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For immediate release: 

 

Co-Existence Part II 

Manfred Zylla / Antonin Mareš / Garth Erasmus 

 

11 July – 29 August 2015 

Opening reception: Tuesday, 21 July 2015  

 

Manfred Zylla, After Fracking, Mixed media on paper, 200 x 150 cm, 2015 

This group exhibition constitutes the second instalment of a series established in 2014. Co-

Existence Part I featured three artists from three continents (Bronwen Vaughan-

Evans/Australia, Jan Smith/Mexico and Nomusa Makhubu/South Africa) who dealt with issues 

of displacement and post-colonial identity. Now three diverse artists have again come 

together to address the notion of environmental politics and the further dislocation and strife 

of a society in conflict with the land and the corporate structures that sustain it. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

 

Manfred Zylla was born in Germany in 1939 and has been resident in South Africa since 1970. 

He became prominent as an artist highly critical of apartheid in the 1980’s with a stream of 

hard-hitting drawings, prints and paintings. These works are widely acknowledged as critical 

for understanding resistance art, an important chapter in South African art history. Zylla 

continues to work within a paradigm of social critique. His work comments on globalisation, 
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urbanisation, climate change, exploitation of natural resources, alternative energy, and 

attitudes towards disability. 

Antonin Mareš was born in 1951 and grew up in the city of Brno in former Yugoslavia. He immigrated to 

Germany in 1968.  He lives in Munich and works as a translator and also practices as an artist.  

In the late 1990s, Mareš and Zylla collaborated on a project commissioned by Handicap 

International. Their collaboration resulted in a multimedia installation that toured throughout 

Germany. 

 

Garth Erasmus was born 1956, Uitenhage, Eastern Cape, South Africa, and lives in Cape 

Town. Visual artist and musician best known for his innovative use of materials, Erasmus has 

been featured in almost every major book survey of South African art since the late 1980s. He 

is also well-represented in the National Museum of African Art and the Smithsonian Institute in 

Washington. 

 

ABOUT ERDMANNCONTEMPORARY 

 

With an established international reputation, Erdmann Contemporary is committed to the 

development of successful and sustainable careers.   To this end it has attracted the 

attention of both local and international collectors, museum directors and curators. The 

gallery’s exhibition schedule over the past 14 years is testimony to its commitment of hosting 

relevant and content rich exhibitions by both local and selected international artists.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For interviews, further details on the exhibition, detailed artist biographies and/or 

images, please contact 021 422 2762 or e-mail galleryinfo@mweb.co.za 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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