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Museo Lázaro Galdiano welcomes 
major video art collectors 

 
  VIDEO-REGIME:  Collectors in the Audiovisual Era will open on 13 February at 

the Museo Lázaro Galdiano with a remarkable selection of international video 

art pieces from more than 20 private collections in Spain. 
 

 

  Loop Barcelona in collaboration with the artist, art critic and independent 

curator Carles Guerra have staged a collision of aesthetic regimes at the 

museum in an exhibition featuring works by artists like Bruce Nauman, Francis 

Alÿs and Allan Sekula along with recorded conversations in which major 

collectors share their experience of collecting video art. 

 
 This project aims to highlight the praiseworthy efforts of private Spanish 

collectors in the field of video art and their commitment to contemporary 

culture. The show will also be accompanied by a catalogue and related sessions. 
 

 

Madrid, 29 January 2015. Video's assimilation by the art establishment has been swift 
and intense, mirroring what happened to photography in the late 1980s and early 90s. 
Just as photography soon found itself being measured by the valuation standards of 
painting, so video has also been rapidly absorbed into the art market. Moreover, the 
technical requirements of video art are changing the characteristics of new museum 
projects. The art institutions of the 21st century have quickly adapted to and embraced 
the transformations wrought by this new genre. 

 
The emergence of a new group of collectors with a specific interest in video art is the 
focus of the exhibition and publishing project that will be presented at the Museo 
Lázaro Galdiano on 13 February. At the invitation of LOOP Barcelona, the artist, art 
critic and independent curator Carles Guerra has assembled a diverse array of works 
from various private collections. The videos and the interviews with several Spanish 
collectors reveal the intricacies of assimilating the unique features of this medium, 
which burst onto the art scene in the 1970s. 

 
The video pieces and recorded conversations are displayed side by side in the galleries 
of the Museo Lázaro Galdiano, sharing the same audiovisual format and suggesting that 
the artistic production associated with this medium and the debates surrounding it flow 
through the same channels. In the words of Carles Guerra, "The holdings of the Museo 
Lázaro Galdiano set the stage for a collision of aesthetic regimes that highlights some of 
the latest changes in the field of art, where the works promote alternative timescales 
and new conceptions of heritage that increasingly verge on an immaterial economy.”



PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

 
The creations of Eulàlia Valldosera, Itziar Okariz, Allora & Calzadilla, Mario García 
Torres, William Doherty, Zhou Tao, Allan Sekula, Bruce Nauman, Erick Beltrán, Javier 
Peñafiel, Patricia Dauder, Francis Alÿs, Fiona Tan, Douglas Gordon, Paul McCarthy, 
Ignasi Aballí, Gilda Mantilla and Raimond Chaves, and Emily Jacir reveal video's multiple 
applications, from documentary practices to graphic records of artistic actions and 
different versions of video art. The collections to which these pieces belong act as 
vessels that openly influence the value and original meaning of each piece. Through 
them, some advocate different forms of activism while others represent more 
personalised forms of collecting. 

 
In any case, the curator notes that "the economy of access to video has facilitated the 
creation of heritage collections whose storage and distribution logistics are much more 
advantageous than those of other types of artistic objects. Some of the numerous 
collectors who have contributed to this project are Alicia Aza, Teresa Sapey, Juan Várez, 
Estefanía Meana, Roser Figueras and Josep Inglada (Cal Cego), Josep Maria Lafuente, 
Han Nefkens, Ella Fontanals-Cisneros, Enrique Ordóñez, Emilio Pi & Helena Fernandino, 
Carlos Rosón, Sisita Soldevila, Carlos Vallejo and Wendy Navarro, Jaime Sordo, Joan 
Bonet and Ernesto Ventós." 

 
In their interviews, we discover how collectors in the audiovisual era deal with this new 
kind of artistic object, whose timescale and experience is different from that required 
by works of art in the past. As collectors, all of them have experienced an innovative 
definition of ownership in keeping with the ambitions of the new economy, for in the 
field of video it is possible to combine private acquisition with widespread distribution 
and public circulation. The paradoxes inherent to this medium represent a challenge 
that makes it a symptom of change that affects the art world but can also be 
extrapolated to other contemporary forms of experience. 

 
In addition, the audiovisual nature of this medium reveals the existence of a new 
system of production, distribution and storage which not only questions what is 
actually collectible but has also created a new kind of audience whose contemplation 
and enjoyment of works has nothing to do with the trends of art's recent past. The 
question here is whether these differences stem from the works themselves or from 
the unusual expectations of visitors who have become accustomed to a contemporary 
audiovisual regime yet wander through the galleries of a traditional museum. 

 
The proof lies in the fact that the videos which will be unveiled on 13 February in the 
halls of the Museo Lázaro Galdiano testify to the difficulty of treating these audiovisual 
creations as objects. Even so, they retain the ability to transform galleries and cabinets 
into the perfect place for sparking the debate about a new form of cultural 
consumption. 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

VIDEO-REGIME: Collectors in the Audiovisual Era 
Dates: 13 February – 11 May 2015 
Opening: 12 February 2015 
Curator: Carles Guerra, artist, art critic and independent curator 
A project by LOOP Barcelona in collaboration with Museo Lázaro Galdiano 

 
With the support of the Deputy Directorate-General for the Promotion of Fine Arts of the 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport and Grundig 

Tour included in museum admission price 

Museo Lázaro Galdiano: C/ Serrano 122. 28026 Madrid. Getting here 
Opening hours: Wednesday through Monday, 10 am to 4.30 pm; Sundays until 3 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays 
Further information: www.flg.es 

 

Selected Images 
 

Closure, 2005 
 
William Doherty 

 
Series 1/3 
11m 20s (loop)  
Single-channel video, 
colour, sound 

 
Courtesy: Estefanía 
Meana 

 

Night Watch, 2004 
 
Francis Alÿs 

 
Single-channel video 
17m 30s 

 
Courtesy:  Colección 
Ella Fontanals-Cisneros 

 
 
 
 

http://www.flg.es/your-visit-to-the-museo-lazaro-galdiano
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Disparition, 2002 

 
Ignasi Aballí 

 
Single-channel video, 
B/W, subtitles. 160m 

 
Courtesy: Cal Cego, 
Colección de Arte 
Contemporáneo 

 
 
 
 

Pinocchio Pipenose 
Household Dilemma, 
1994 

 
Paul McCarthy 

 
Video installation | 
Pinocchio costume 
and video 
43m 50s 

 
Courtesy: Cal Cego, 
Colección de Arte 
Contemporáneo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ramallah / New York, 
2004-2005 

 
Emily Jacir 

 
DVD, 2 channels 
38m 

 
Courtesy: CV Colección 
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