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 Penelope Umbrico, Sun Screen (Camera Obscura)(detail), 2015 
 Courtesy of the artist and Mark Moore Gallery, Culver City, CA 

New Aldrich Exhibition Focuses on the Nature of Light in the Context of Digital Technology  
 
Ridgefield (April 2015): The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum will present Shallow Sun, an exhibition of new photo and video 
works by artist Penelope Umbrico that traces a ricocheting trajectory through photographic history. 
 
Shallow Sun will be presented inside and adjacent to The Aldrich’s camera obscura—a permanent architectural feature of the 
Museum building containing a device that formed the basis for all photographic technology. 
 
The exhibition brings together a series of Umbrico’s works from 1989 to the present, reflecting on photography’s relationship to 
light and the complex changes that digital technology has brought to photographic image production. Sun Stream (camera 
obscura), the site-specific intervention into the Museum’s camera obscura, utilizes both analog and digital technology to reveal 
how we are at a point where light—traditionally the most central element of photography—has become disembodied from the 
natural world, with even the sun itself reduced to a mere artifact. 
 
Aldrich Exhibitions Director Richard Klein explains, “Shallow Sun explores how the physicality of the image is disappearing in the 
digital age, and, in turn, how a digital image can now be reproduced infinitely to the point that it can be completely disassociated 
with the original reference.” 
 



Klein continues, “Umbrico has placed a ‘sunset’ (actually an animation of photographs of the sun found on the Internet) on a 
monitor outside the camera obscura’s aperture. Although the morphing sun image projected inside the room is naturally 
produced by light coming through the camera’s lens, it is actually a digital artifact that has been ‘reprocessed’ through traditional 
photographic means.” 
 
Other elements of Umbrico’s exhibition include an animated video montage of “light leaks” created from smartphone camera 
app filters (originally made to add nostalgic, chemical-processing-era errors to digital photographs), and a collection of over fifty 
cereal boxes with the surfaces blacked out, leaving visible only the silhouetted images of frozen splashes of milk that slyly 
reference Harold Edgerton’s iconic strobe photographs from the 1930s.  
 
Photography can be considered both a technology and an art. If art is ultimately about asking questions, Umbrico’s process 
probes deeply into the nature of both photography and light in our present moment, brightly illuminating the shadows that 
technology has cast over everyday life. 
 
Penelope Umbrico: Shallow Sun has been organized by Richard Klein, The Aldrich’s exhibitions director. 

— 
The Circumstance Series 
 
Penelope Umbrico: Shallow Sun is part of Circumstance, the Museum’s new spring exhibition series, which features six solo 
presentations that explore how artists use context to articulate their work. In addition to Umbrico, artists Virginia Poundstone, 
Nancy Shaver, Ruby Sky Stiler, Elif Uras, and B. Wurtz will be featured. During Circumstance the Museum will be transformed into 
a maze of intersecting installations, where craft, found, utilitarian, historical design, technology and everyday objects sit beside 
works of art, showcasing how artists take inspiration from their environments. The exhibitions will reveal never-before-seen 
aspects of the practices of the six artists, as each has been an active collaborator with the Museum’s curatorial team in the 
development, conceptualization, and presentation of their work.  
 
The Circumstance suite of exhibitions—organized by exhibitions director Richard Klein and curator Amy Smith-Stewart—will 
highlight inspiration and its influence across object-making, through the presentation of specifically commissioned new work by 
the six artists. Circumstance will underscore the intersection of installation art and exhibition design, and show how the 
convergence of fine art, design, and non-art objects within the exhibition format informs creative expression.  
 
In a participatory aspect of the project, The Aldrich has invited residents of Fairfield, Litchfield, and New Haven Counties in 
Connecticut, and Westchester and Putnam Counties in New York, to suggest items from visual culture to be displayed alongside 
work by one of the six artists in order to help create imaginative new contexts for the exhibitions. More information can be 
found at aldrichart.org/opportunities/publicproject.php. 

— 
The Artist 
 
Umbrico was born in Philadelphia in 1957, and lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. She has exhibited her work internationally, 
including at The Photographer’s Gallery, London; Mark Moore Gallery, Culver City, California; The Museum of Modern Art, New 
York; The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; the Alt. + 1000 Festival of Photography, Rossiniére, Switzerland; the Denver Art 
Museum; and the Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe, Hamburg, Germany. A monograph on the artist’s work, Penelope Umbrico 
(photographs), was published by the Aperture Foundation in 2011.  

— 
The Museum 
 
Founded by Larry Aldrich in 1964, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum is dedicated to fostering the work of innovative artists 
whose ideas and interpretations of the world around us serve as a platform to encourage creative thinking. The Aldrich is one of 
the few independent, non-collecting contemporary art museums in the United States and the only museum in Connecticut 
devoted to contemporary art. Throughout its fifty-year history, the Museum has engaged its community with thought-provoking, 
interdisciplinary exhibitions and programs. 

  
The Museum’s education and public programs are designed to connect visitors of all ages to contemporary art through 
innovative learning approaches in hands-on workshops, tours, and performances led by exhibiting artists and Museum 



Educators. Area schools are served by curriculum-aligned on-site and in-school programs, as well as teachers’ professional 
development training. Because of the contemporary focus of Museum exhibitions, the artists are regularly present in the 
galleries, accessible to the public, and a crucial part of Museum programming. 

  
Originally located in the landmark 1783 building on Ridgefield’s historic Main Street that now houses administrative offices, since 
2004 the galleries and Education Center have been located in a 17,000 square-foot facility adjacent to the Museum’s two-acre 
sculpture garden. 

— 
The Reception 
 
An opening reception for Circumstance will be held on Sunday, May 3, from 2 to 5 pm, and will offer visitors the opportunity to 
meet artists, take exhibition tours, participate in family activities, and purchase gourmet farm-to-museum boxed lunches 
prepared by Ridgefield’s own No. 109 Cheese & Wine. There will be a family-friendly preview brunch for Aldrich members with 
trustees, curators, and artists prior to the public reception, from 12 noon to 2 pm. Free onsite parking is available. Direct round-
trip transportation from NYC will depart MoMA PS1 (on Jackson Avenue near 46th Road) in Long Island City, Queens, at 12 noon, 
and arrive at The Aldrich by 1:30 pm. The shuttle will leave The Aldrich at 5 pm, returning to NYC by approximately 6:30 pm. 
Reservations are required and cost $25. Information: 203.438.4519, aldrichart.org. 

— 
Supporters 
 
The Aldrich, in addition to significant support from its Board of Trustees, receives contributions from many dedicated friends and 
patrons. Major funding for Museum programs and operations has been provided by the Department of Economic and 
Community Development, Connecticut Office of the Arts; the National Endowment for the Arts; the Anna-Maria and Stephen 
Kellen Foundation; and the Leir Foundations.  
 
Support for Education and Public programs has been provided by the William Randolph Hearst Foundation, Joyride Ridgefield, 
the Newman’s Own Foundation, Fairfield County’s Community Foundation, Ridgefield Education Foundation, The Cowles 
Charitable Trust, and The Gage Fund.  
 
Generous support for exhibitions has been provided by the SAHA Association, The Coby Foundation, and The Pollock-Krasner 
Foundation, Inc. 
 
HamletHub; Morris Media Group, publishers of Ridgefield Magazine; and WSHU Public Radio are the official media sponsors of 
The Aldrich in 2015. 

— 
Contact 
 
Pamela Ruggio 
Communications Director 
pruggio@aldrichart.org 
203.438.4519 
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