

yellowing grass stirring in the wind, which stands out in contrast to the heavy footsteps of 

the passersby, as well as the dynamics created among the people walking along the 

path. 

'Everyday Ceremonies' constitutes a natural development of Ickowicz's concern 

with questions of local space, conflict, culture, and history. Viewers are invited to observe 

the work on two levels – that of an encounter with a familiar landscape and the enigmatic 

action unfolding within it, and that of an awareness that all roads, including the one 

before them, eventually lead to the Ministry of the Interior. 
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Everyday Ceremonies, 2013, video, 80 min. 

Video editing: Avi Levi, sound editing: Rotem Dror 


