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              Elif Uras, Pregnant Haliç II, 2015 
              Courtesy of the artist and Galerist, Istanbul 

 
Aldrich Exhibition Presents Ceramic Sculptures and Tiles, Juxtaposing Modernity and Tradition  
 
Ridgefield (April 2015): The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum presents a site-specific installation of recent ceramic 
works by Elif Uras, titled Nicaea. This exhibition, on view from May 3 to October 25, 2015, transforms a gallery into an 
interior courtyard featuring domestic objects and architectural motifs, including a ceramic fountain, a tiled niche, and a 
large-scale tile mural. 
  
Uras produces her ceramic works onsite in Iznik, Turkey (originally Nicaea, named after a nymph in Greek mythology), 
celebrated for its tile and ceramic production during the Ottoman Empire. Her imagery merges traditional nonfigurative 
Turkish art with Western art historical references, while highlighting shifting notions of gender and class within the 
context of the struggle between modernity and tradition. 
 
Historically, Iznik reflected the patriarchy of the traditional society, with male artists and craftspeople producing work 



that adorned the walls of spaces mostly limited to men, such as their segregated quarters in mosques and baths. In Iznik 
today, women are very dominant in both the management and labor of ceramic production. In response, Uras’s sensous 
vessels reflect this transformation of gender roles by placing the female figure center stage. Whether depicting women 
farming olives and making pottery, or alluding to the pregnant body, Uras’s vessels and plates populate the gallery with 
distinctly feminine forms and imagery.  
 
A functioning ceramic fountain sits in the center of the gallery, atop a carpet-like grid of painted tiles. Water and its 
constant flow, popular symbols of fertility and prosperity, reinforce the exhibition’s primordial focus. In a tiled wall 
niche, smaller vases are grouped on a long shelf, a nod to their inherent domesticity.  On the outside wall, a painted tile 
mural inspired by a historic Iznik panel from the Topkapi Museum presents central figures that resemble Art Nouveau 
water nymphs. 
 
Alongside Uras’s own work, the exhibition presents an original Iznik plate dating from the first half of the sixteenth 
century, on loan from the collection of The Metropolitan Museum of Art. The Iznik plate is positioned in dialogue with 
Uras’s plates and vessels, some of which incorporate its intricate spiral motif. 

— 
The Circumstance Series 
 
Elif Uras: Nicaea is part of Circumstance, the Museum’s new spring exhibition series, which features six solo 
presentations that explore how artists use context to articulate their work. In addition to Uras, artists Virginia 
Poundstone, Nancy Shaver, Ruby Sky Stiler, Penelope Umbrico, and B. Wurtz will be featured. During Circumstance, the 
Museum will be transformed into a maze of intersecting installations, where craft, found, utilitarian, historical design, 
and everyday objects sit beside works of art, showcasing how artists take inspiration from their environments. The 
exhibitions will reveal never-before-seen aspects of the practices of the six artists, as each has been an active 
collaborator with the Museum’s curatorial team in the development, conceptualization, and presentation of their work.  
 
The Circumstance suite of exhibitions—organized by exhibitions director Richard Klein and curator Amy Smith-
Stewart—will highlight inspiration and its influence across object-making, through the presentation of specifically 
commissioned new work by the six artists. Circumstance will underscore the intersection of installation art and 
exhibition design, and show how the convergence of fine art, design, and non-art objects within the exhibition format 
informs creative expression.  
 
In a participatory aspect of the project, The Aldrich has invited residents of Fairfield, Litchfield, and New Haven 
Counties in Connecticut, and Westchester and Putnam Counties in New York, to suggest items from visual culture to 
be displayed alongside work by one of the six artists in order to help create imaginative new contexts for the 
exhibitions. More information can be found at aldrichart.org/opportunities/publicproject.php. 

— 
The Artist 
 
Elif Uras was born in 1972 in Ankara, Turkey. She attended Brown University and Columbia Law School before 
receiving a BFA from the School of Visual Arts and an MFA from Columbia School of the Arts.  She lives in New York 
and Istanbul. In her paintings and works in ceramic, Uras explores ideas such as the status of women in the context 
of the East-West conflict paradigm, and the shifting gender and class structures in a globalized neoliberal world 
where culture is often infused with consumerism. 

— 
The Museum 
 
Founded by Larry Aldrich in 1964, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum is dedicated to fostering the work of 
innovative artists whose ideas and interpretations of the world around us serve as a platform to encourage creative 
thinking. The Aldrich is one of the few independent, non-collecting contemporary art museums in the United States 



and the only museum in Connecticut devoted to contemporary art. Throughout its fifty-year history, the Museum has 
engaged its community with thought-provoking, interdisciplinary exhibitions and programs. 

  
The Museum’s education and public programs are designed to connect visitors of all ages to contemporary art 
through innovative learning approaches in hands-on workshops, tours, and performances led by exhibiting artists and 
Museum educators. Area schools are served by curriculum-aligned on-site and in-school programs, as well as 
teachers’ professional development training. Because of the contemporary focus of Aldrich exhibitions, the artists 
are regularly present in the galleries, accessible to the public, and a crucial part of Museum programming. 

  
Originally located in the landmark 1783 building on Ridgefield’s historic Main Street that now houses administrative 
offices, since 2004 the galleries and Education Center have been located in a 17,000 square-foot facility adjacent to 
the Museum’s two-acre sculpture garden. 

— 
The Reception 
 
An opening reception for Circumstance will be held on Sunday, May 3, from 2 to 5 pm, and will offer visitors the 
opportunity to meet artists, take exhibition tours, participate in family activities, and purchase gourmet farm-to-
museum boxed lunches prepared by Ridgefield’s own No. 109 Cheese & Wine. There will be a family-friendly preview 
brunch for Aldrich members with trustees, curators, and artists prior to the public reception, from 12 noon to 2 pm. 
Free onsite parking is available. Direct round-trip transportation from NYC will depart MoMA PS1 (on Jackson Avenue 
near 46th Road) in Long Island City, Queens, at 12 noon, expected to arrive at The Aldrich by 1:30 pm. The shuttle will 
leave The Aldrich at 5 pm, returning to NYC by approximately 6:30 pm. Reservations are required and cost $25. 
Information: 203.438.4519, aldrichart.org. 

 
 
Supporters 
 
The Aldrich, in addition to significant financial assistance from its Board of Trustees, receives contributions from 
many dedicated friends and patrons. Major funding for Museum programs and operations has been provided by the 
Department of Economic and Community Development, Connecticut Office of the Arts; the National Endowment for 
the Arts; the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation; and the Leir Foundations.  
 
Support for Education and Public programs has been provided by the William Randolph Hearst Foundation, Joyride 
Ridgefield, the Newman’s Own Foundation, Fairfield County’s Community Foundation, Ridgefield Education 
Foundation, The Cowles Charitable Trust, and The Gage Fund.  
 
Generous support for Elif Uras: Nicaea has been provided by the SAHA Association. 
 
Additional support for exhibitions has been provided by The Coby Foundation, and The Pollock-Krasner Foundation, Inc. 
 
HamletHub; Morris Media Group, publishers of Ridgefield Magazine; and WSHU Public Radio are the official media 
sponsors of The Aldrich in 2015. 

— 
Contact 
 
Pamela Ruggio 
Communications Director 
pruggio@aldrichart.org 
203.438.4519 
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