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Ordinary places. Crimes committed against children. Nobody saw anything. 

In Plain Sight is a powerful and moving exhibition about the legacy of child abuse in 
Ireland. Made in collaboration with survivors, it is an important and timely challenge to the 
silence that still surrounds the issue.  

The exhibition brings together landscape and portrait photography, family snapshots and 
audio recordings of survivors’ testimonies. Here, in their own words, survivors recount their 
stories of love, loss, injustice and forgiveness. Some survivors are photographed revisiting 
the locations where the abuse took place. These seemingly benign landscapes depict the 
mundane places of any Irish childhood. Now, however, irrevocably transformed into crime 
scenes and places of terror, they confront the viewer, raising uncomfortable questions of 
complicity and guilt and evoke powerful emotions of compassion, admiration, anger and 
outrage. 

The exhibition also highlights the heroic efforts by one Garda detective to secure 
prosecutions against rapists. Despite his and other courageous individuals’ work, gross 
injustice remains. There has not been a single prosecution against those in overall 
authority whose actions - and inaction - shielded the rapists from justice. Moreover, the 
culture of secrecy and silence remains and looks set to continue into the future. This year, 
thousands of testimonies given by survivors to the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, 
the Residential Institutions Review Committee and Redress Board will be locked away in a 
vault. They will be preserved but they will not be unearthed again for seventy-five years.  

Events: Thursday May 14th at 5pm. Kim Haughton will be joined by some of the survivors with whom she 
collaborated, to talk about the making of the work. A reception to launch the exhibition will follow at 6pm. 
Tuesday May 19th at 1pm “New Directions in Photojournalism & Visual Storytelling” Panel discussion with Kim 
Haughton, Jean Curran and Kate Horgan.  
Admission to both events is free. Seating allocated on first come basis. 

Acknowledgements: The artist and the Gallery of Photography would like to thank the Arts Council and the 
Press Photographers’ Association of Ireland for their support for this exhibition. Sincere thanks also to retired 
Garda Detective Martin Ridge and above all to the individuals who shared their stories. 

Image: Dave Dineen outside the now derelict house in Cork where he grew up and where he suffered neglect and 
physical and sexual violence by his mother and brother  © Kim Haughton 2014 
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In Plain Sight – Kim Haughton 
 
Talk & Opening Reception: Thursday May 14. Talk – 5pm; reception 6pm 
Panel Discussion : Tuesday 19 May at 1pm 
Exhibition dates: May 15 – 31st 2015 
 
 
About the artist:  
Kim Haughton is an award-winning photographer and lecturer now based in New 
York. Since starting her career at The Sunday Tribune, she has documented social 
and environmental issues throughout the world and has been commissioned by 
major international media including The Guardian, The Financial Times, Boston Globe, 
L’Express and Time. Her work with Irish NGO Concern was exhibited in the Gallery of 
Photography in 2010.  She recently completed an MA in Photojournalism and 
Documentary Photography, exploring the relationship between art and documentary 
photography, and she has lectured widely on documentary practice. Her image of 
horses outside an abandoned house was chosen as one of eleven images to feature 
in the Guardian’s History of Europe in Pictures 1945-2011. She initiated the project ‘In 
Plain Sight’ in 2011. It received the inaugural Press Photographers’ Association 
Bursary, and a Project Award from the Arts Council. This is her first solo exhibition. 
 
 
About the Gallery of Photography Ireland: 
Established in 1978 the Gallery of Photography is the national centre for 
contemporary photography. The Gallery has exhibited many leading international 
photographers and provides an important platform for emerging artists from Ireland 
and abroad. In addition to exhibitions, the gallery also provides photography courses 
and training, a specialist photography bookshop, membership programme, fully 
serviced studio/darkroom facilities, and digital printing and scanning facilities at 
subsidised rates. The Gallery, which is non-profit making, is funded by the Arts 
Council and Dublin City Council. It also welcomes donations, sponsorship and 
support from those interested in promoting photographic arts. 
www.galleryofphotography.ie/ 
 
 
Opening hours, visitor details 
The exhibition is open Tues-Sat 11am-6pm, Sunday 1-6pm  
(Mondays by appointment).  

An introduction / guided tour of the exhibition is available for schools or community 
groups. Tel 01-6714654 or email info@galleryofphotography.ie to book a time. 

Admission is free. Guided group tours are free. Donations are warmly appreciated. 
The exhibition is accessible to people in wheelchairs. 

 
IMAGE SCANS 
The Gallery of Photography can supply a complete range of high-resolution images 
for free use by media in connection with review/previews of the exhibition. To receive 
scans, or for further info, please contact Darragh Shanahan on 01-6714654 email: 
info@galleryofphotography.ie 
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In Plain Sight – Kim Haughton 
 
HI-RES PRESS IMAGES AVAILABLE 
 
All images strictly copyright © Kim Haughton  
High-res scans available for reproduction only in the context of a review/preview of 
the exhibition “In Plain Sight” at Gallery of Photography Ireland, May 2015. 
Email: info@galleryofphotography.ie to receive download link. 

