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KATY GRANNAN: THE NINETY NINE AND THE NINE AT SHERRICK & PAUL

Sherrick & Paul Gallery is pleased to present the Ninety Nine and the Nine, portraits by acclaimed photographer and 

filmmaker Katy Grannan, opening March 5th and running through April 25th.

In 2009, Katy Grannan began what would become an ongoing exploration into the fringe communities and individuals 

populating California’s Central Valley along Highway 99, stretching through Bakersfield, Fresno, Modesto, and other cities 

inextricably associated in American history and mythology with the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl exodus. Grannan’s 

Ninety Nine series captures in color portraits the contemporary human embodiment of a notoriously desolate, unforgiving 

landscape, subjects framed against the stark white light of high noon in a scrub climate. The resulting images, though utterly 

devoid of sentimentality or nostalgia, communicate a simultaneous, equally unrelenting appreciation for human frailty, for 

uneasy identities constructed in the face of geographically and economically harsh realities. The black and white images of 

Grannan’s Nine series step back several paces to place subjects within the surrounding context, along the edges of urban 

environments where abandoned lots, asphalt, and anonymous motels meet exposed riverbeds along South 9th Street in 

Modesto.

As in all Grannan’s work, including her early, intimate portraits of strangers, the themes of conflict and identity are present in 

the Ninety Nine and the Nine, examined closely and unflinchingly, without offering easy categorization of either image or 

subject, insisting instead on the fundamental uneasiness essential to both. 

A resident of Berkeley, Katy Grannan’s work is included in the permanent collections at MOMA, the Guggenheim Museum, 

the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, The Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the Whitney. The exhibition of the 

Ninety Nine and the Nine at Sherrick and Paul, where one of her images was featured in the gallery’s inaugural exhibit, 

marks the first major showing of her work in Nashville and in the South at large. The exhibition is free and open to the public 

during regular gallery hours.
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