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T R A N S P O S E 
An exhibition by Jean-François Bouchard      
Arsenal Toronto, April 16 – August 15, 2015 
Opening Reception: Thursday, May 8 6 to 9 PM 

 
Arsenal Contemporary Art is proud to present Transpose, an exhibit that showcases photographs by Jean-

François Bouchard that delves into the profoundly intimate journeys undergone by members of the 

transgendered community, specifically those who have transitioned from female to male. Bouchard 

follows the tradition of classical portraiture in his images, and unearths the multiple layers of societal, 

personal, and aesthetic preconceptions one may have when faced with such a transformation. 

 
While most may turn to body modification for the sake of beautification, the transgendered look to 

surgical intervention to free themselves of the constraints of their original gender. Bouchard pays 

homage to the immense human strength and personal sacrifice required to realize an alignment of 

self. 

 

Transpose is the culmination of three years’ worth of research, interviews, and photo sessions that have 

taken place in New York, Los Angeles, and Montreal. Biographical statements written by the subjects that 

accompany each photograph invite us to reflect on the themes of identity, transformation, and self 

realization. Bouchard notes that “this series for was [for me] not only an exploration into a subculture, 

but one of my personal understanding of gender as I related to my subjects, not only on a human level but 

as a man in the company of another.” [sic] 

 
Practicing photography since 2003, Jean-François Bouchard’s works have been exhibited in Canada, the 

United States, and France. His practice focuses on marginalized and often ostracized groups in Western 

society. He sees his role as not only that of an activist but also of a witness who communicates the 

humanity of his subjects. 

 
ARSENAL 

 
Located at 45 Ernest Avenue, Toronto, Arsenal is a private centre dedicated to the support, 

development, and promotion of contemporary art. It is open to the public Tuesday through Saturday 

from 10AM to 6PM. For more information please visit arsenaltoronto.com. 

 

 
For further information about this exhibition, images or interview requests, please contact:  

 

Orélie Brulet 

Arsenal contemporary art 

+1 (514) 931-9978 

o.brulet@arsenalmontreal.com 
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