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Andres Galéano, Unknown Photographers #142, 2014; Found photo album pictures,  
C-prints, 11 x 9 in. 

 

 

New York City — RH Contemporary Art, located at 437 W. 16th Street, 
presents four new exhibitions at its 28,000-square-foot, six-story Chelsea 
gallery. They include a solo exhibition of the photographic-based work of 
Andrés Galeano, based in Barcelona and Berlin; lost doubloons rest, a two-
person exhibition of paintings by Norwegian artists Jorunn Hancke Øgstad 



and Tyra Tingleff; Random International’s interactive installation Swarm 
Light; and The Studio Chronicles, a group exhibition of paintings including 
work by Alessia Armeni, Damien Flood, Nicholas John Jones, Aurora 
Passero and Daniel Schubert. The exhibition will be on view from June 11 to 
September 5, 2015. An opening reception will be held on Thursday, June 11, 
from 6 to 8 p.m.  
 
Andrés Galeano 
 
Born in Spain and now based in Barcelona and Berlin, Andrés Galeano 
creates work that illuminates the poetic possibilities of everyday life. For his 
Unknown Photographers series, Galeano collects photographs from flea 
markets and secondhand shops, transforming these discarded items into 
unexpected compositions. He searches for images that are simple yet 
suggestive of greater meaning, arranging them into montages that highlight 
previously unrealized ideas and narratives. He “listens to the language of 
every image,” he says. “I use them more as abstract objects, focusing on 
composition and the latent meanings of the photos.”  
 
This ethos of randomness and revelation characterizes all of his work, which 
is not limited to photography. Equally fluent in performance, drawing and 
installation, Galeano approaches each medium as a collector of sorts, 
discovering moments and objects, both physically and virtually, that he 
recontextualizes into subtle commentaries on human behavior and the 
documentary impulse. He has exhibited in Europe, Canada and Latin 
America. His work has been shown at de Appel in Amsterdam; Centre d’Art 
Contemporain in Geneva, Switzerland; MARCO in Vigo, Spain; the Goethe 
Institut in Barcelona, Spain; the Grimmuseum and Kunstraum Bethanien, 
both in Berlin, Germany; and at the Fourth Thessaloniki Biennale of 
Contemporary Art in Thessaloniki, Greece. 
 

Jorunn Hancke Øgstad and Tyra Tingleff 
 
Jorunn Hancke Øgstad and Tyra Tingleff each create textured paintings 
infused with an air of experimentation. Both born in Norway and now based 
in Oslo and Berlin, the two artists have been friends for six years. Together at 
the RH Contemporary Art artist residency in Dumbo, Brooklyn, from mid-



March to June, they are working both separately and collaboratively on 
paintings that will be included in their two-person exhibition, lost doubloons 
rest. This is their first collaboration.  
 
The two artists’ practices are both distinct and compatible. Øgstad begins 
each painting by building up her surfaces in thin layers, applying powdered 
color dyes to raw cotton canvas to allow the color to mix directly on the 
work’s surface. Through this process, she creates various off-color planes 
that possess an ambiguous flatness. Morphed signs, lines and shapes, many 
drawn from the history of painting and contemporary visual culture, seem to 
hover over the canvas. Through these intricate painterly experiments, 
Øgstad explores the possibility and challenge of experiencing a painting as 
purely abstract forms or colors.  
 
Tingleff works in a similarly improvisational manner, gradually building up 
layers of oil paint on linen and adding and subtracting them as she proceeds. 
The finished paintings possess a sense of ethereality, as colors seem to dance 
on the canvas’s surfaces. They appear as tapestries of brushstrokes in which 
colors intertwine among various layers. “I don’t want my paintings to 
represent one thing too clearly, so I blur things to make everything equally 
important and equally unimportant,” she says.  
 
Øgstad has exhibited in Berlin, Germany; Bogotá, Colombia; and throughout 
Norway. Tingleff has exhibited in Basel, Switzerland; Berlin, Germany; 
Copenhagen, Denmark; London, England; and Milan, Italy. 
 
