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From Tuesday 26 May to Saturday 12 September 2015, Galleria M77 presents the exhibition 
“La Legge della Giungla”, The Law of the Jungle, a solo show by Giovanni Frangi. 
 
Specially created for the gallery's evocative spaces on Via Mecenate, the exhibition was curated by 
Michele Bonuomo. It marks the artist's return to Milan, after five years' absence from his city of 
origin. 
  
Giovanni Frangi is an artist whose poetic approach has always been based on a powerful 
relationship with the concept of local environment, but his ties with Milan go much further than 
just a piece of information in his biography. At such an important time for the city, at the height of 
its post-industrial re-invention not just as regards architecture but its entire urban identity, 
Giovanni Frangi has decided to return here to present a show that is not simply a description of 
the city, but rather a gift, a new vision, a summary of all the worlds that he has experienced 
during the course of the "nomadic workshops" that he has developed in recent years 
 
The Law of the Jungle can be considered as a significant moment, a pivotal event in the artist's 
oeuvre, following his recent exhibitions Lotteria Farnese at the Museo Archeologico Nazionale in 
Naples; Alles ist Blatt at the Botanical Garden, University of Padua, and Mollate le vele. Uno 
stendardo per Jonas at MAXXI in Rome. 
 
The exhibition comprises 24 large-format works that create an Arcadian, even primitive 
atmosphere, dominated by nature. The canvases virtually become screens on which a forgotten 
reality is projected, perhaps in conflict with our everyday world: they are populated by motifs of 
tropical inspiration, with branches, leaves, shrubs and lily ponds.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Law of the Jungle does not just suggest a nostalgic return to a life in harmony with nature, 
but rather it is intended as an examination of the difficult relations between nature and city, 
presenting a new vision, and a new interpretation in which there are the seeds of the possibility of 
surpassing a conflict that has always existed.  
 
Could it be that the Law of the Jungle is an unavoidable destiny? 
Could it be that, due to an unexpected conjunction of destinies caused by an invisible framework 
capable of acting as a regulator of functions, nature and the city can in fact be allies, 
notwithstanding their opposite concepts of space and matter? 
 
The Law of the Jungle is the no-man's land on which the two factions meet, after the battle: the 
city is no longer an enemy of nature, but its development, continuation and projection. 
The Law of the Jungle is nature that becomes urbanized, populating the virtual spaces that are an 
essential component of much of today's contemporary urban life. The Law of the Jungle is the 
interaction of different worlds, with different territories overflowing one into another. 
 
“The black background of some of the paintings is a reference to the spaces of a cosmic reality," 
says Giovanni Frangi. “Vegetable shapes that grow and are nurtured by space and virtual dust. It 
is as if instead of blossoming from the soil, the ground of the city, the jungle were claiming the sky, 
filling it with a spatial, cosmic and universal world of green." 
  
The reconciliation between these two worlds can only begin from man and his capability of 
accepting the absence of frontiers, something that is a feature intrinsic in contemporary reality and 
its technology.  
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GIOVANNI FRANGI 

 

Giovanni Frangi was born in 1959 in Milan, where he lives and works. 
After having received a diploma from the Brera Fine Arts Academy, he began his exhibition career 
in 1983 with a show at the Rotonda della Besana in Milan, titled Giovani pittori e scultori italiani, 
followed later in the same year with his first solo show at the Bussola, Turin. 
 
He had an exhibition in 1986 at Galleria Bergamini in Milan: the catalogue contained an essay by 
Achille Bonito Oliva. This was followed by many solo shows in Italy and abroad, in both public and 
private spaces. These include:  
La fuga di Renzo, in the Sala del Cenacolo at Montecitorio (Rome, 1998); Il richiamo della foresta 
at Palazzo delle Stelline (Milan, 1999); Viaggio in Italia at Galleria dello Scudo (Verona 2001); Nobu 
at Elba at Villa Panza (Varese, 2004); View-Master at Galleria Poggiali e Forconi (Florence, 2006); 
Pasadena, a cycle of etchings presented at the Galleria d’Arte Moderna, Udine, in 2008; MT2425 at 
the Oratorio di San Lupo (Bergamo, 2008); La règle du jeu at Teatro India (Rome, 2010) and at 
Museo Diocesano (Milan, 2011); Giardini pubblici at MART (Rovereto, 2010). In 2011, the 
exhibition titled Straziante, meravigliosa bellezza del creato was installed in eleven halls of Villa 
Manin (Passariano di Codroipo) with a poetic sequence of works created from 2006 to 2011. In 
2013, there was Sheherazade at the Museo Nazionale di San Matteo, Pisa. In 2014 he presented 
Paradisi artificiali at Raphael12 (Frankfurt) and created a large banner for the MAXXI Museum in 
Rome, for the show Mollate le vele. The opening of the new Botanical Garden at the University of 
Padua provided the occasion for a new solo show, Alles ist Blatt. 2014 also marked the year of his 
first show in a sacred location, the church of Santa Gianna Beretta Molla at Trezzano sul Naviglio; 
in the same year he presented Lotteria Farnese, a monumental show in the hall Sala della 
Meridiana at the Museo Nazionale Archeologico, Naples. 
He took part in the 54th Venice Biennale, part of the Italian Pavilion. 
 
In 2008, Feltrinelli published the book Giovanni Frangi alle prese con la natura, a collection of 
essays dedicated to his work by Giovanni Agosti. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M77 GALLERY 

M77 Gallery opened in May 2014 in Milan, in a 1,000 square metre space located in a strategically-important 

area of the “new” Milan, right opposite what will become the fashion district. 

M77 Gallery was founded by Giuseppe Lezzi with the intention of making it a point of reference for 

perspicacious and well-informed collectors, and a location that constantly explores the most significant 
developments in contemporary art. 

More specifically, the Gallery is dedicated to painting and painters for whom a reference to tradition is an 
important part of their spectacular and meaningful interpretation of modernity. 

M77 Gallery is therefore primarily a cultural project where a vision of the future and the roots of the past 
intertwine in the quest to express the present, the spirit of the age that artists embody in their works with 

sensitivity and intensity, receiving ever-increasing recognition from critics and collectors. 

M77 Gallery has launched an important series of projects with internationally prestigious partners, above all 

by developing contacts with the galleries that are fathoming the new frontiers of the contemporary age all 
over the world. 

 

 

M77 ST. MORITZ 
In order to give a broader international stance to the gallery’s cultural mission, and to create a consolidated 

link between Italian painting and the world art system, M77 St. Moritz was opened in 2014. This new and 
prestigious venue is in a strategic location in the famous resort, the pearl of the Grisons, on the street 

leading to the pedestrian area, in a modern building. The ambitious objective set for the new gallery is to 
give collectors and all those interested in painting, from all over the world, a point of reference in St. Moritz. 

The gallery will highlight artists who work in the great Italian tradition while also developing their own 

approach to contemporary techniques and sensitivity, with a wealth of interacting influences and cultural 
stratification. 

 
M77 Gallery St. Moritz 

Via del Bagn 13, Chesa Chavallara 1/A 

7500 St. Moritz – Switzerland 
www.m77gallery.com 

stmoritz@m77gallery.com 
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