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Sauce for Contemporary Art Problems 
 

Solo exhibition by Uji ‘Hahan’ Handoko Eko Saputro 
Curated by Alia Swastika 

Friday, 23 January – Sunday, 22 February 2015 
Exhibition Opening     |     Friday 23 January, 6.30 – 9 pm 

 
 
Equator Art Projects is delighted to open its 2015 Exhibition Programme with Sauce for 
Contemporary Art Problems, a solo exhibition by Indonesian artist, Uji ‘Hahan’ Handoko Eko 
Saputro.  
 
One of the most promising emerging young talents from the Indonesian art scene, Hahan, as he 
is referred to affectionately, is known for his playful style and his striking painterly language 
characterised by vivid colours spilling out of thick black outlines with a highly detailed finish. 
Hahan’s work is reflective of a younger generation of contemporary artists in Indonesia who grew 
up during the shift of political situation marked by Reformasi in 1998.  
 
Graduating in 2009 from the Indonesian Institute of the Arts (ISI) in Yogyakarta, Hahan has 
maintained a broad set of interests that shape his artistic practice, which include popular culture, 
comics, street art, music and performance. His visual language is shaped from his proximity to 
popular culture, which he feels is the melee he belongs in.  
 
Though he clearly revels in being part of the youth culture and the glamour that surrounds it, 
Hahan continuously questions his own practice as an artist and relates it to ideas about the role 
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of artists in society. Also, having witnessed the rapid development of the Indonesian art market 
after the art boom of mid 2000s, he often makes critical commentaries on the market and how 
artists respond to the new art scene.  
 
Sauce for Contemporary Art Problems is Hahan’s much-awaited second solo exhibition at 
Equator Art Projects. The artist continues to explore and question the complexity of global art 
scene today – a recurring theme in his work.  Having exhibited abroad extensively, Hahan 
embraces the plurality of the industry and the apparent contradictions between the international 
art system, one that is developed out of a specifically Western context, and his experiences in 
Indonesia. These intersections of market and discourse, international and local, conceptual and 
formalist, traditional and contemporary are the “third reality” encountered by his generation. With 
this new series, Hahan’s practice has evolved from his tendency to focus on one character in his 
drawings or paintings, into more various and celebrated figures in the art world. He also explores 
further the idea of incorporating daily objects into his sculptures, transforming them into a playful 
and interactive installation.  
 
About the artist 
Uji ‘Hahan’ Handoko Eko Saputro (b. 1983, Kebumen - Indonesia) graduated from the Faculty of 
Fine Art at Indonesia Institute of the Arts (ISI), Yogyakarta with a MFA in 2009. Since 2003, the 
artist has exhibited extensively, including solo exhibitions at Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney 
(2014); Equator Art Projects, Singapore (2013); Queensland College of Art, Griffith University, 
Brisbane (2013); Langgeng Art Gallery, Jakarta Art District (2011) and SIGIarts, Jakarta (2009). 
Selected group exhibitions include ArtJog, (2010-2012, 2014); The 7th Asia Pacific Triennial of 
Contemporary Art (2012); Biennale Jogja, Yogyakarta (2003, 2007, 2009) and Havana Biennale, 
Cuba (2009). Hahan currently lives and works in Yogyakarta. 
 
About the curator 
Alia Swastika (b.1980) is an Indonesian-based curator and writer. Since 2008 she has worked as 
a freelance curator, writer and programme director with Ark Galerie in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. In 
2005 she joined a staff exchange program at the UfaFabrik, Berlin, Germany, and went on to 
complete a curatorial residency with Asian Cultural Council in New York, USA, also at BizArt, 
Shanghai in 2008. Alia is currently the Director of the 13th Biennale Jogja and completed her 
experience of working as curator of the 11th Biennale Jogja and 9th Gwangju Biennale. 
 
About Equator Art Projects  
The sister gallery to Langgeng Gallery, one of the top galleries in Indonesia, Equator Art Projects 
aims to be a platform for art that is intelligent, sensuous, and “of-this-moment”, regardless the 
medium. The gallery represents a core group of acclaimed Indonesian artists such as Arahmaiani, 
Arin Dwihartanto Sunaryo, Bambang 'Toko' Witjaksono, Indieguerillas, J. Ariadhitya Pramuhendra, 
S. Teddy D. and Uji 'Hahan' Handoko Eko Saputro. Equator Art Projects also shows the works of 
emerging and mid-career artists from Singapore and the Philippines such as, Nikki Luna, 
Sherman Sam, Willy Tay and Maria Jeona Zoleta. The gallery seeks to contribute to the study of 
Southeast Asian art history through its extensive programme of exhibitions, talks and publications.  
 
 
For further information & press enquiries please contact: 
Charmaine Lim  |  +65 6694 3727  |  charmaine@eqproj.com 


