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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are pleased to announce the second solo exhibition at Galerie Kornfeld of British painter 
Robert Fry.

The exhibition will bring together a series of eleven new paintings entitled Partners Studies, 
alongside a selection of new etchings by the artist. 

Continuing his investigation into the individual and the other, the mind and the body, Robert Fry 
strives towards a new figurative abstraction in this series of paintings.

Starting out as an aerial view of a man and a woman in Partners Study 1, as the series progresses, 
gender, as well as the lines of interior and exterior, become blurred. The two bodies are seen 
wrestling, embracing or pulling apart. They move from two curled up balls on opposite sides of the 
canvas in Study 1 to an embracing unit in Study 9. Each Study opens up a different psychological 
space, some are visceral and almost violent, evident in the roughness of the brushstrokes and the 
flesh-like colours. Others are mysterious and ominous, calm and sombre, where the thick layers 
of oil paint take on an almost velvety quality.

The title Partners allows for a variety of associations, from lovers to friends from relatives to 
facing the other in oneself. Fry uses language in his titles and on the canvas to address the 
mind/body relationship. Repeated words or fragments of sentences run along and out of the 
canvas revealing an unhinged state of mind. Patterns made up of innocuous everyday items, such 
as scissors or empty coat hangers, formally give order to the fragmentation of Fry's subjects but 
symbolically hint towards a severed relationship.

Though staying true to his exploration of the human figure, Robert Fry has skillfully entered into 
new terrain with this latest body of work. Incorporating cubistic and abstract elements into his 
compositions, he has produced a fascinating series of paintings that boldly depict a whole range of 
human emotions. Fry's paintings spring from his intuition and his imagination rather than from 
observation and description. It is this emotional response that unflinchingly reveals a fear of the 
human condition. 
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Dry needle etchings of landscapes and prominent landmarks in London form the second part of 
the exhibition. The human figure, which has thus far always been the centre of Fry's work, 
disappears entirely in these works. However, the distorted perspectives and subjective viewpoints 
refer back to similar psychological spaces to those in Partners Studies. Fry successfully plays with
open spaces and areas of intense busyness in the etchings, proving once more his skilfull ability as
a draughtsmen in making this traditional medium contemporary.

Robert Fry (London, *1980) was shortlisted for the prestigious John Moores Contemporary 
Painting Prize. Recently he has been listed among the '100 Painters of Tomorrow' in the Thames 
and Hudson publication. His works have been shown at the Hermitage Museum of St. Petersburg, 
in LA and extensively throughout Europe. He is represented in prominent collections worldwide, 
including the Saatchi Collection, the Museum of Modern Art Moscow and the collection of Mario 
Testino.

We will gladly send you high resolution images on request.

Please contact us for any questions or further information.

Sincerely,

Julia Prezewowsky | Dr. Tilman Treusch

Contact
Julia Prezewowsky: prezewowsky@galeriekornfeld.com
Tilman Treusch: treusch@galeriekornfeld.com
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