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“ I paint in order to seek a space, and in this process the painting is integrated into structures simply to show the color - 
color, nothing else. But that color always extends over a surface, which no longer has to be flat, and 'that' which happens 
between the color and the surface is what for me takes on an essential relevance. That halo that seems to go beyond the 
support and project itself over some other place. Painting, like walking, is a process of relationship with space.”
         - Irene Grau

beta pictoris gallery is excited to announce Irene Grau ▲, the artist's first U.S. exhibition.

Irene Grau choses a symbol to be the exhibition title. The symbol ▲. The triangle, the symbol for a mountain, a peak on a 
map. With her new series of photographs, the artist invites us again to join her outside the comfort of the artist studio - she 
invites us to discover painting outside, to paint outside. Like in her recent series “What was important was on the line, not 
at the end ”, 2015, “Color Field ”, 2014, and “Enamel on stretcher in landscape ”, 2014, she takes us on a trip, a walk to be 
precise.

▲ is landscape. ▲ is painting. ▲ is a mountain, a peak and its representation on a map, or simply a pile of pigment. Get 
out of the studio, go out, and find the painting up there, or down here. Exit and “paint” small mountains of colored powder 
in different places and at different altitudes, playing with scale, color, and altimetry. The paint loses shape or form, it 
returns to its formless state, and returns to the earth as a stranger, yet familiar to the landscape.
The abstract, triangular shape ▲ is both natural and artificial, it is simply the way the pigment falls into one particular 
place from a single point - a small action, which in turn defines the mountain and its graphical representation.
An action repeated twelve times: twelve peaks of paint.

▲ opens at beta pictoris gallery on November 4 and runs through December 18, 2015. The opening reception will be hosted at beta 
pictoris from 6:00-8:00 pm on Wednesday, November 4, with Irene Grau in attendance. The artist is available for interviews; please 
contact Guido Maus to schedule. High res images of the exhibition are available through beta pictoris gallery.

Irene Grau (b. 1986) earned her MFA and BFA at the Polytechnic University of Valencia, Spain, and at the Accademia di Belle Arte 
di Palermo in Sicily, Italy. She was the 2010 recipient of a Scholarship for Academic Excellence, and the 2011 recipient of a 
Ministry of Education FPU Scholarship for PhD Studies. Grau has shown her work internationally in solo exhibitions and group 
shows since 2008, most recently in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, Brazil; Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao, and Valencia, Spain; and at 
the Museum of Contemporary Art in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Her work can be found in numerous private collections 
in Europe, Asia, and the U.S.

beta pictoris gallery / Maus Contemporary is a contemporary art gallery and space dedicated to supporting creativity with a focus on experimental and 
issue driven works. Through representing emerging, established, and internationally recognized artists, the gallery is committed to bringing a global 
perspective to contemporary issues and practices across the visual arts. The program consists of exhibitions, print publications, and media outreach.

    

    beta pictoris gallery  /  Maus Contemporary
    2411 Second Ave North  Birmingham, AL 35203
    www.MausContemporary.com
    (205) 413.2999

PRESS RELEASE   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

image: Cerulean Blue 368 ft asl., 2015, ultrachrome print on baryta-coated  Ilford Gold Fibre Silk paper, 46 by 68 cm (18.125 by 26.75 in.), ed. 5+2AP
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