 

 
 
 

Title: Dave Dineen (The Family Home) 
 
Extended Caption: Dave Dineen outside the now derelict house in 
Ballyphehane, Cork, where he grew up and where he suffered 
neglect and physical and sexual violence by his mother and 
brother. He founded the group Lamh Healing Foundation in Cork to 
help others who have had difficult childhood experiences.  

 
 
 

Title: Marie Collins (The Children’s Hospital) 
 
Extended Caption: Marie Collins who was abused as a child by a 
hospital chaplin Fr. Paul McGennis while she was in Our Lady's 
Children’s Hospital, Crumlin. He pleaded guilty to two charges of 
abusing Collins in 1997.  
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Title: Martin Gallagher (The Boreen) 
 
Extended Caption: Martin Gallagher who as a young boy was 
abused in Gortahork by Fr. Eugene Greene, an alcoholic priest who 
allowed boys to drive his car so he could sexually molest them at 
the wheel. One of Ireland’s most prolific child abusers, Green was 
sentenced in 2000 to twelve years in prison for abusing twenty-six 
boys over a twenty-year period. Donegal based Garda Detective 
Martin Ridge investigated the abuse, the allegations of which were 
bizarrely brought to his attention by Greene himself. 
 

 
 
 

Title: The Altar 
 
Extended Caption: The altar of the church of St. Patrick in 
Monageer, Co Wexford where Fr. Jim Grennan sexually assaulted 
young girls as they were preparing for their confirmations. The girls 
were called up individually to kneel on the altar and Grennan 
abused them whilst listening to their confessions. 
 

 
 
 

Title: The Curate's House 
 
Extended Caption: Fr. Ivan Payne sexually abused twelve year old 
altar boy Andrew Madden in this house in Glasnevin, Dublin. 
Andrew, who had ambitions to become a priest looked up to Fr. 
Payne who was charismatic and showed keen interest in the boy. 
Over time, the priest began to invite Andrew to his house to help 
him in the garden. Flattered, Andrew cycled there from his home in 
Cabra and worked in the front garden. The abuse took place in the 
living room and Andrew would watch the TV to block out what the 
priest was doing to him. Aged seventeen, Andrew reported the 
priest to his local school guidance counselor. In 1998, Payne was 
convicted of abusing eight boys over nineteen years including 
abusing sick children whilst he was a hospital chaplain in Our 
Lady’s hospital in Crumlin. He served four and a half years in 
prison and was released in 2002. 
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Title: The Institution 
 
Extended Caption: The remains of Ferryhouse in Clonmel, Co. 
Tipperary where Michael O' Brien was raped as a boy. The 
Industrial school was run by the Rosminian order. Micheal’s 
mother died and left thirteen children behind. In the 1940's, 
fathers were not considered suitable carers for their own children 
so they were forcibly taken from their homes. The 'cruelty man' was 
sent by the state to remove the children. Michael remembers the 
day the 'cruelty man' came to the house. He tried to hide but was 
caught and put on the back of an open truck. 
 

 
 
 

Title: The Ruin 
 
Extended Caption: The Castle in Fethard- on- Sea, Co Wexford is 
one of the locations where Fr. Sean Fortune took young Patrick 
Bennett to abuse him. He would make the child climb up into the 
belfry. The castle stands off the main street of the seaside town. Fr. 
Sean Fortune committed suicide whilst in prison awaiting trial on 
sixty-six charges relating to twenty- nine boys in 1999. 
 
 

 

Title: The Primary School 
 
Extended Caption: Dunderrow National School in Kinsale, Co Cork 
where Louise O' Keefe was sexually abused by the school principal 
Leo Hickey in the 1973 when she was nine years old. Hickey was 
charged on 386 counts of sexual abuse involving 21 former pupils 
of the tiny two room school. In 1998, he pleaded guilty to 21 
sample charges and was sentenced to three years in prison. The 
same year, Louise sued the Minister for Education and the Irish 
state on the grounds of negligence. She sought damages for 
personal injuries claiming Ireland had failed to put in place 
appropriate procedures to prevent and stop Hickey’s systematic 
abuse. In 2004, the claims of direct negligence against the State 
were dismissed. She took her case to the European Court of 
Human Rights after the Irish Supreme Court ruled the state could 
not be held responsible because the primary school system had to 
be viewed in its “specific context” of Irish history and the Catholic 
Church’s privileged position in Irish society (the school was 
managed by a priest on behalf of the Bishop of Cork and Ross) 
In January 2014, the Strasbourg based court ruled that her rights 
had been violated on two counts; under article three of the 
European Convention on Human Rights which prohibits inhuman 
and degrading treatment and article 13, which gives rights to an 
effective remedy. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


