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New side-by-side solo exhibitions open Friday, May 22, 
2015 @ James Watrous Gallery: 

 

Rafael Francisco Salas: Wasted Days and Wasted Nights 
 

Craig Clifford: Fragments 
 

MADISON– Solo exhibitions by Wisconsin artists Rafael Francisco Salas 
(Ripon) and Craig Clifford (Oshkosh) will be on view beginning Friday, May 
22, 2015, at the Wisconsin Academy's James Watrous Gallery, located on 
the 3rd floor of Overture Center for the Arts in Madison. Details are as 
follows: 
 

 Exhibition dates: May 22 – July 5, 2015 
 

 Opening reception (free and open to the public): Friday, May 22, 
5:30-7:30 pm, with informal gallery talks by both artists at 6:30 pm.  

 

EXHIBITION DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Rafael Francisco Salas: Wasted Days and Wasted Nights 
 
Wasted Days and Wasted Nights reflects upon identity, and tension played 
out on the vast landscapes of rural Wisconsin.  It is a personal journey in 
response to conflict and confusion, but also beauty and devotion.  The 
central figures are Tejano superstar and musician Freddy Fender and the 
image of the sacred lamb from Jan and Hubert Van Eyck’s 15th century 
Ghent Altarpiece.  The exhibit includes several large-scale drawings and 
two larger-than-life mixed media sculptures that evoke objects of devotion 
from the Ghent Altarpiece but also allegorically portray Mexican-American 
culture in Wisconsin.   
 
Using landscape imagery along with narrative and symbolic elements, 
Rafael Francisco Salas creates artwork that investigates Midwestern culture, 
architecture, abstraction and country music.  Salas grew up in small towns in 
Wisconsin, of mixed Mexican and Caucasian descent.  His family owns a 
grass fed sheep farm in Burnett, Wisconsin.  He is an associate professor of 
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art at Ripon College in Ripon, WI.  More biographical information can be 
found at wisconsinacademy.org/contributor. 
 
Craig Clifford: Fragments 
 
Working in brilliantly glazed ceramic, Craig Clifford casts found objects and 
combines them into tableaux in which natural imagery collides with pure 
kitsch.  Clifford describes his process as an investigation of how context, 
expectation, and gaze affect our experience with everyday objects and 
images.  Using teapots, cups, and other traditional ceramic forms, 
Clifford’s colorful three-dimensional collages elevate the familiar to the 
sublime.   
 
Clifford is interested in the intersection of high and low culture, and how 
images and objects carry meaning.  His work has been exhibited 
internationally and he was recently an artist in residence at the Archie Bray 
Foundation in Helena, Montana.  Clifford is currently an assistant professor 
and head of the ceramic department at the University of Wisconsin - 
Oshkosh. More biographical information can be found 
at wisconsinacademy.org/contributor. 
 
FOR MEDIA ONLY: Download images from the exhibition at flickr.com. 
This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of the 
Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. The James Watrous Gallery also 
receives ongoing support from Doubletree Hotel-Madison and the 
members of the nonprofit Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and 
Letters. 
 
About the James Watrous Gallery 
Free and open to the public, the James Watrous Gallery is a program of 
the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters, an independent, 
nonprofit organization that seeks to inspire discovery, illuminate creative 
work, and foster civil dialogue. The gallery's primary focus is the work of 
contemporary Wisconsin visual artists. We also present exhibitions that 
explore the history of art in Wisconsin or topics that bridge the sciences, 
arts, and humanities. Our goals are to support Wisconsin visual art and 
artists through quality exhibitions and programs, to provide opportunities 
for viewers to actively engage in the visual arts, and to encourage a spirit 
of inquiry.  
For gallery hours and more information on exhibiting artists, please 
visit wisconsinacademy.org/gallery or call 608-265-2500. 
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