
 

 

Press Release  Press Contact 

For immediate release  Christina Graham 

  212 643 6353 

  press@jacoblewisgallery.com 

 

Rina Banerjee: Tropical Urban 

April 10–June 6, 2015 

Opening Reception April 9, 6-8pm 

Jacob Lewis Gallery is pleased to present Tropical Urban, an exhibition of new sculptures and works 

on paper by Rina Banerjee. This is the artist’s inaugural exhibition with Jacob Lewis Gallery, on view 

April 10–June 6, with an opening reception April 9, 6-8pm.  

Rina Banerjee’s work investigates the possibilities of cultural identity; its relics, how we identify 

ourselves, and how that perception changes through the eyes of others. Textiles, shells, antique 

furnishings, and other vestiges of culture are manipulated and transformed, their meanings 

complicated by the viewer’s associations. Banerjee gravitates towards collage and assemblage, 

embracing the clumsiness in the meeting of disparate materials during their initial encounter, and 

allowing their narrative powers to reconcile in an elegant balance. The artist is not interested in 

cultural restraints, but instead the permeability of barriers in a globalized world. Culture is fluid, not 

fixed; something to be explored and manipulated, confounded and realized.   

In this exhibition, the artist explores the idea of the urban environment. Banerjee views the ideal city 

as the “tropical urban,” a bountiful place where people go to transform themselves, to be surrounded 

by the fertile soil of a myriad of cultures and diverse beauty. The characters in Banerjee’s paintings 

and sculptures are creatures who take ownership of their identity, metamorphosing into surreal 

forms, free to do so as a result of the city’s celebration of self-invention. Painted creatures—part 

bird, part woman—float and molt their feathers to acquire insect or mammal elements. A vine-like 

snake entangles itself in a steel armature, molting its skin of plastic netting to reveal a new body of 

delicate lace within. Baroque eclecticism emerges in the ornate detailing of each sculpture, at once 

both human and animal, allowing a glimpse into our own evolutionary past, showing that the urge to 

be animals is still imprinted within us. Sculptures and works on paper with stacked compositions and 

overlapping vignettes inform one another, the paintings providing the viewer with a sense of the 

mysterious world Banerjee’s sculptural figures might inhabit.  

‡ 

Rina Banerjee was born in Calcutta, India in 1963. She grew up in London, England, and eventually 

moved to New York, NY.  She received her Bachelor of Science degree in Polymer Engineering at Case 

Western University in 1993 and took a job as a polymer research chemist upon graduation. After 

several years, she left the science profession to receive her Masters in Fine Arts from Yale University 



 

 

in 1995. Banerjee’s work has been exhibited internationally, including but not limited to New York, 

NY; Paris, France; London, England; Tokyo, Japan; Los Angeles, CA; New Delhi, India; Milan, Italy; 

Singapore; and notably a solo exhibition at the Smithsonian in Washington, DC in 2013. The artist’s 

works are also included in many private and public collections such as the Whitney Museum of 

American Art, New York, NY; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA; Centre George 

Pompidou, Paris, France; Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA; Queens Museum, 

Queens, NY; and the Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY.  Rina Banerjee currently lives and works in New 

York City.  
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Rina Banerjee 

A Mad Woman, an Eternal Eve, a Monkey cheated leaped, from limb to limp in open air, curled a 

mischievous and bulbous melancholy in tail that sailed and with a single cough, a sudden drip, a curtain 

of bubbles, tears spilled to send land liquids, fertilizer, all fluid migrations leaking abroad and across 

2015 

Steel structure, plastic horn, fans, 500 watt bulbs, balls, wire and saree cloth 

Variable dimensions 
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Rina Banerjee 

Not so so silent, outspoken when there be disgusting disaster she be named "Sky" loved booth bees 

and flies.  Seasons surrendered when her temper chased away and colored flaming and flowered sent 

her pleasures of spring to open where once then and hence before could be waiting could now be 

rendered in her tickle and fancy!   

2015 

Acrylic, ink and collage on watercolor paper  

29 x 23 1/8 inches 
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Rina Banerjee 

Dodo bird and her Extinction met Dutch sailors in the Indian Ocean while they were looking for fortune 

and existence both plain and simple sailed into new worlds and paradises or experience death was one 

notion 

 2015 

Acrylic, ink and collage on watercolor paper  

30 x 22 inches 

 


