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Sleepwalking Nights and Wide-Awake Days
Takesada Matsutani, Marie Lepetit, Andreas B. Krueger
Curated by Marie Chênel
21.03.2015-23.05.2015

Galerie E.G.P in Paris presents from March 21st to May 23rd of 2015 the group show 
“Sleepwalking Nights and Wide-Awake Days”, entitled after August Strindberg’s free verse 
poem. The exhibition is curated by Marie Chênel and gathers works by artists Andreas B. Krueger, 
Marie Lepetit and Takesada Matsutani.

Opening: Friday, March 20th, 2015, from 6pm to 9pm
Location: Galerie E.G.P | 20, rue Germain Pilon | 75018 Paris | France
Opening times: Thursday to Saturday, 11am-7pm, and by appointment
Phone: + 33 (0)1 42 51 31 04
Website: www.artegp.com

Press contact:
Katia Tosco: katia@artegp.com

Cover image: Marie Lepetit, De lignes à lignes, 2014. Acrylic and charcoal on paper, 100x70 cm.
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The exhibition
The group show “Sleepwalking Nights and Wide-Awake Days” originates from the admiration for 
one of Galerie E.G.P’s historic artists, Takesada Matustani (born 1937, Osaka). His work on intense 
shades of black, a manifest awareness to the materials’ own life, and his physical involvement in 
the creative process were the meeting grounds with the charcoal on paper works of French artist 
Marie Lepetit (born 1959) and the black and white photographs of Andreas B. Krueger (born in 
1982 in Greifswald, Germany).  

First night
“Gutai art does not transform or divert matter; it brings life to it.”
Jiro Yoshihara, Gutai Art Manifesto, 1956

Born in 1937 in Osaka, Takesada Matsutani has worked in France since 1966. He has remained true 
to the principles of the Japanese avant-garde movement Gutai. He was exhibited for the first time 
with the group in 1960 and remained a member until its dissolution in 1972. By making action a 
foundation for their activities and giving the body and gesture essential roles, Gutai artists – their 
name comes from gu, “instrument”, and tai, “body”, and means “concrete” – have brought 
forth a radical liberation of art. As theorized by the group’s founder, space and time go hand in 
hand, they form the two inseparable sides of the same reality, which concrete nature is what is at 
stake in Gutai’s artistic practice, so that the aesthetical emotion can reach its fullest expression. 
Gutai artists show an alert awareness to materials, whether natural or artificial, and often put 
themselves at their service, looking for a form of symbiosis.

Takesada Matsutani, Two Spots-3, 2001
acrylic, graphite and vinyl on canvas, 50 x 100 cm
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This symbiotic research is particularly apparent in Takesada Matsutani’s painted works which 
surface bears drips of wood glue. The vinyl relief formed by the sticky material, once set, brings a 
third dimension to the painting, while revealing the artist’s appeal towards biomorphic, sensual 
and curved forms. The use of glue actually began with the striking discovery, through the lens of a 
microscope, of a friend’s scientific work on cells. It is also said that chance and natural phenomena 
irrupted in the artist’s creative process when the wind blew on a flipped-over work that had not 
dried yet, making the glue inflate and form a blister. Since then, Matsutani has often artificially 
reproduced this life of the matter. 1977 marks another significant milestone in his practice when 
he started to use color, introducing graphite in his works. Along with acrylic paint and wood glue, 
it has become a recurrent technique in his production. 

Takesada Matsutani, Gutte-D, 2009
vinyl relief, graphite on canvas and plywood

55 x 30 cm

Takesada Matsutani, Cercle 2009-11, 2009
acrylic and vinyl on canvas

101 x 81 cm
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Second night
“Let my eye, so used to darkness, see.” 
August Strindberg, Sleepwalking Nights and Wide-Awake Days, 1883

The exhibition confronts several paintings by Takesada Matsutani with the works of Marie Lepetit 
– singular and intense starry nights, vibrant constellations of countless shades of black where 
subtle color variations sometimes arise. 

The French artist, born in 1959, commits herself to an assiduous studio practice. Her precise and 
infinitely repeated gestures produce powerful works on paper. Among them, a series of charcoal 
drawings on long paper rolls are a privileged territory for the bodily immersion of the artist. Such 
physical involvement is supported by an evident intensity of focus, a form of consistency and long, 
controlled breathing. This breath through the process seems to be behind the subtle and soft 
luminosity in each work. 

Marie Lepetit, Séquence II, 2013
mixed media, 314 x 114 cm
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Marie Lepetit, Archipel II, 2011
mixed media, 110 x 400 cm

Marie Lepetit, Temporary Items I, 2014
charcoal on paper, 350 x 114 cm

Marie Lepetit, De lignes à lignes (detail), 2014
acrylic and charcoal on paper, 100 x 70 cm
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Third night
“Sunny images belonging to the day before go past the weary eye.”
August Strindberg, Sleepwalking Nights and Wide-Awake Days, 1883

August Strindberg was exiled in France when he wrote the long free verse poem entitled 
Sleepwalking Nights and Wide-Awake Days in 1883. Divided in nights, his poem can be read as a long 
stroll blending together the description of everyday activity, the reminder of past memories and 
diverse considerations on contemporary life. 

