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January 8, 2015 - Monique Meloche Gallery is pleased to announce the gallery’s first solo exhibition 
with Minneapolis-based artist Nate Young and on the wall project with New York-based artist Abigail 
DeVille. Nate Young’s conceptual practice allows him to move fluidly between different mediums, often 
conflating multiple subjects and material. In this body of work, the artist combines language and 
signifiers with graphite and paper to create deliberately worked diagrammatic drawings that are austere 
and poetic. Young derives his inspiration from the Swiss linguist and semiotician Ferdinand de Saussure 
and his father’s theological background. This combination of lucid materials and esoteric concepts 
identifies the space between language and cognition, the signifier and the signified; articulating the 
connection between. This moment of cognition is further amplified by the inclusion of a distinct, 
codified language that is an extension of post-structuralism, informed by religious doctrine.   
 
In semiotic theory, the sign has a meaning other than itself, which communicates information once 
decoded. For Young, this symbol is an opportunity to challenge our understanding of form and meaning.  
The series Diagrams with my Father is created through the appropriation of theological diagrams from 
the elder Young’s teachings, combined with symbols that carry a particular weight in the artist’s visual 
lexicon. The combination of authoritative marks of the scholar and artist conflates the absoluteness of 
religious word and language itself, resulting in a system of floating signifiers that weaves a thread 
through Young’s broader practice.  
 
God, dog, a diptych, provides a further glimpse into the binary system Young complicates. Consistent 
shifts occur as the eye scans the surface of the drawings, traversing the distance between truth, religion, 
language, and mark-making. Slowly, the words form, void, dog, god, WORD, and word, begin to 
assemble on the paper, slightly obfuscated by a coat of loose graphite that has been rubbed into the 
grain. The artist’s coupling of these linguistic symbols with the aforementioned diagrams conflates the 
absoluteness of religious word and language itself.  The resultant body of work suggests a conversation 
between the two, and the opportunity for new forms to emerge.  
 
 
 

Image: Nate Young, Untitled, 2014, Graphite on paper in artist made oak frame, 47 x 68 inches. 
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For her on the wall project at moniquemeloche, Abigail DeVille will produce a new installation in situ, 
continuing her investigation into the 18th-century idea of dark stars and the rejection of black holes.  
DeVille creates lush, textured environments that occupy a space between the claustrophobia of the 
urban environment and the expansiveness of the universe. Utilizing a site-responsive technique, DeVille 
cultivates an awareness of material culture through the collection of its discarded remnants. The artist 
states: 
 
Through the poetry of everyday experience and American history I create black hole room-sized 
sculptures that speak to different strands in American society’s material culture. Black holes are 
containers that are laden with forgotten information, the absence of light, power, knowledge and the 
harbinger of historical inaccuracies. I use celestial forms to think about our place in history, that links us 
to the beginning of time.  Garbage contains the material history of the present and links to the past. 
 
On the wall is generously supported by a grant from the Wicker Park Bucktown SSA #33. 
 
 
 
Nate Young (American b. 1981, Minneapolis, MN, lives Minneapolis) received his MFA from the 
California Institute of the Arts in 2009, BA from Northwestern College in Minnesota in 2004, and 
attended the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in 2009. Recent solo and group exhibitions 
include Retreat, curated by Theaster Gates, Richard Gray Gallery, Chicago (2014); Tony Lewis, Nate 
Young, at Room East, New York (2014); Joy at the Suburban, Chicago (2013); the Soap Factory’s 
Minnesota Biennial (2013); Fore, at The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York (2012); Go Tell It on the 
Mountain, at the California African American Museum, Los Angeles (2012). Nate is the recipient of the 
Knight Arts Challenge Fellowship from the Knight Foundation (2014), the Bush Fellowship for Visual 
Artists (2010) and the Jerome Fellowship for Emerging Artists (2014). His work is in notable public 
collections, including the Walker Art Center. Young is co-founder and director of the artist run exhibition 
space, The Bindery Projects, in Minneapolis.  
 

Abigail DeVille (American, b. 1981, New York, NY, lives New York) received her MFA from Yale 
University in 2011 and her BFA from the Fashion Institute of Technology in 2007. DeVille has exhibited a 
growing constellation of site-specific installations in the United States and Europe. Her most recent 
exhibitions include Material Histories at the Studio Museum in Harlem (2014); Outside the Lines at the 
Contemporary Art Museum Houston (2014); Gastown Follies, Artspeak, Vancouver, BC, (2013); Bronx 
Calling, The Bronx Museum of the Arts (2013); Future Generation Art Prize at Venice, The 55th Venice 
Biennale (2013); XXXXXXX, at Iceberg Projects, Chicago (2013); Fore, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New 
York (2012); Future Generation Art Prize Exhibition at the Pinchuk Art Centre, Kiev, Ukraine (2012); If I 
don’t think I’m sinking, look what a hole I’m in, Night Gallery, Los Angeles, CA (2012); First Among 
Equals, ICA, Philadelphia, PA (2012); The Ungovernables, New Museum, NY (2012); Bosch Young Talent 
Show, Stedelijk Museum, s-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands (2011). Her work has been written about in 
New York Magazine, The New York Times, Artforum, Time Out New York, CAPITAL, Philadelphia Weekly, 
Interview, Black Book, Nylon, Art News and Paper Magazine. DeVille is a 2012 Joan Mitchell Foundation 
grant recipient, a 2013/14 Artist-in-Residence at the Studio Museum in Harlem, a 2014/15 recipient of 
The Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study Fellowship at Harvard, and a 2015 Creative Capital Visual 
Artist Award. 


