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Wasted Days and Wasted Nights:  
New exhibition by Rafael Francisco Salas, in two parts. 
Expanding the galleries of Walker’s Point Center for the Arts and Portrait Society Gallery, and a 
third venue on opening night.  
 
Exhibition Date: 

March 20 – May 16 at Walker’s Point Center for the Arts. 
March 20 – May 23 at Portrait Society Gallery. 

Opening Reception:  
Friday, March 20, 5-9 pm at both galleries,  

9-11 pm at Cielito Lindo. 
 

Milwaukee, WI – Artist Rafael Francisco Salas explores allegorical portraiture and personal 
history in a new solo exhibition expanding two galleries – Walker’s Point Center for the Arts  
and Portrait Society Gallery. Wasted Days and Wasted Nights exemplifies a journey – traversing 
between two galleries to experience the multiplicity, tension and whimsy surrounding his own 
cultural identity and upbringing that bridges a Wisconsin sheep farm and Tejano superstar 
Freddy Fender. 
 
The centerpiece of the exhibition at Walker’s Point Center for the Arts includes two figurative 
sculptures – a restful lamb on a pedestal and a debonair Freddy Fender figure made of straw and 
agricultural material. They face one another, seemingly a dichotomy but creating a narrative in 
their interaction. 	  
 
“These works can be seen as a mother and father figure but are also influenced by religious 
iconography, or objects of devotion. They are also a self-portrait in parts. Freddy Fender quietly 
serenades the figure of the lamb, connecting the two,” explained Salas. Works surrounding the 
figures will also signify the exploration of the theme.  
 
The portion at Portrait Society Gallery will present a narrative along the theme as well. An 
installation will create the atmosphere, symbolisms and items of nostalgia from the Mexican-
American restaurant his family owned in rural Wautoma, WI, which continues the dichotomy 
between the rural Wisconsin and Mexican-American identities.  
 
The two galleries will hold opening receptions simultaneously on March 20 between 5-9 pm. A 
post-reception event will be held at Cielito Lindo (739 S 2nd St) starting at 9:00 pm. Attendees 
will be given a card validating their attendance at each gallery. Both cards can be brought to the 
event for a chance to win prizes, which includes a framed artwork by Salas and cuts of lamb 
from Salas Farm, his family’s grass-fed sheep farm in Burnett, WI. The event, a communal 
gathering with a “meat raffle” at a Mexican restaurant, brings yet another layer for the attendees 
to experience the dichotomy and signifiers that prevalently runs throughout the exhibition.  



Rafael Francisco Salas is an artist, an associate professor at Ripon College and a regular 
contributor to the Journal Sentinel’s Art City blog. Visit his website for more 
information: rafaelsalas.com. Contact: salasr@ripon.edu.  
  
Portrait Society Gallery (207 E. Buffalo Street, Marshall Building 5th floor) is a contemporary 
art gallery dedicated to the issues surrounding the genre of portraiture. Visit Portrait Society's 
website: portraitsocietygallery.com. Contact Debra Brehmer, Director: 
414.870.9930, portraitsocietygallery@gmail.com.  
 
Walker’s Point Center for the Arts (839 S 5th St) is a nonprofit organization in support of visual 
and performing arts and youth arts education. The center fosters creativity in children through 
innovative, hands-on education and encourages audience development and artistic talent with a 
diverse blend of programming. Our exhibitions, which features both regional and national talent, 
encourages thoughtful social dialog and community engagement. For more information, visit our 
website: wpca-milwaukee.org.  
 
2015 exhibitions at Walker’s Point Center for the Arts are supported in part by grants from the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation Mary L. Nohl Fund, CDBG Milwaukee, Milwaukee County 
Arts Fund, and grants from the Milwaukee Arts Board and the Wisconsin Arts Board with 
funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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