Random International 
Founded in 2005, Random International creates experiential artworks and 
installations that often use light, sound and movement to explore the 
possibilities of behavior. Its Rain Room (2012) debuted at London’s Barbican 
Centre and was exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), courtesy 
of RH Contemporary Art, in the summer of 2013. 
 
Stuart Wood, Florian Ortkrass and Hannes Koch, the founders and directors 
of Random International, began collaborating during their studies at the 
Royal College of Art, in London. The studio is currently based in Chelsea, 
London, with an outpost in Berlin, and includes a growing team of diverse 
and complementary talent. With an ethos of experimentation into human 



behavior, the artists employ new technologies in radical, often unexpected 
ways, creating work that also draws on performance art, kinetics and 
Postminimalism.  
 
Their kinetic sculpture Swarm Light (2010) consists of polished brass rods 
studded with LEDs that descend from the ceiling in three squares. Sensitive 
to sound, the lights respond to utterances in the gallery space in swarms of 
illumination that simulate motion. Their patterns are meant to emulate the 
behavior of a flock of birds. 
  
Random International has won numerous awards; its kinetically responsive 
sculpture Fly (2011) premiered at the Fourth Moscow Biennale of 
Contemporary Art, while the studio’s light installation Swarm Study/ III 
(2011) is on permanent display at the Victoria and Albert Museum, in 
London.  
 
The Studio Chronicles 
This group exhibition brings together five artists who are forging new 
dialogues in contemporary painting. Constructing a conversation both 
among artists and between each artist and the viewer, the exhibition 
positions the studio visit and the interview as a central facet in 
understanding current painterly practices. How can dialogue, between artists 
and their work and artists and others, affect a work’s meaning? Organized in 
collaboration with curatorial advisor Bianca Baroni, the exhibition seeks to 
highlight each artist’s point of view as well as RH Contemporary Art’s 
practice of articulating conversations with artists around the world.  
 
The artists’ concerns include abstraction and figuration, physical and 
ethereal presence, symbols and language and the representation of the act of 
painting itself. Attempting to depict the transitory nature of time and its 
passage, Rome-based artist Alessia Armeni creates paintings that capture 
shades of light as they change over time and in different circumstances. 
Presenting a spectrum of subtly distinguished hues, her paintings appear as 
minimalist investigations of immateriality.  
 
Dublin artist Damien Flood creates paintings that explore the mutability of 
language and reality. Combining representation and abstraction, they 



contain simple forms that flirt with familiarity while ultimately being 
inscrutable.  
 
Nicholas John Jones is a London-based artist who works in multiple styles, 
creating works that investigate the dialectic nature of painting. He plays with 
form and light in works both atmospheric and concrete. Oslo artist Aurora 
Passero’s recent work blends weaving and painterly techniques. 
Architectural and subdued, her sculptural textiles are hand-dyed through a 
process that creates unpredictable and haunting effects.  
 
Based in Düsseldorf, Daniel Schubert draws inspiration for his paintings 
from natural and urban environments as well as from advertisements and 
online media. The resulting works are minimal in appearance, sometimes 
even pure explorations of color that allude to the artist’s experience in the 
world.   
 
 
 
ABOUT RH CONTEMPORARY ART 
 

RH Contemporary Art is dedicated to bringing international artists and their work to a global audience. The six-floor gallery in New 
York’s Chelsea art district offers an engaging and provocative program of exhibitions by distinguished artists working across all 
media, including painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, video and installation. Artists are recommended by a team of 
international curators working on multiple continents. A distinctive online gallery, www.rhcontemporaryart.com, highlights a series 
of documentaries detailing artists and their practices. An art journal written by a roster of acclaimed curators, critics and artists 
presents diverse perspectives on our artists, exhibitions and program. An artist residency located in Dumbo, Brooklyn, assists 
and nurtures artists in the creation of their work. The program includes a print residency that provides artists the opportunity to 
work with master printmakers to create a body of work that is published by RH Contemporary Art. Founded in 2013, RH 
Contemporary Art presents new opportunities to view, learn about and acquire works of fine art. RH Contemporary Art is a division 
of RH (Restoration Hardware Holdings, Inc. NYSE: RH). 
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