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Art Seen Projects is delighted to present ‘The End of the World as We Know it 
(Reproductions and Mementos)’ a solo exhibition by Amikam Toren. A significant 
innovating conceptual artist, who has participated in major solo and group shows 
around the world. Over the past forty years Toren has been systematically engaged 
with the notion of representational and tautological paintings. 
 
Toren’s first major exhibition in Cyprus showcases works from three series of 
paintings and a new video installation, which Art Seen is pleased to present for the 
first time internationally. The works explore his interest in the possibility or 
impossibility of representation between form and content of found objects. The artist 
refers to them as ‘adjusted ready-mades’ incorporating the destruction and 
resurrection of the object to reconstitute new meanings. 
 
In his well-known series ‘Armchair Painting’ (1989 - present) the artist toys with 
perceptions of high and low art, by re-organizing the surfaces of paintings he finds in 
thrift-stores. Toren’s famous cut-out words, slogans or phrases on found painting 
surfaces, re-propose new readings of the work, and subsequently on its value and 
significance in the art world.    
 
In his ‘Reproduction Paintings’ (2013 - present), Toren re-evaluates the found object 
by deconstructing a major part of it - which he then pulps – and preserving only a 
small part of the original image. The artist uses the processed substance as a 
painting material that he applies on his new stretched surface along with the remains 
of the initial painting. The title of the work becomes, also, a trace of the original 
image.  
 
‘Mementos’ (2000 - present) is a series of cut-outs of artists’ signatures, the only 
reminiscence he kept of the found works. Toren’s act to discard the rest of the found 
image sets questions on hierarchy and value in respect to both subject and object.   
 
Toren’s narrations have been described by the art critic Richard Dyer as: "…the 
purest demonstration of painting painting itself, of art becoming the real it ‘stands in 
for’, of the skeleton telling the story of the body. If painting has anything left to do, 
then it is this: to tell the story of its own life – and death. And possibly, through the 
telling of this inner story, a new path will be found, new reasons to continue, new 
ways of seeing." 
 
Along these lines of thought, ‘Life’ (2012), the two-channel video installation, 
elaborates on Toren’s systematic explorations in relevant disputes that run 
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throughout his body of work. According to the artist: “The work plays on the notion of 
origin and life's potential (eggs) and its ephemeral nature (smoke or steam). The 
eggs and the boiling water produce music (sound) and perform a dance, 
which appears to be in sync with the movement of the smoke. Chance has been 
used in the making of the work.”  
 
 
 
Amikam Toren  
Born in Israel in 1945, Toren has been resident in London since 1968 and has been 
the subject of major solo exhibitions at The Serpentine Gallery, 1976; The Institute of 
Contemporary Arts, 1979; Chisenhale Gallery and Arnolfini, Bristol, 1991. His work 
has been included in the Paris Biennale of 1967; Venice Biennale, 1982; Tyne 
International, 1993; and Guangzhou Triennial, 2012. Other recent exhibitions include 
the John Moores Painting Prize, 2012, Jerwood Drawing Prize, London, 2011; Royal 
Academy of Arts, London, 2010; Neuberger Museum of Art, New York, 2009; and 
Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, 2008. In 2012 he participated in 
the 4th Guangzhou Triennial and ‘The London Open’, Whitechapel Gallery. Toren 
was awarded the Bryan Robertson Trust Award in 2012. Toren was subject to his 
first solo exhibition in the USA at the Jessica Silverman Gallery in San Francisco, 
2013. He exhibits regularly at the Noga Gallery in Tel Aviv, MOTInternational in 
Brussels and has been represented by Anthony Reynolds Gallery in London since 
1985. 

Toren has recently seen a significant expansion of interest from international 
institutions and collectors. Tate acquired a group of works in 2012 and over the last 
few years’ works have entered major collections in Istanbul, Madrid, New York, 
Dallas and London. 
 

The Embassy of Israel in Cyprus has supported this exhibition. 
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Opening Hours: Wednesday- Friday 10.00 – 18.00, Saturday 10.00 – 13.00 and by 
appointment.  
 
For additional information please contact:  
Maria Stathi Founder & Director 
+ 357 99624090 | +357 22006624 | artseenprojects@gmail.com 
 
 


