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Ruiz-Healy Art is pleased to present Infinite Horizons featuring recent works by Abelardo López & 
Leigh Anne Lester. Infinite Horizons highlights both pillars of the gallery program (Latin American 
and Texas connected artists) and showcases what RHA does best, juxtaposing the artistic 
hemispheres of its niche. Furthermore, the exhibition takes a micro/macro view of the natural 
environment by contrasting two artists whose artistic outputs are both immersed in nature.   
 

The expansive landscapes of Abelardo López echo the title of the exhibition, presenting eternal 

vistas of fields, mountain, and sky that imagine infinite, ordered realms of pastoral serenity. Leigh 

Anne Lester’s intricate floral fantasies beguile with a contrasting vision: incredible multi-species 

hybrids rendered with a delicate hand, their delightful effulgence belying the warning of genetic 

engineering mishaps or possible effects of environmental degradation.  

 

From Oaxaca, Mexico, Abelardo López portrays the cultivated valley of his native land in rich 

impasto that sculpts the surface of his canvases, adding an immediate, tactile element to scenes 

that hover in the middle to far distance. Depicted without traces of human habitation or figures, 

these idealized landscapes are yet imbued with human presence. Oaxaca maintains a rich 

agricultural tradition that has extended from centuries before European contact. López revels in 

presenting the balance between nature and man that has resulted from countless seasons of 

plantings, capturing often in his depictions the lush months before harvest.  

 

In the lower third of his paintings, thick passages of crosshatched greens and yellows reveal 

ordered rows of crops or dense fields of grasslands that march towards a central horizontal band-

-the Sierra Madres that surround the Valley of Oaxaca and demarcate the horizon of the 

composition. Spaced in rhythmic pulses, a line of trees or bushes may dot below the mountains 

and sky above like a low flying flight of birds or patterned frieze.  

 

By portraying aspects of both the physical and cultural geography of Southern Mexico, López 

defines himself as a uniquely Oaxacan painter, picturing the valley as a harmoniously inhabited 

place. 

 



 
 
 

 

Based in San Antonio, Texas, Leigh Anne Lester combines bits and pieces of wildly divergent 

species grafted together, the results of genetic modification plans. Utilizing historical botanical 

drawings as source images, Lester makes delicate graphite drawings on Mylar, layering the film 

to create composite images, to which she adds additional layers of cells blocked in colored pencil 

to symbolize the manipulated genome of the plant. Mixing a blown-up view of the microscopic 

with the naturalistic botanicals, the result runs López’s evocation of infinite distance in reverse.  

 

Also contrasting with López is Lester’s use of transparencies and line rather than densely 

saturated paintings. Instead of broad panoramas, Lester offers organic clusters that float in 

space, untethered to earth and unbounded by horizon. She explores flora at the cellular level, 

investigating genetic modifications and often times creating her own species of botanical beings.  

Her artworks provide the viewer with a glimpse into the plant’s genesis and inner morphological 

struggles, an intimate point of view normally only experienced by their creator. 

 

Abelardo López’s work is in the permanent collections of public institutions in Mexico City, 

including Acervo Patrimonial de la Secretaria de Hacienda y Crédito Público, Centro Médico ABC 

Campus Santa Fe, and Academia Mexicana de la Lengua. He has exhibited at Centro de Cultura 

Casa Lamm, Mexico City; Museum of Latin American Art, Long Beach, CA; Museo de Arte 

Contemporáneo de Oaxaca, Oaxaca, Mexico; Centro Cultural Galileo, Madrid, Spain, and other 

venues internationally. 

  

Leigh Anne Lester is the winner of the 2011 Hunting Art Prize and recipient of a Visual Art Award 

from the Artist Foundation of San Antonio. Her work is in numerous collections, including 

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, University of Texas in San Antonio, and The Woman’s 

Hospital of Texas, Houston. Her work has been shown at the McNay Art Museum, San Antonio; 

Artpace, San Antonio; Museo Guadalupe, San Antonio; Galveston Center of Art, Galveston; 

Albuquerque Museum of Art, Albuquerque, NM; Centro Cultural Border, Mexico City, and many 

other venues.  

 

Infinite Horizons: Leigh Anne Lester and Abelardo López will be on view through August 1, 2015. 

 
Founded in 2004, and located in the historic Olmos Park District of San Antonio, Ruiz-Healy Art 
specializes in contemporary and modern art with an emphasis on Latin American artists and 
artists living in or with a connection to Texas. To request high-resolution images, or to arrange an 
interview with the artist, please contact the gallery at 210.804.2219. 
 


