
 
 
 
 
  

Chicago Architectural Biennial Announces International Participants, Public 
Programming and $1 Million Gift from SC Johnson Joining Presenting Sponsor BP, 

in Anticipation of October Opening 
City-wide event will be the largest international survey of contemporary architecture 

taking place in North America; will provide a diverse offering of public programs 
 
Chicago (April 14, 2015) – The Chicago Architectural Biennial announces today a robust 
list of architects and artists from around the world who will participate in its inaugural 
edition, which will be North America’s largest international exhibition of contemporary 
architecture. In addition, the Biennial announces a $1 million gift from Regional Sponsor 
SC Johnson.  
 
The Biennial will enrich Chicago’s continuing role as a crucible of architectural 
innovation. Given the significance of the city and the region in the history of modern 
architecture, Chicago is an ideal host for this convening of contemporary architects from 
around the world. As a global stage for debate and the exchange of ideas, the Biennial will 
highlight architectural projects and experiments that offer a breadth of design 
approaches and cultural perspectives. Presenting full-scale installations, interactive 
projects, new technologies, and a range of media, the Biennial will give visitors an 
opportunity to experience architecture in new and unexpected ways.  
 
The Chicago Architecture Biennial will take place from October 3, 2015 through January 
3, 2016, and admission will be free. Titled The State of the Art of Architecture, it will 
include large scale exhibitions featuring new generations of the world’s leading 
architectural talent and a rich offering of public programs that engage an extensive 
network of cultural partners (over 60 to date). The Biennial is supported by Presenting 
Partners the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE) 
and the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, with additional 
support from the Rebuild Foundation and the Chicago Park District. The Biennial is 
funded through private donations. 
 
The Biennial’s current list of 63 participants includes architects and artists based in more 
than 25 countries, across five continents. In attendance at the public announcement of 
participants were three architects whose work will be featured in the Biennial. These 
include Tatiana Bilbao, a versatile and dynamic architect based in Mexico City with a 
significant body of work across the world, including a pavilion at the Jinhua Architecture 
Park in China and numerous projects in her native Mexico, and Chicago artist and 
architect Amanda Williams, whose projects and urban interventions thoughtfully 
investigate questions of race, urbanism, and the built environment. Also in attendance to 
show support for the Biennial was participant Jeanne Gang, designer of the iconic Aqua 
Tower, a MacArthur Fellow, and principal of the award-winning firm Studio Gang 
Architects, based in Chicago.  



 
 
 
 
  

 
The Biennial’s list of participants is still in formation and is expected to grow in the 
coming months. Participants will present fresh and innovative architectural projects as 
part of the Biennial’s main exhibition, which will occupy the Chicago Cultural Center -- the 
first time the historic building will be dedicated to a single exhibition. Additional exhibition 
sites include Millennium Park, the Graham Foundation, City Gallery in the historic 
Watertower, and the Stony Island Arts Bank on the city’s South Side. The grand opening 
of the Stony Island Arts Bank, a new cultural venue launched by acclaimed Chicago artist 
Theaster Gates, will be part of the Biennial’s exhibitions program. The Biennial will also 
extend to 72 E. Randolph, where architect Iker Gil will organize Chicago-based designers 
to develop proposals for alternative views of the city, engaging the public in a discussion 
on new ideas for the Chicago metropolitan region.  
 
“There is no better host city than Chicago for this important global event,” said Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel. “The City of Chicago has left an indelible mark on the field of 
architecture, from the world’s first modern skyscraper to revolutionary urban designs. The 
Chicago Architecture Biennial offers a welcome opportunity to celebrate the 
architectural, cultural, and design advancements that are shaping our world.” 
 
The Biennial was envisioned by Mayor Rahm Emanuel and is an outgrowth of the 
comprehensive cultural plan developed by DCASE and its Commissioner, Michelle T. 
Boone. Released in October 2012, the Chicago Cultural Plan has created a framework to 
guide the City's cultural and economic growth. Along with DCASE, the Chicago-based 
Graham Foundation, which seeks to foster the development and exchange of diverse and 
challenging ideas about architecture and its role in the arts, culture, and society, serves 
as a Presenting Partner by offering creative and operational support to the Biennial.  
 
“BP and its heritage company offices have been part of the Chicago skyline for decades, 
so we take great pride in serving as the Presenting Sponsor of the Chicago Architecture 
Biennial,” said Doug Sparkman, chief operating officer of BP Fuels North America. “On 
behalf of the more than 2,000 BP employees who call the greater Chicago area home, I’d 
like to welcome these talented architects and artists to this celebration of Chicago’s role 
in shaping architecture across the globe.” 
 
The Chicago Architecture Biennial’s Artistic Directors are Sarah Herda, Director of the 
Graham Foundation, and Joseph Grima, an architect, curator, and writer based in Genoa, 
Italy.  
 
“Our goal is to create an exhibition and public programs that are meaningful to both the 
public and to the field of architecture,” said Herda. “The Biennial is an incredible 
opportunity to present experimental and provocative architectural projects and ideas in a 



 
 
 
 
  

very public platform, and in a city that continues to be an inspiration to architects across 
the world.”  
 
