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beta pictoris gallery is excited to announce Sonja Rieger - Queen on the Nile, the artist’s third 
solo exhibition with the gallery.

Sonja Rieger’s new photographs were taken in the town of Camden, Alabama, some thirty eight miles from Selma, Alabama. As of the 
2010 census, there were 2,020 people residing in the town; over one out of four households had a female householder with no husband 
present.

Rieger’s new series of photographs are portraits of young girls in their Halloween costumes, some of the costumes were purchased, 
some were homemade, as if cobbled together in a marvelous attempt to escape a reality, an everyday routine, a town too small, a place 
too hard. The girls‘ faces marvel at the camera, as if it would, could, transport them into their newly adopted identity; the superhero, the 
princess, the queen. In an attempt to document a moment of escape, of wishful “otherness”, we, the spectators, gaze at faces filled with 
excitement, happiness, shyness, and sometimes disillusion; but also stares of resolve, defiance, and determination.

Photographic portraits as social commentary have existed all 
through the medium’s life, and Rieger’s most recent series 
makes us immediately think of the photographs shot in South 
Alabama by Arthur Rothstein (1915-1986), while working for the 
U.S. government. Rothstein’s series of images shot in 1937 in 
Alabama - especially the image “Artelia Bendolph, Gee’s Bend, 
Alabama, 1937 ” (shown on left). The photograph conveys a strong 
visual statement on the girl’s living condition, and an immediate 
parallel is drawn to the living condition of her fellow black 
Alabamians. The serious, weighted expression on the child’s face 
poignantly illustrates her disenfranchised social and economic 
position. The framing of the crude cabin window and the 
newspaper insulation with its unattainable food advertisements 
reinforce her isolation from the recovering American economy.
Rothstein often referred to the young girl in this image, Artelia, as 
a “Queen on the Nile” (1). For Rothstein, this image does so much, 
with three different effects, all working together to create this one 
image: “You see the girl - that’s effect one. You see the ad [the 
blond woman] - that’s effect number two. But the third effect is 
when you see both images together and recognize the irony.” (2)

Queen on the Nile opens at beta pictoris gallery on September 18, 2015 and runs through October 17. The opening reception will be 
hosted at beta pictoris gallery from 6:00-8:00 pm on September 18, with Sonja Rieger in attendance. The artist is available for 
interviews; please contact Guido Maus to schedule. High res images of the exhibition are available through beta pictoris gallery.

Sonja Rieger (b. 1953 in Ansbach, Germany) earned her MFA in 1979 at the Rutgers University Mason Gross School in Brunswick, NJ, and 
her MA in 1976 at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, MA. Her work can be found in the permanent collections of the 21c Museum 
in Louisville, KY; the Ogden Museum of Southern Art in New Orleans, LA; the International Polaroid Collection in Cambridge, MA; the 
Birmingham Museum of Art in Birmingham, AL; and private collections in the U.S. and Belgium.

beta pictoris gallery / Maus Contemporary is a contemporary art gallery and space dedicated to supporting creativity with a focus on experimental and 
issue driven works. Through representing emerging, established, and internationally recognized artists, the gallery is committed to bringing a global 
perspective to contemporary issues and practices across the visual arts. The program consists of exhibitions, print publications, and media outreach.

beta pictoris gallery / Maus Contemporary
2411 Second Ave N.    Birmingham, AL 35203
www.MausContemporary.com
(205) 413.2999

        PRESS RELEASE   --   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(1) (2) Arthur Rothstein, Documentary Photography, Focal Press, 1986, page 39
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