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Kate MacDowell // Clay Pigeons / 2010 / Size varies / Slip cast
and hand-carved terracotta, earth, lead shot

MIAMI, FL—Mindy Solomon Gallery presents its first solo exhibition of sculptural and installation-based works by Portland, 
Oregon-based artist Kate MacDowell April 10th-May 22nd, 2015 in the Wynwood arts district. An opening reception for 
‘Completely Exposed’ will take place Friday, April 10th, from 6-9pm. Mindy Solomon Gallery is located at 172 NW 24th Street, 
Miami, and proud to represent the incredible talent of Kate MacDowell.  “We are excited to present this new body of work as a 
voice for contemporary sculptural narrative and environmental awareness,” said gallery director Mindy Solomon.

Kate MacDowell’s intricately articulated sculptures and installations convey a sense of fragility and preciousness in the human relationship 
to the natural world. Her depictions of sculptural animals serve as a metaphor for the sense of need and loss felt in an ever-changing, 
insensitive industrial society often driven by greed and corporate profit. The figures’ piercing gazes aim to force the viewer to confront their 
own mortality.

Kate MacDowell states:  “My newest work explores our physical and psychological relationships to the animal kingdom.  Whether as 
proxy, trophy, raw material, or mythic symbol, animals currently occupy a space in our subconscious which layers history, fable, and an 
awareness of species fragility.   

“I use a variety of methods to create these pieces, from hand-sculpting porcelain (often building a solid form and then hollowing it out), to 
slip casting and assembling multiples. I see each piece as a captured and preserved specimen, a painstaking record of endangered natu-
ral forms and a commentary on our own culpability.”

Media Inquiries:
Kristin Carlson
Think All Day
505-501-2497
k@thinkallday.com

“We’re so much more likely to feel sympathy for an animal than another person; thus, the best fiction uses animals to 
define truly humane behavior.”
-Chuck Palahniuk



Kate MacDowell // Nursemaid 1 // 2015 
11 x 8.5 x 11 inches, pedestal piece // Hand-built porcelain, glaze

MacDowell explains: “Again and again, we look into the alien and find our own reflection—whether in the martial behavior of ants or in 
dreams of flight. We rely on the sacrifice of primates in laboratories to ensure the health and survival of our own offspring at the same time 
we look to our origins—our most primal selves—in their behavior and familial bonds. The use of fur and hide in fashion links to our earliest 
attempts to psychologically clothe ourselves in order to experience other states of being.  

“We may also choose to look toward our own destiny as we track early casualties of our transformation of the environment—from the 
spread of invasive species such as pine-bark beetles to historical extinction events such as the destruction of the passenger pigeon.  In 
each case, our desire or longing for a psychological union between man and nature is complicated by friction and the discomforting feel-
ing that we, too, are vulnerable to being victimized by our destructive practices.”

Kate MacDowell // Skin-Changer’s Closet // 2015   
Size varies; shown here installed at 34 x 51 inches / Hand-built porcelain, glaze



High-resolution images, and interviews with the artists and gallery director, are available upon request. Please contact Kristin 
Carlson, Think All Day Design + PR, at 505-501-2497 or k@thinkallday.com with image and interview requests. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Kate MacDowell has been honored with a Kohler Artist Residency and an RACC Professional Development Grant, Zelli Porcelain Award 
short-list, Lincoln Arts & Culture Foundation ‘Best of Show,’ NICHE Award for hand-built ceramics, CraftForms Visionary Award of Excel-
lence, Oregon College of Art & Craft Individual Merit Award, Penland School of Crafts scholarship, and Kiln Gold Residency at the Water-
shed Center for the Ceramic Arts. Her work has been exhibited widely throughout the US and England, and published in North America, 
Europe, Australia, and Asia.  Her installations appear in the permanent collection of the John Michael Kohler Arts Center (Wisconsin) and 
many private collections. She lives and works in Portland, Oregon, and holds a BA and an MAT from Brown University in Providence, 
Rhode Island.

ABOUT MINDY SOLOMON GALLERY
Mindy Solomon Gallery specializes in contemporary emerging and mid-career artists and art advisory services. Represented works in-
clude painting, sculpture, photography, and video in both narrative and non-objective styles. The gallery also exhibits some of the most 
prestigious contemporary Korean artists on the world market today. With an interest in client education, such as a collectors’ tour to 
South Korea, and regular artists talks and VIP events, the gallery is a full-service showcase of the international art world. Represented 
artists of note include: Berlin-based painter Christopher Winter; Scottish photographer Muir Vidler; Korean sculptural artist Kang Hyo Lee; 
Mexican mixed-media artists the de la Torre Brothers; New York-based painter James Kennedy; and an array of other national and inter-
national talent.

Named one of the Top 500 Galleries Worldwide in Louise Blouin Media Modern Painters 2013 Annual Guide, Mindy Solomon Gallery 
participates in many prestigious art fairs, including the upcoming Art Miami fair during Art Basel’s Art Week in Miami Beach, as well as the 
Zona Maco Contemporary Art Fair in Mexico City, VOLTA NY, PULSE, Moving Image, and Shanghai Contemporary. Always interested in 
the intersection of art and design, Mindy Solomon and her staff work closely with designers, advisors, consultants and curators to inform 
and integrate fine works of art into every aesthetic environment.

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

May 29-July 3
Intimate Strangers:
Christina West 

Opening July 10
A Matter of Space: 
Linda Lopez

September-October
Ali Smith

November-December
The Way We See It:
The Philosophical Visualizations
of Muir Vidler & Scot Sothern

Mindy Solomon Gallery is located at 172 NW 24th Street in Miami, Florida, open 11:00am-5:00pm Thursday through Saturday, 
and Tuesday and Wednesday by appointment; call 786-953-6917 or email info@mindysolomon.com for information.


