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Occupational Therapy features the work of 19 artists from the 
1960s to the present 
On view May 1–August 16, 2015 

February 25, 2015 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
(CAM) presents a new group exhibition, Occupational Therapy, on view May 1 
through August 16, 2015. Encompassing a wide range of media—including painting, 
drawing, sculpture, photography, installation, performance, and video—from the 
1960s to the present, Occupational Therapy expresses and addresses a variety of 
psychological conditions, both real and imagined, made manifest by artistic practice. 
The exhibition features artwork by nineteen renowned artists: John Baldessari, Martin 
Brief, Tammy Rae Carland, Rochelle Feinstein, Christian Jankowski, Martin 
Kippenberger, Yayoi Kusama, Maria Lassnig, Lee Lozano, Bruce Nauman, Carl 
Pope, William Powhida, Pedro Reyes, Buzz Spector, Deb Sokolow, Frances Stark, 
William Wegman, and Andrew Norman Wilson and Nick Bastis. 
 
Where does inspiration come from? How do artists cope with pervasive skepticism 
and doubt? Can one acknowledge and celebrate artistic forebears while also finding 
one’s own voice? In our media-saturated climate, where artists find themselves 
subject to both increased visibility and constant scrutiny, some of the most incisive 
and poignant answers to these questions are often found in works of art themselves.  
 
Sincere, cynical, and humorous in equal measure, the works on view engage the 
complexities and challenges of being an artist. Featured artists inhabit a variety of 
roles, from therapist, director, and narrator to patient, actor, and subject. Debunking 
the notion of the artist as enlightened genius, the exhibition aims to humanize the 
creative process. Several artists, including Lee Lozano, Deb Sokolow, and Frances 
Stark, assume a diaristic tone, employing text in the form of manifestos, doodles, and 

Pedro Reyes, Sanatorium, 2011–present. Group activity, props, relational objects. Installation view of 
Transmigration Express, Courtesy Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, New York. Photo: Kristopher Mckay.  
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journals to give voice to personal insecurities and frustrations. They question art’s 
perceived ability to affect change. Some, like Pedro Reyes, also propose new 
paradigms for transformation. Other artists—Martin Brief, Rochelle Feinstein, Martin 
Kippenberger, and William Powhida—address what they consider to be the art 
world’s insincerity, preoccupation with celebrity, and obsession with the market. 
While many works function diagnostically by indexing the various issues artists face, 
others—by Christian Jankowski and William Wegman, for example—offer tongue-in-
cheek prescriptions for staving off conditions such as anxiety or artist’s block. 
Whether aspiring to wellness or imparting words of wisdom, the artists in 
Occupational Therapy crystallize art therapy’s directive to sublimate one’s afflictions 
through the act of making art. 

This exhibition is generously supported by David Zwirner Gallery, New York; the Goethe 
Institut, Chicago; On Stellar Rays, New York; and Jessica Silverman Gallery, San Francisco. 
Special thanks to Sonnabend Gallery, New York, and Tyler Fine Arts, St. Louis. 
 
Occupational Therapy is organized for the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis by Kelly 
Shindler, Associate Curator. 

Access images for media use here. 
 
Related Events 
 
Press & Patron Preview:  
Summer Exhibitions 
Friday, May 1, 10:00 am 
Join exhibiting artists and CAM 
curators for an exclusive introduction 
to the exhibitions. RSVP to Ida McCall 
at 314.535.0770 x311 or 
imccall@camstl.org. 
 
Opening Night:  
Summer Exhibitions 
Friday, May 1 
Member Preview: 6:00 pm 
Public Reception: 7:00–9:00 pm 
 
“Therapists in Training”  
with Pedro Reyes 
Wednesday, April 29, 6:00–8:00 pm 
Join Mexican artist Pedro Ryes as he 
trains “therapists” for his participatory 
artwork Sanatorium, on view in 
Occupational Therapy.  

Artist Panel  
Saturday, May 2, 11:00 am 
Artists Pedro Reyes, William Powhida, 
Deb Sokolow, Buzz Spector, and 
Martin Brief speak about the 
exhibition’s themes. 
 
 
Also On View this Summer 
 
Laurie Simmons: Two Boys and the 
Love Doll 
May 1–August 16, 2015 
 
Michael Staniak: IMG_ 
May 1–June 28, 2015 
 
Liat Yossifor: Pre-Verbal Painting 
July 3–August 16, 2015 
 
New Art in the Neighborhood: 20/20 
May 1–July 12, 2015 
 
Nomad Studio: Green Varnish 
June–September 2015

About the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates 
the art of our time. It is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary 
art. Focused on a dynamic array of changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-
provoking program that reflects and contributes to the global cultural landscape. 
Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, and 
educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their 
perceptions. It is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and 
enjoy contemporary visual culture. CAM is located in Grand Center, a world-class 
arts and entertainment district in the heart of St. Louis. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fftyss49yx3zcrr/AAAabgtYKD4FEIt5kYF0TWJga?dl=0
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