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‘’The work is a really glorious set of creations, surprising because at first glance it is not apparent 
just how artful the work is, but the longer one engages with the pieces, the more there is to 
discover about subtleties, layers, and depth.’’ 

Jessica Kubzansky 

Manhattan, NY, January 2015: Causey Contemporary is pleased to announce, Accidental 
Orientalist,, an exhibition by John O’Brien, from February 4th to March 2nd.  
An artist's reception will be held on February 6th from 6 - 8 pm. 
 
Accidental Orientalist will feature a selection of new paintings on aluminum mounted photographs 
and sculptures incorporating a mix of steel, copper, aluminum, wood, acrylic paint and ink. 

Exploring the core concerns within his practice of the relationships between recognizable and 
abstract elements and the nature of memory in time, the Accidental Orientalist ensemble is based 
on slides of Japan which were taken by his father in the mid 1950's before the artist was born 
there. He deploys the misunderstanding of orientalism (a mis-perception of the east on the part of 
the west) as away of entering into a past, a foreign land where he was both born and lived for 3 
years and a stylistic continuum that is both his and not his. 

John's art reflects his investigations and interest in how abstraction relates to those like him (now 
called adult third culture kids) who while being from one culture are born into another and have 
lived outside of their birth culture a significant part of their developmental life. O'Brien was born to 
American parents in Japan where he lived for 3 years and then moved to Italy between the ages 
of 13 and 28 before returning to the US. He currently oscillates between Los Angeles California 
and Umbria, Italy. 

About John O’Brien 

John O’Brien was born in Sagamihara, Japan; he currently lives and works in Los Angeles, 
California and Umbria, Italy . His work has appeared in group and solo exhibitions throughout the 
USA and Italy at such locales as the Pasadena Museum of Contemporary Art, The Santa Monica 
Museum of Art, Laguna Museum of Art, theFresno Art Museum, the Cheney Cowles Museum in 
Spokane, WA, The San Diego Art Institute, LMU, Los Angeles,Arkansas State University, The Print 
Club, Philadelphia PA Les Atelier Nadar , Marseille France, Museo Archeologico di amelia, Italy, 
Museo d’Arte Moderna e dell’Informzione, Senigallia, Italy;Museo Del Municipio, Val Topino, Italy, 
the Palazzo DuCale , Gubbio, Italy, Chateau Chropyne Kromeriz, Czech Republic, Academia 
Raffaello, Urbino, Italy; and the Istituto Nazionale per la Grafica, Rome, Italy. 

Additionally, he has curated some 40 exhibitions in California, Italy and the Netherlands. John has 
created public works for the Warner Center, The Westwood Branch Library, The Sepulveda Park 



West, The Mr Vista Branch Library, The MTA at Balboa Station in Los Angeles, Habitat 825 
Residence in West Hollywood, The Judge John Aiso Plaza in Lost Angeles, and The Caltech 
Analemmatic Sun Dial. 

As well as being a working artist, John finds time to work as a critic and writer for Artillery 
Magazine, Sculpture Magazine, Tema Celeste, ArtScene, World Art, and Art in America among 
other publications. 


