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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
Carolee Schneemann: Part Two 
April 3 – May 10, 2015 
Reception: April 11, 12 – 3 PM 
 
For Part Two of The Artist’s Institute season with Carolee Schneemann, the Artist’s Institute presents a new 
three slide-projector installation of Schneemann’s ABC—We Print Anything—In The Cards (1976–77). The 
work is made up of 156 index cards, each with an accompanying image card, that document the emotional 
chaos of two tangled relationships: Schneemann’s breakup with Anthony McCall and a new relationship with 
Bruce McPherson. The cards are color-coded to organize advice from friends, dialog amongst the partners, 
and excerpts from Schneemann’s diary and dreams. Shuffled by the slide projectors, the cards present a 
non-linear narrative whose complexity and contradictions mirror the shifting, inter-connected relationships 
that are their subject. ABC revisits Schneemann’s enduring interest in reflexivity, autobiography, and inter-
media installations.  
 
The artwork’s attention to how we communicate, disrupt, and adapt to one another gives shape to what 
happens around it: a music concert written as correspondence by composer James Tenney, a lecture on the 
difficulty of interpreting Schneemann’s art by Branden W. Joseph, an intercollegiate symposium, a night of 
stand-up comedy, and a print from a fictional feminist secession by Mai-Thu Perret. 
 
 
Upcoming April Events 
 
Reception for Carolee Schneemann: Part Two, April 11, 12–3 PM, 
The Artist’s Institute, 163 Eldridge Street, NYC 
 



A James Tenney Concert: Postal Pieces and other selected works, April 11, 4:00 PM 
Organized by Alex Waterman  
Abrons Art Center, 466 Grand Street 
 
A concert of rarely performed works by composer James Tenney (1934-2006), Schneemann's romantic and 
creative partner during the first decade of her career. At the center of the program are selections from 
Tenney's Postal Pieces (1965-1971), a series of eleven compositions originally written on postcards to 
contemporaries including Philip Corner, Alison Knowles, and La Monte Young, among others. Tenney 
referred to the set as "koans" and like the Buddhist paradoxes these pieces are both rigorously constructed 
and radically open to interpretation. In Tenney's words, these are sounds "for the sake of perceptual insight" 
that use their predictable, deductive forms towards a counter-intuitive indeterminacy: pure change without 
the safety-net of dramatic conventions. 
 
Also included in the program is the early "Improvisation for Cello" (1956), as well as several late instrumental 
ensemble works and electroacoustic tape pieces. Eric Smigel, associate professor of music at San Diego 
State University, will introduce the concert with a presentation on the late composer's life and work with 
Schneemann. 
 
Performers: Shelley Burgon, Richard Carrick, Conrad Harris, Miguel Frasconi, Chris McIntyre, Reuben 
Radding, and David Shively. Special thanks to Abrons Arts Center and Larry Polansky. 
 
Art historian Branden W. Joseph on Carolee Schneemann, April 16, 7:00 PM 
The Artist’s Institute, 163 Eldridge Street, NYC  
 
Considering such works as the kinetic theater performance Meat Joy, early photographs and assemblage 
constructions to The Lebanon Series of 1983, art historian and critic Branden W. Joseph will examine the 
particularly unstable and even disruptive texture of Carolee Schneemann's imagery, the troubles it has 
caused reviewers, and certain aesthetic and ethical implications it may hold. His lecture is entitled “Unclear 
Tendencies: Carolee Schneemann’s Image Troubles.” 
 
Inter-Collegiate Symposium on Carolee Schneemann, April 25, 4 – 7:30 PM 
Co-hosted by Hunter College, Sarah Lawrence, and the New School 
RSVP required, NYC undergraduate and graduate students only 
The Artist’s Institute, 163 Eldridge Street, NYC  
 
Undergraduate and graduate art and art history students are invited to listen and respond to three guest 
lectures from scholars and artists on the work of Carolee Schneemann. The symposium provides an 
opportunity for students to advance their knowledge on Schneemann and her context through an extended 
dialog with experts as well as peers. Co-sponsored and organized by professors at Hunter College, The 
New School, and Sarah Lawrence.  Students and teachers may RSVP to info@theartistsinstitute.org. Space 
is limited. 
 
Stand-Up Comedy Night, April 30, 8:00 PM 
The Artist’s Institute, 163 Eldridge Street, NYC 
Organized by Miriam Katz 
 
In celebration of Schneemann's sense of humor, comedian and curator Miriam Katz invites four female 
comedians for a night of stand-up comedy focusing on frank portrayals of interpersonal relationships, identity, 
and the body. Ticketing information available at www.theartistsinstitute.org on April 20th. 
 
 
Carolee Schneemann's season at The Artist's Institute is curated by Jenny Jaskey and A.E. Benenson, with 
thanks to Andy Archer, Anneliis Beadnell, Branden W. Joseph, Rodrigo Lobos Huber, Melissa Ragona, 
Kenneth White, and Soyoung Yoon. The Hunter College Artist's Institute Fellows are Scott Dow, Miatta 
Kawinzi, Ray Ferreira, Erik Patton, Laura McMillian, Tatiana Mouarbes, Kevin Swenson, and Pang Vang. 
 
 
For press inquiries, please contact: A.E. Benenson, alex@theartistsinstitute.org, +1 347-300-3882. 
 


