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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
New Site-Specific Work by Barnaby Furnas 
On view January 16–April 11, 2015 

 
October 30, 2014 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) 
presents a site-specific, sixty-foot-long painting titled The Last Flood by New York-
based artist Barnaby Furnas. On view January 16 through April 11, 2015, The Last 
Flood will be created on-site during the artist’s two-week residency at CAM. This 
monumental work is the latest in Furnas’s series of Red Sea paintings in which large 
swaths of saturated pigments and dye gesturally traverse the picture plane and 
allude to diverse biblical narratives, including the parting of the Red Sea in the Book 
of Exodus. Here, viewers symbolically assume the subject position of Moses leading 
the Israelites to freedom as a once-oceanic obstacle becomes a conduit for 
regeneration and transformation.   
 
Furnas’s Red Sea paintings deploy a variety of postwar art historical motifs, 
acknowledging the visceral and spiritual color fields of Barnett Newman and Mark 
Rothko, the agitated gestural patterns of action painting, and the performative 
ritualism of the Viennese actionists such as Hermann Nitsch. Furnas’s work refigures 
these historical approaches to painting through a novel approach to abstraction. At 
this scale, it is both awe-inspiring and disquieting; through Furnas’s use of vibrant 
color and sweeping brushstrokes, his compositions take on an epic quality, engulfing 
the viewer amidst painterly turbulence and affording both empowerment and 
apprehension.  
 
The deluge motif is often used to recall the cyclical process of destruction and 
regeneration. Floods destroy then ultimately reinvigorate ecosystems, and Furnas 
uses his aesthetic floods of paint to portray a catastrophic event that often occurs 

Barnaby Furnas, Red Sea (Closing), 2009. Acrylic, water dispersed pigments, dye on linen,  
102 x 132 inches. Courtesy the artist and Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York.  
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before a utopia can be realized. In these paintings Furnas acts as cultural 
archeologist, gathering—but repurposing—the historical narratives of both the Old 
Testament and twentieth-century visual art to present his apocalyptic, yet redemptive 
vision of human society. 
 
Barnaby Furnas (b. 1973, Philadelphia) lives and works in New York City. Recent 
solo exhibitions have been held at the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth (2007, 
2012); the Stuart Shave Modern Art, London (2011); the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Denver (2009); and the Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York (2002, 2003). His 
work is represented in the permanent collections of The Saatchi Gallery, London; 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo; Lever House Art Collection, New York; and the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York. Furnas received a BFA from the School of Visual 
Arts in New York and an MFA from Columbia University.  
 
Barnaby Furnas: The Last Flood is organized for the Contemporary Art Museum St. 
Louis by Jeffrey Uslip, Chief Curator.  
 
This exhibition is generously supported by the Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York.  
 
Access images for media use here. 
 
 
Related Events 
 
Work-in-Progress: Barnaby Furnas 
January 13, 7:00 pm 
Join the artist for a behind-the-scenes 
tour and conversation while his 
painting is still in progress.  
 
Press & Patron Preview:  
Spring Exhibitions 
Friday, January 16, 10:00 am 
Join exhibiting artists and CAM 
curators for an exclusive introduction 
to the exhibitions. RSVP to Ida McCall at 
314.535.0770 x311 or imccall@camstl.org. 
 
Opening Night: Spring Exhibitions 
Friday, January 16 
Member Preview: 6:00 pm 
Public Reception: 7:00–9:00 pm 

 
Also On View this Spring 
 
Joe Goode 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Jesse Howard: Thy Kingdom Come 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Ulla von Brandenburg: Wagon Wheel 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Toyin Odutola: Untold Stories 
January 16–February 28, 2015 
 
Geta Brătescu 
March 6–April 11, 2015 
 
Street Views 
Marco Rios: At Loulou’s Door 
December 5, 2014–February 4, 2015 

 
About the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates 
the art of our time. It is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary 
art. Focused on a dynamic array of changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-
provoking program that reflects and contributes to the global cultural landscape. 
Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, and 
educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their 
perceptions. It is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and 
enjoy contemporary visual culture. CAM is located in Grand Center, a world-class 
arts and entertainment district in the heart of St. Louis. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rf4wg01hvnnq0d2/AAB6lt7ygPQLYVt3iWS3Z9uqa?dl=0
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