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Jeff Wall 
Tableaux Pictures Photographs – Works from 1996-2013 
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The Canadian artist Jeff Wall (b. 1946) is one of the most significant image-makers of our time, and 
one of its masters of photography. In his own lifetime well-known works of his have already become 
indicators and illustrations of the decades in which he has been active. When he visits Louisiana  
from March it will be for the second time. The last time was in 1992 with works from the 1970s 
onward; now the perspective is to be supplemented with the time from 1996 up to his latest works.  

Since the 1970s Jeff Wall has used photography as a medium. Not just as an alternative to painting, but in 
entirely new ways that also use other means than the medium’s obvious documentary potential. He thus 
stands as one of those who have introduced photography to the world of art.  

Wall is famous for declaring that in his works he “does not begin with photography”, a stance that expresses 
his emphasis on the idea of the work before its material execution. The point of departure may well be 
something the artist has seen, a feeling or something remembered, but they are not accurate reconstructions. 
Often long, demanding preparations lie behind the finished work. However, Wall wants the works to be open 
to us as viewers, and is therefore dismissive of giving instructions for the reading of art. With its highly 
varied works from the past couple of decades the exhibition makes it clear that everyone can get something 
out of Wall’s art. As Jeff Wall says, “It’s you who write the script”. 

In fact Wall composes his pictures just like a painter, especially in terms of the placing of his figures, and 
scales the works up or down to achieve the desired effect. But coupled with the special ability of photography 
to capture the surfaces of the world, his works become an encounter between something real – a motif from 
the absolutely ordinary world – and something less real that has a filmic and poetic effect. In front of these 
works, which are both from and of the world, we hesitate as viewers and dwell on the image. And because the 
pictures have such a presence for us, we avoid moving directly through them with our gaze, as he himself 
formulates it, towards the memory of a bygone moment. In this respect Wall the image-maker cherishes a 
definite interest in the way older periods use figures in a narrative. Not only the masters of the Baroque, but 
also Manet, remain an inspiration, and elements from their work help to impose restraints on our access to 
the image as a ‘moment’ and to tempt us over into the embrace of great art.  

The exhibition includes 35 works: his famous light boxes as well as colour and black-and-white photographs,  
borrowed from museums and private collections all over the world. The exhibition is the result of long 
preparatory work with Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam and Kunsthaus Bregenz in Austria, where the 
exhibition has been shown over the past year.  
 
 
The exhibition is supported by C.L. Davids Fond og Samling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Further information on the exhibition Jeff Wall. Tableaux Pictures Photographs. Works from 1996-2013  
is available from curator Anders Kold or the undersigned. Press photos are available at louisiana.dk.  
A log-in can be ordered at e-mail press@louisiana.dk or M: +45 2858 5052.  
 
 
Museum opening hours: Tuesday - Friday 11:00-22:00. Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays 11:00-
18:00. Mondays closed.  
 
Louisiana website: www.louisiana.dk. Louisiana Channel: http://channel.louisiana/dk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
L O U I S I A N A 
 
Susanne Hartz 
Head of Press 
 
 
Republic of Fritz Hansen, AUDI and Nørgaard på Strøget. Louisiana’s Main Corporate Partners. 
Realdania. Sponsor of Louisiana’s architecture exhibitions. 

 