A dreamlike nostalgia close to the poetic wandering of the Swedish writer inhabits the black 
and white photographs of Andreas B. Krueger (born in 1982 in Greifswald, Germany). Here, the 
mastery of the silver film’s properties and the play on stark contrasts meet the photographer’s 
taste for the inherent fragility of the medium. The images presented in the exhibition, coming 
from a series entitled Clavigo as a reference to the eponymous play by Goethe, are pieces 
snatched from his intimate experience. One of the photographs, mounted on a light box, 
shows the fragment of a naked body. The picture fades into white, erased by the end of the 
photographic film. 

Andreas B. Krueger, untitled, series Clavigo, 2014
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Andreas B. Krueger, untitled, series Clavigo, 2014

Andreas B. Krueger, untitled, series Clavigo, 2014
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Artists presented

Takesada Matsutani
Takesada Matsutani was born in Japan in 1937 and has worked in Paris for forty years. In the mid-
1950s he took part in the Japanese avant-garde Gutai, now considered a fundamental influence 
for contemporary art. On the two-dimensional canvas or paper, he creates embossments with 
polyvinyl glue. A rich black color often dominates his works. He brings a dimension of randomness 
and chance to the composition, remaining true to the early Gutai era’s action-makes-artwork 
ethos. In 2013, his work was part of a major collective exhibition at the Guggenheim Museum in 
New York.

2014:  Art Paris Art Fair, Galerie E.G.P, Paris
2013:  Gutai: Splendid Playground, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York
2013:  Takesada Matsutani. A Matrix, Hauser & Wirth, London
2013:  Collection of Prints: Kumi Sugai & Takesada Matsutani, Ashiya City Museum of Art and History, Ashiya
2012:  Gutai: The Spirit of an era, National Art Center, Tokyo
2010:  Matsutani Takesada: Stream, Museum of Modern Art, Kamakura
2009:  Matsutani, Galerie E.G.P, Paris

http://artegp.com/matsutani/

Marie Lepetit
In her monumental drawings that unroll from the walls onto the ground, Marie Lepetit (born 
in 1959) creates a multitude of dots forming interlaced lines and circles. They can suggest 
geometrical constellations, a cartographic fantasy or the orbital trajectory of particles. Her works 
are part of public collections such as those of the Cité des sciences et de l’Industrie in Paris, the 
Frac Picardie and the Fine Arts Museum in Tourcoing.

2015: Festival Visages, Martigny, Switzerland
2014:  Spiral hall, Tokyo
2014:  TemporaryItems, séquence I et II, Le 204, Paris 
2013:  Cruel Sporting, URDLA, centre international estampe et livre, Villeurbanne
2013:  Timbre, Espace, Mouvement, Galerie Briobox, Paris
2012: Boson de Higgs, Cité des sciences et de l’Industrie, Paris
2010:  Au bout de la main, Nuit Blanche, Galerie Les Douches, Paris
2009:  By The Book, La Fábrica Braço de Prata, Lisbon

http://marielepetit.fr/

http://artegp.com/matsutani/ 
http://marielepetit.fr/ 
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Andreas B. Krueger
Andreas B. Krueger was born in 1982 in Greifswald in Germany and raised in Berlin. He studied 
communication, photography, video and cinema at the University of Fine Arts in Berlin and at the 
Sorbonne in Paris. He has done research in art and media history as well as cinema history. He 
worked as a personal assistant to artists Andreas Mühe and Romina Shama. Since 2009 he has 
worked as an independent photographer, director of photography and artistic director between 
Paris and Berlin.

2014 :  XIII, Galerie Franzkowiak, Berlin
2014 :  Uebergang, Voies Off, Arles; Espace des Arts sans Frontières, Paris
2014 :  Collectifs, Festival Transphotographiques, Lille
2013 :  Cadavre 2/3, Work In Progress, Goethe-Institut Lyon
2013 :  Variations, Place du Capitole, Toulouse
2012 :  Cadavre exquis, Voies Off, Arles; Goethe-Institut, Toulouse
2011 :  Project Philia/Récits entre amis, Maison des Arts de Malakoff

http://www.andreasbkrueger.com/

Contact

Galerie E.G.P | Paris
20, rue Germain Pilon
75018 Paris | France 
Tel: + 33 (0)1 42 51 31 04 
Fax: + 33 (0)1 82 88 93 82 
@: contact@artegp.com
Opening times: Thursday to Saturday, 11am-7pm, and by appointment 

Press contact: Katia Tosco | Tel: + 33 (0) 6 69 02 25 75 | @: katia@artegp.com

Galerie E.G.P | New York
20 West 20th Street
2nd floor New York, NY 10011 | USA
Tel: + 1 (212) 822 8509 
@: ny@artegp.com
Opening times: by appointment only
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http://www.andreasbkrueger.com/

