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Playground 
Photographs by James Mollison 
Foreword to the book by Jon Ronson 
 

Exhibition on view: April 16–June 11, 2015 
 
New York—James Mollison’s photo 
projects are defined by smart, original 
concepts applied to serious social and 
environmental themes. For his latest 
book, Playground, Mollison 
photographed children at play in their 
school playgrounds, inspired by 
memories of his own childhood and 
interested in how we all learn to 
negotiate relationships and our place in 
the world through play. 
 
Various scenes of laughter, tears, and 
games demonstrate the intense 
experiences which happen in the 
playground. For each picture, Mollison 
sets up his camera during school break time, making multiple frames and then composing each final 
photograph from several scenes, in which he finds revealing “play” narratives.  
 
With photographs from rich and poor schools, numerous middle schools, and some high schools, in 
countries including Argentina, Bhutan, Bolivia, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Nepal, Norway, Sierra 
Leone, the United Kingdom, and the U.S., Mollison also provides access for readers of all ages to issues of 
global diversity and inequality. 
 
In conjunction with the book, Aperture Foundation will present an exhibition of work from Playground 
from April 16 to June 11, 2015, at Aperture Gallery in New York. The photographs will be available 
through Aperture Foundation, and sales proceeds support the Foundation’s public and book-publishing 
programs. For more information, contact prints@aperture.org. 
 
James Mollison’s (born in Kenya, 1973) work has been featured widely in such publications as Colors, the 
New York Times Magazine, and the Paris Review, among many others. He has also published several books, 
among them James and Other Apes (2004), The Disciples (2008), and Where Children Sleep (2010).  
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Jon Ronson (foreword) is an award-winning writer and documentary maker. He is the author of many 
bestselling books, including Lost at Sea (2012), The Psychopath Test (2011), The Men Who Stare at Goats 
(2005), and Them: Adventures with Extremists (2001). He also cowrote the screenplay for the film Frank 
(2014), starring Michael Fassbender. 
 
Book Details 
 
  

Playground 
Photographs by James Mollison 
Foreword by Jon Ronson 
9  2/5 x 11 3/8 in. (24 x 32 cm)  
136 pages  
59 four-color images 
Hardcover, Swiss-bound 
ISBN 978-1-59711-307-6  
$50.00/£30.00  
Rights: World, excluding France 
April 2015 
 

 
 
Exhibition Details 
 
Opening Reception: Thursday, April 16, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Talk and book signing: Saturday, April 18, 2:00 p.m. 
 
Location: Aperture Gallery, 547 West 27th Street, 4th floor, New York 
Hours: Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.; Thursday until 8:00 p.m.; Closed Sunday 
 
 
 
About Aperture Foundation 

 

Aperture, a not-for-profit foundation, connects the photo community and its 
audiences with the most inspiring work, the sharpest ideas, and with each 
other—in print, in person, and online. 
 
Created in 1952 by photographers and writers as “common ground for the 
advancement of photography,” Aperture today is a multi-platform publisher 
and center for the photo community. From its base in New York, Aperture 
Foundation produces, publishes, and presents a program of photography 
projects and programs—locally, across the United States, and around the 
world. 

        facebook.com/aperturefoundation 
 

     @aperturefnd and @aperturemag  
 

     instagram.com/aperturenyc 
 

      pinterest.com/apertureny 
 
      vimeo.com/aperture/videos 

     
 


