
EXHIBITION PRIVATE VIEW AND 
PERFORMANCE FROM BOB AND ROBERTA  
SMITH PLAYING SLIDE GUITAR WITH A 
PAIR OF PLIERS
Thursday 22 January, 6 -9pm
Performance 7.30pm

RSVP 
press@workgallery.co.uk

FAMILY DAYS:

JOIN ARTIST-EDUCATOR CONNI ROSEWARNE  
FOR AN AFTERNOON OF ART-MAkING 
EXPLORING AND MIXING UP COLOUR IN 
EVERYDAY PUBLIC SPACES. AGES 7-12.

Saturday 24 January 1-2.30pm
Saturday 22 February 1-2.30pm

FREE 
booking essential
info@workgallery.co.uk

10A Acton Street, London, WC1X 9NG  
00 44 (0)207 713 5097 
info@workgallery.co.uk   
www.workgallery.co.uk

PRESS RELEASE
WhAT WAS i ThiNkiNG?
Franko B, Mel Brimfield, Afshin Dehkordi, Neil Gall, Rut Blees Luxemburg, 
Zadoc Nava, Lucy + Jorge Orta, Bob and Roberta Smith.

23 january–7 march 2015

What Was I Thinking? brings together a selection of artists who have 
collaborated with Black Dog Publishing over the years. The title of the 
exhibition is taken from that of a painting by Bob and roberta Smith. 
characteristically direct, the question is left open-ended; a self-interrogation 
or a reflection. Echoing the diversity of both WOrK Gallery and Black Dog 
Publishing’s history the selected works exhibit multiple narratives yet all  
turn towards a public space, inviting a moment of reflection or an action  
that disrupts the norm.

Together the works that form this exhibition make announcements, challenge 
the status quo and question the architecture of the public realm. Bob and 
roberta Smith’s Artists Are More Important Than Docters,  Policemen, 
Firemen and the Army, rubs up against rut Blees Luxemburg’s lonely 
microphone under a geodesic dome, waiting for an address that is at once 
over and has yet to come. Franko B’s neon work Even the Loser has a Good 
Time at the Party, is a blazing trace of refused public funding, yet Lucy 
+ jorge Orta’s Pintura por metro, conceived at a moment of widespread 
censorship in 1970s argentina, was constructed so as to be hidden from 
view when necessary. a photograph of mel Brimfield’s performative practice, 
executed in the white cube, speaks of domesticity and gender politics, whilst 
neil Gall transforms domestic waste found in the street into an abstract 
recollection of a city. Zadoc nava and afshin Dehkordi bring us to Iran, the 
former addressing fading political murals against Brutalist buildings, the 
latter exploring public and private ownership within the country.

What Was I Thinking? as an exhibition has its own announcement to make; 
from Spring 2015 WOrK will be separating from Black Dog Publishing, 
becoming its own not-for-profit entity. Building on its innovative exhibition 
programme to incorporate emerging artists and extend its events to include 
work with local schools and communities, the move is part of redefining 
WOrK’s identity as a public space. This exhibition is a statement of intent, a 
parting song from Black Dog and importantly, as all work in the exhibition 
will be for sale, a fundraising effort for the future of the gallery. 

WORk



PRESS 
RELEASE
WhAT WAS i 
ThiNkiNG?

23 january–7 march 2015

Franko B (b 1960) is a multi-disciplinary artist practice touches on drawing, 
installation, video, sculpture and performance and is concerned with beauty 
and suffering alike. his work has been exhibited nationally and internationally  
and can be found in public and private collections across the world. 

afshin Dehkordi (b 1975) studied mathematics at university college London 
and Economics at harvard. he has exhibited internationally, and cultivates his 
artistic practice alongside award-winning work for the BBc. Dehkordi’s work 
is included in Black Dog Publishing’s contemporary art in The middle East.

neil Gall (b 1967) is enjoying a burgeoning international reputation. Gall employs  
variety of techniques, including modelling, assemblage and photography. he 
uses unconventional materials such as duct tape, plasticine and wire to create 
sculptures that form the basis for his haunting, complex paintings.

rut Blees Luxemburg’s (b 1967) photographic work explores the public spaces of 
cities, where the ambitions and unexpected sensual elaborations of the ‘modern 
project’ are revealed. In so doing she brings to light the overlooked, the dismissed 
and the unforeseen and creates uncanny and vertiginous compositions whose 
constituent parts suggest different ways of experiencing our shared common spaces.

Zadoc nava (b 1964) is an independent filmmaker and photographer. his 2011 series 
Shadowlands documented on life on the streets of Tehran, surveying the separate 
but parallel existence of men and women within Iranian society, the tension between 
modernity and tradition and revealing an atmosphere of disquiet and uncertainty. 

Lucy + jorge Orta (b 1966 and 1953) have used art making as a tool to bring serious 
humanitarian issues to the forefront, and embed them at the heart of artistic policy. 
Touching on themes as wide-ranging as community, social inclusion, dwelling,  
architecture, nomadism, mobility, sustainable development, ecology and recycling, 
the Ortas have used collaboration and education to produce beautiful objects and 
situations that take a critical look at pressing political and social matters.

Bob and roberta Smith (b 1963) are well renowned for their humorous approach 
to art with a political and social message. Bob and roberta’s work may take the 
form of signs, installations, radio shows and group works. Bob and roberta Smith 
continue to create art that is relevant, that provides a message to the contemporary 
art scene and that is enjoyed by many.

From top: Bob and roberta Smith, What was I Thinking?, 2009, 102 x 98 cm, Found materials and paint; neil Gall, Way Back When, 2006, 
coloured pencil on paper, 66.8 x 84.5 cm; rut Blees Luxemburg, Teufelsberg, interior, 2007, 119 x 94 cm; Zadoc nava, Khomeni mural, 2006-
2009, Lamda print, archival dry mounted on aluminium, 56 x 86 cm

WORk GALLERY is an independent exhibition and event space launched in 2011 
that presents a varied interdisciplinary programme collaborating closely with 
innovators in the fields of architecture, art and design. 


