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Veda Reed 
Last Light

David Lusk Gallery welcomes a new selection of abstract sky paintings by Veda Reed. The exhibition, Last 
Light, runs mid-March to mid-April at the gallery in Memphis.

In this exhibition octogenarian Reed studies the brief yet captivating final seconds of twilight. She hones in 
on a specific timeframe where the sky is dramatically transformed. Her 2012 solo exhibition, From Dusk Til 
Dawn, concentrated on the night sky, in this group of oil paintings on canvas, Last Light, the sky and clouds 
are in a race against time to exude one last burst of energy, colorfully splayed across the atmosphere.

Veda Reed grew up in rural Oklahoma, where an appreciation for 
the sky comes with the territory. Her treatment of the landscape 
has the excitement of opera: crescendos of color meet subtle 
renditions of shape and shift. 

Working with excessively thin oil glazes on monumental 
canvases, her painting technique and process are hidden, 
thereby allowing pictorial drama to become paramount. Clouds 
take on their own persona to become magical performers on 
Reed’s stage. Each painting is choreographed like a ballet: the 
clouds dance singly or as a group.

“There is a moment after the sun drops below the horizon at sunset when the sky seems to come alive in 
the last light of the day.” Reed continues, “Clouds are edged in gold or colored like jewels; or struggling to 
stay visible, the sun presents either a soft or a brilliantly glowing self image as it slips below the horizon, high 
clouds turn pink in the east and the sky turns red on the western horizon. In a breath, the light is gone.”

Reed graduated from the Memphis College of Art where she was also an administrator and educator for 
many years. She is Professor Emeritus of MCA, a Trustee, and is again teaching courses at her alma mater. 
She has had frequent exhibitions across the country during her 60-year painting career.

David Lusk Gallery - Memphis is located in Laurelwood between Perkins Extended and Grove Park. Gallery 
hours are Tue-Fri 10-5:30, and Sat 11-4. For further information or visuals, contact Brittney Shedden at 
901-767-3800 or brittney@davidluskgallery.com.
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Dark Coulds Edged in Gold, 2013, oil on canvas, 44x60” 
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“Do not go gentle into that good night.
Rage, rage against the dying light.”

-Dylan Thomas

Low Pink Cloud, 2014, oil on canvas, 42x54”


