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New York, NY (January 26, 2015)—FitzGerald Fine Arts, which specializes in 

contemporary Chinese porcelain and ink painting, will present The Good Earth, 

a presentation of incomparable contemporary works of art by some of the 

masters in their field from March 13-21, 2015, at Arader Galleries at 1016 

Madison Avenue in New York City. Featured in the exhibition will be 

approximately 25 works including those by Zhu Di, Zhang Guojun, Gan Daofu 

and Jared Fitzgerald, the prices for which will range from $1500 to 

$125,000.  

 

“Elements of the earth, including the soil and stone of Jingdezhen—the most 

heralded kiln in China with a rich legacy dating back over 1,000 years—inform 

the entire exhibition and are the threads that connect the works,” said B.K. 

Walker, director of FitzGerald Fine Arts. 

 

Prior to China’s Sung Dynasty (960-1279), the city of Jingdezhen was known 

as “Changnan” (which gave rise to the English pronunciation of the word 



“china”). Thereafter, it was known as “Jingde Town” or Jingdezhen. Loosely 

translated, the name means “pure white,” and, according to a proverb, the 

porcelain made there is renowned for being “white as jade, clear as glass, 

pleasant sounding as a chime.” Today, the masters of contemporary porcelain 

working there follow the ancient traditions yet stretch the boundaries of 

their art with their own techniques. 

 

Among the highlights of The Good Earth to be shown will be Snow at Dusk, 

After Mi Youren (2013), a Jingdezhen porcelain panel by Zhu Di, the 

internationally renowned contemporary ceramicist. Measuring 73 x 30 inches, 

(87 x 75 cm), this monumentally scaled work marries classical Chinese 

landscape depiction with expressive abstraction. The artist uses flambé glazes 

and forces the eye and mind to blend the color points into a fuller range of 

tones. Evoking the moody patchwork of the ink-washed landscapes by the artist 

Mi Youren (1074-1151), who used a signature “mi dots” (mi dian) to create 

hazy landscape visages, Snow at Dusk, after Mi Youren re-imagines the immortal 

past in a contemporary manner. 

 
Gan Daofu’s Enjoying the Stream (2013, 12 x 9 inches, 30.5 x 23 cm) is 

another of the traditionally informed, contemporary Jingdezhen porcelain 

pieces to be featured in the exhibition. Known as a pioneer in modern 

underglaze painting, Enjoying the Stream is a spectacular example of the blue-

and-white porcelain for which has led the artist to emerge as a leading voice in 

contemporary Chinese ceramics today. Here, he uses five shades of gradient 

blue, for which the best Kangxi wares are known, and leads the admirer on a 

stunning visual journey amidst imagined mountains and streams. While clearly 

contemporary in execution, the artist uses traditional blue-and-white colors in 

a classic vase form.    

    

Asking Mountain 15 (2014) by Zhang Guojun, a large-scale Jingdezhen 

porcelain panel (42 x 42 inches; 107 x 107 cm), is another highlight of The 

Good Earth. Typical of the large-format paintings for which Zhang is known, 

the use of resin and tree varnish, which “bite” into the porcelain, plus ink, 

and overglaze enamels on elongated porcelain panels enables him to marry 

abstract Western sensibility with classical Chinese academic themes such as 

river landscapes and scholar’s rocks. Here, he transforms the scholar stone 



subject into an evocative modern form and attempts to express the universal 

rhythms of nature within the context of rapidly changing cultural 

sensibilities.    

    

For those who already admire visually stunning, contemporary Chinese works 

in porcelain and ink that are yet steeped in tradition, as well as those who seek 

to learn about this exciting assemblage of artists, The Good Earth will provide 

an exciting uptown Manhattan opportunity to become better acquainted with 

FitzGerald Fine Arts’ dynamic roster. One look and it will become apparent why 

FFA has been welcomed at major international art fairs including Asian Art in 

London, Masterpiece London, The European Fine Art Fair (TEFAF) Showcase and 

Zona Maco (Mexico City), to name but a few. 

 

Since its founding in 2007, FitzGerald Fine Arts has established itself as one 

of the world’s leading galleries in its expertise in contemporary Chinese 

porcelain and ink painting. The gallery showcases master contemporary artists 

working in traditional mediums with a particular emphasis placed on those who 

incorporate techniques that date back thousands of years with modern-day 

sensibilities. The gallery exhibits works by renowned international artists 

including Zhu Di, Zhang Guojun, Gan Daofu, Feng Linzhang, Ma Xinle and Jared 

FitzGerald. Many of these artists’ works appear in the permanent collections 

of prominent museums including the Brooklyn Museum, Seattle Art Museum, 

China Institute, Shanghai Xuhui Art Museum and Yale University Art Museum and 

all have been exhibited in solo and group shows around the world. 

 

FitzGerald Fine Arts, which is located at 41 Greene Street, New York, New 

York, is open by appointment. Tel: 212.966.5754. Website: 

www.fitzgeraldfinearts.com. 
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*The Good Earth sample images (left to right): Zhu Di, Snow at Dusk, After Mi Youren (2013), 
73 x 30 inches, (87 x 75 cm), Jingdezhen porcelain; Gan Daofu, Enjoying the Stream, 2013, 
12 x 9 inches, 30.5 x 23 cm, Jingdezhen porcelain; Zhang Guojun, Asking Mountain 15, 
2014, 42 x 42 inches, 107 x 107 cm, Jingdezhen porcelain panel.  
 

 


