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US premiere of Ulla von Brandenburg’s seven-part quilt series 
On view January 16–April 11, 2015 

 
October 30, 2014 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) 
presents the first major museum exhibition in the Midwest of Paris-based German 
artist Ulla von Brandenburg as well as the US premiere of her seven-part quilt series, 
Wagon Wheel. On view January 16 through April 11, 2015, the presentation 
comprises the individual works Wagon Wheel, Bear Paw, Drunkard’s Path, Flying 
Geese, Log Cabin, Monkey Wrench, and Tumbling Blocks (all 2009), suspended in 
CAM’s lobby. Von Brandenburg created the quilts following an extended research-
based stay in Memphis, Tennessee, where she studied the traditions of predominantly 
female collectives in the American South (such as in Gee’s Bend) as well as the quilt 
patterns, symbols, and signs used by slaves to communicate coded messages plotting 
escape through the Underground Railroad in nineteenth-century America. Wagon 
Wheel demonstrates the singular power of folk vernacular to provide incisive 
sociopolitical commentary on a landmark episode in American history.  
 
Working in a variety of media, including film, performance, and installation, von 
Brandenburg builds layered narratives that examine collective cultural experience 
and the construction of perception. In her installation at CAM, the artist reimagines 
the Underground Railroad’s coded visual language. For example, while the 
exhibition’s eponymous “wagon wheel” quilting pattern traditionally features a wheel 
surrounded by radiating spokes and ostensibly carried the hidden directive of packing 
one’s belongings for an epic journey to freedom, von Brandenburg alters it by 
zooming and then cropping it. The resulting object thus toes the line between 
sociopolitical imperative and colorful abstraction, obscuring the quilt’s originally 
subversive function.  

Toyin Odutola, He Just Was, 2014. Diptych. Charcoal, pastel marker and graphite on paper,  
40 x 30 inches (each). Courtesy the artist and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York. 
 

Ulla von Brandenburg, Wagon Wheel, 2009. Installation view, Kunstverein Hannover, 2014.  
Seven fabric quilts and super-16mm transferred to HD (black and white), dimensions variable. 
Courtesy the artist and Pilar Corrias, London. 
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### 

 

Fabricated from old clothing, curtains, tablecloths, and other fabric remnants, the vivid 
compositions of von Brandenburg’s formidable objects recall folk art aesthetics and 
the Pattern and Decoration movement as well as the reserved elegance of modernist 
painting. At CAM, von Brandenburg’s quilts hang throughout the lobby in a staggered 
arrangement, serving as a route of rehabilitative passage. Each textile thus inhabits a 
space between utility and possibility, comfort and covertness. Taken on the whole, von 
Brandenburg’s presentation similarly proposes an experience of resolve and 
discovery, ultimately offering a larger rumination on history and justice to showcase 
the resilience of the human spirit in the face of seemingly insurmountable adversity.   
 
Ulla von Brandenburg (b. 1974, Karlsruhe, Germany) lives and works in Paris. 
Recent solo exhibitions of her work include Secession, Vienna (2013); Kunsthaus 
Hamburg (2013); The Common Guild, Glasgow (2011); Chisenhale Gallery, London 
(2009); Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin (2008); and Stedilijk Museum, Amsterdam 
(2008). Recent group exhibitions include 19th Biennale of Sydney: You Imagine What 
You Desire, Sydney (2014); The Crime was Almost Perfect, Witte de With, Rotterdam 
(2014); Film as Sculpture, WIELS, Brussels (2013); 1966–79, Institut d’art 
contemporain, Villeurbanne (2013); and Tools for Conviviality, The Power Plant, 
Toronto (2012). The artist has been the recipient of numerous awards, including the 
Finkenwerder Art Prize (Airbus-Prize, 2013), Kunstpreis der Böttcherstrasse in 
Bremen (2007), and Arbeitsstipendium Jürgen-Ponto-Stiftung (2006). 
 
Ulla von Brandenburg: Wagon Wheel is organized for the Contemporary Art Museum 
by Kelly Shindler, Associate Curator.  
 
Access images for media use here. 
 
Related Events 
 
Press & Patron Preview:  
Spring Exhibitions 
Friday, January 16, 10:00 am 
Join exhibiting artists and CAM 
curators for an exclusive introduction 
to the exhibitions. RSVP to Ida McCall 
at 314.535.0770 x311 or 
imccall@camstl.org. 
 
Opening Night:  
Spring Exhibitions 
Friday, January 16 
Member Preview: 6:00 pm 
Public Reception: 7:00–9:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Also On View this Spring 
 
Joe Goode 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Jesse Howard: Thy Kingdom Come 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Barnaby Furnas: The Last Flood 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Toyin Odutola: Untold Stories 
January 16–February 28, 2015 
 
Geta Brătescu 
March 6–April 11, 2015 
 
Street Views 
Marco Rios: At Loulou’s Door 
December 5, 2014–February 4, 2015

About the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates 
the art of our time. It is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary 
art. Focused on a dynamic array of changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-
provoking program that reflects and contributes to the global cultural landscape. 
Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, and 
educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their 
perceptions. It is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and 
enjoy contemporary visual culture. CAM is located in Grand Center, a world-class 
arts and entertainment district in the heart of St. Louis. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2gez8brevuq4sjs/AADgDV01_76PKBri9kHoEA-Ba?dl=0
mailto:imccall@camstl.org