Grima remarked, “During our research we have had conversations with hundreds of 
architects working in radically different cultural, social and economic conditions.The 
Biennial is an occasion to explore the inspiring work that new architectural generations 
are producing.” 
 
The Chicago Architecture Biennial is delighted to announce SC Johnson as its Regional 
Sponsor. “SC Johnson has a legacy of supporting great architecture. Our international 
headquarters is home to two incredible Frank Lloyd Wright buildings – the Administration 
Building and the Research Tower,” said Fisk Johnson, SC Johnson Chairman and CEO. 
“We are proud to help sponsor Chicago’s celebration of architectural achievements.” 
 
Public Programs 
In addition to exhibitions, there will be a range of film screenings, symposia, 
performances, tours, city-wide and regional programs.  The Biennial will invite attendees 
to explore how architecture and design can transform the lives of people around the 
world. Full programming is still in development and will be announced over the coming 
months but over 60 partner organizations have stepped up to provide complementary 
programming (list attached).  Specific programming areas include: 
 

• The Opening Summit – The Opening Summit will comprise an exciting series of 
events that will launch the Biennial, and that will give Biennial participants the 
opportunity to present and discuss their work through a variety of program 
formats.  

 
• Talks and Presentations – Leading architects, critics, curators and historians will 

discuss and debate pressing issues in architecture and urbanism through 
lectures, symposia, and roundtables. 

 
• Performances – Architects, artists and designers, as well as musicians, dancers, 

and storytellers will activate the Biennial and partner venues through public 
performances that explore architecture through the lens of diverse disciplines, 
while engaging and inspiring audiences. 

 
• Film Screenings – The Chicago International Film Festival will present weekly 

screenings at the Chicago Cultural Center, featuring films that deal with 
architectural themes, and the Black Cinema House will offer a film program that 
addresses the relationships between architecture, the African diaspora, and the 
urban experience. 

 



 
 
 
 
  

• Social Events – Every Friday during the Biennial, the Chicago Cultural Center will 
be the site of late night programming, featuring a wide range of experimental 
speakers, performances, music, and social experiences. 

 
• Tours – Guided tours of the Biennial exhibition at the Chicago Cultural Center will 

be free of charge. The Biennial will also partner with the Chicago Architecture 
Foundation to promote Chicago-based tours that highlight the city’s architectural 
legacy. 

 
• Regional Program: 

• The Regional Program is made possible by Regional Sponsor SC 
Johnson. The program centerpiece will be free regular tours of the 
historic SC Johnson Campus in Racine, Wisconsin, including the 
Research Tower and Administration Building designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

• The Chicago Architecture Biennial will also activate a network of historic 
architectural sites throughout the region, including: Mies van der Rohe’s 
Farnsworth House in Plano, IL; sites designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
Chicago and Oak Park, IL; and a collection of buildings in Columbus, IN 
designed by architects including Edward Larrabee Barnes, Kevin Roche, 
Eero Saarinen, Robert Venturi and Harry Weese, among others. 

 
• Education – The Chicago Architecture Biennial will partner with the Chicago 

Architecture Foundation to create a rich and multi-faceted education program for 
Chicago Public School students and their families. Details of this partnership will 
be announced in early Summer. 

 
A complete list of programming, special events and symposia will be available in the 
coming months at www.chicagoarchitecturebiennial.org. 
 

About the 2015 Chicago Architecture Biennial 
 
Key dates: 
Exhibition dates:                        October 3, 2015 - January 3, 2016 
Press and Professional Previews:           October 1 - October 2, 2015 
Opening Weekend:        October 3 - October 4, 2015   
 
The inaugural Chicago Architecture Biennial takes its title, The State of the Art of 
Architecture, from a 1977 conference organized by architect Stanley Tigerman, which 
invited leading American designers to Chicago to discuss the current state of the field. 

http://www.chicagoarchitecturalbiennial.org/


 
 
 
 
  

The Chicago Architecture Biennial will expand the spirit and scope of this event. It will 
invite both emerging and established practices from across the world to Chicago to 
demonstrate how groundbreaking advances in architectural design are tackling the most 
pressing issues of today. In this way it will enrich Chicago’s unique role in history as a 
crucible of architectural innovation. The setting for a succession of pivotal episodes in 
modern architecture and urbanism, and a context in which architects such as Louis 
Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Mies van der Rohe developed revolutionary projects, 
Chicago will operate as a nexus for the ideas and practices that are driving global 
architectural culture in the 21st century. 
 
Chicago Architecture Biennial Inc. is an Illinois non-profit organization charged with 
executing the inaugural 2015 Biennial and subsequent biennials. CAB is dedicated to 
creating an international forum on architecture and urbanism through the production of 
exhibitions and public programs. CAB seeks to convene the world’s leading practitioners, 
theorists and commentators in the field of architecture and urbanism to explore, debate 
and demonstrate the significance of architecture to contemporary society. CAB, under 
the leadership of Executive Director Ty Tabing, works with the Artistic Directors to 
execute their vision for the Biennial’s program and exhibits and also oversees the 
administration, marketing, and development of community partnerships for the Biennial. 
 
 

 


