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Commune.1 presents three solo exhibitions by Stefan Blom, Angela Briggs and Colijn Strydom. 

  

'DShK' by Stefan Blom consists of 11 lifesize polychrome fiberglass sculptures meticulously 

constructed with an industrial and machine-like finish, albeit by the artist’s hand. The title of the 

show refers to the Russian-made heavy artillery machine gun invented in the 1930s and nicknamed 

‘Dushka’ or ‘sweetie’. This kind of contradictory reference pervades the show; figures appear as both 

innocent and disarming and gestures of power are playfully rendered harmless. By connecting personal 

and communal experiences of trauma and abuses of power, Blom’s sculptures suggest a continuum 

between the victim and perpetrator. The soft pastel colours of the dream-inspired characters are 

impotent despite their poise and armour. In 'DShK', Blom presents a unique language to describe the 

scenarios and characters at play in our fantastical yet at times deeply wounded individual and 

collective psyches. 

  

Angela Briggs presents 9 new paintings. In this series we see Briggs move towards a strong emphasis 

on materiality and the painted surface: drips, rubbing out and raw brush work with vertical and 

horizontal planes bring attention to the two dimensionality of the work. It is in the negotiation with 

materials and the surface that qualities of the chosen subjects begin to emerge. These subjects are 

conceptually anchored to familiar places across the South African landscape: the Biedouw Valley, 

Mdumbi and Sandy Bay to name a few. In this way the viewer is invited to feel connections to and 

departures from places they may resonate with. For the artist, the work lies between the visible and 

invisible, and carries a sense of exhalation, “…a kind of frail embodiment, an expansion of the 

possible”. 

  

Colijn Strydom’s '7,8,9,10' presents four new large-scale paintings that explore the classical subject 

matter of ‘The Four Seasons’: summer, winter, autumn and spring. The paintings combine an eclectic 

mix of references from art historical movements and natural phenomena to chaos systems and glitch art. 

In these combinations, the form and rhythm of the marks are directed through different moments in 

time and history, allowing multiple explorations of form, landscape and season, and the various moods 

that arise from them. Each painting spans 3-metres in length and is rendered in high detail. Tension 

is created in the complex arrangements of vectorised and near-typographic patterns that dissolve into 

painterly washes. Compositional dialogue between interior spaces and the natural environment echo 

the conversation between our internal, psychological and emotional realms, and the external world. 
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Biographies 

  

Stefan Blom’s (b.1963, Kimberley) early adulthood was spent in the South African Defence Force as 

an infantry soldier. After a brief period in the advertising world he became immersed within the arts as 

an artist and activist. Blom’s work has been shown in both national and international joint exhibitions. 

He has exhibited widely with solo exhibitions in Johannesburg, Cape Town, Germany and New York at 

establishments such as District Six Museum, Hänel Gallery (Cape Town and Germany), the AVA, JAG 

and The South African National Gallery. 

   

Angela Briggs (b.1968, Keiskammahoek) employs the natural world as a starting point in her 

painting. Briggs has had several solo exhibitions including ‘Entangled’ (2013) at Commune.1 and 

‘There but not there’ (2012) and ‘Flow’ (2010) at the AVA. She lives and works in Cape Town, South 

Africa. 

   

Colijn Strydom (b.1979, Pretoria) graduated with a BA in Fine Arts from the University of Pretoria in 

2002 and completed a MA in Fine Arts from the University of Stellenbosch in 2008. His charcoal 

drawings, ink drawings and animations have been exhibited widely throughout galleries in 

Johannesburg and Cape Town including: Artspace, the AVA, Brundyn+, Grande Provence and the 

University of Stellenbosch Gallery (GUS). Strydom is currently a lecturer in drawing at the University of 

Stellenbosch. 

  

  

 

 


