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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

PUBLIC ART FUND PRESENTS 
A MAJOR EXHIBITION OF 18 INTERACTIVE WORKS 

FEATURING PLAYFUL BENCHES, ROOMS MADE OF JETTING WATER,  
AND A MIRROR LABYRINTH 

 
JEPPE HEIN: PLEASE TOUCH THE ART 

May 17, 2015 – April 17, 2016 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, New York City 

 

 
 
May 11, 2015, NEW YORK, NY—Public Art Fund presents Please Touch the Art, a 
major new exhibition by Danish artist Jeppe Hein featuring 18 playful sculptures 
designed specifically for public interaction at Brooklyn Bridge Park. Engaging visitors 
through pieces that are both accessible and surprising, the show includes three distinct bodies of 
work: Appearing Rooms, a series of “rooms” formed when water shoots up from the work’s 
gridded base forming “walls” that appear and disappear throughout the day; a large new Mirror 
Labyrinth, featuring equidistantly spaced vertical elements at varying heights made from 
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mirror-polished stainless steel that multiply the surrounding landscape through myriad 
reflections; and 16 new bright orange-red Modified Social Benches that upend the idea of a 
traditional park bench with their unconventional angled, curved, twisted, and bent forms. 
The most comprehensive exhibition of his work ever presented in public space in 
the United States, Jeppe Hein: Please Touch the Art is on view May 17, 2015 – April 
17, 2016 at Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
 
“Imaginative, whimsical, irreverent, and emotionally resonant, Jeppe Hein turns familiar 
expectations of works of art on their head. Instead of the respectful distance demanded in 
museums, Hein’s work invites participation,” said Nicholas Baume, Public Art Fund 
Director & Chief Curator. “Titling the exhibition Please Touch the Art, he encourages us to 
interact with his art in the most direct physical terms. Through that immersive experience, Hein 
hopes that his work will also touch us.” 
 
Known for his perceptually engaging, sculpturally inventive, and conceptually layered works, 
Hein has created memorable works of art using mediums as different as smoke, neon light, 
water, and stainless steel. From the beginning, he has taken inspiration from nature and the 
built environment, often conceiving works specifically for public space. This ambitious 
exhibition brings together works that exist at the crossroads of art, architecture, and technology 
and responds to the character of Brooklyn Bridge Park. On view throughout the space, Please 
Touch the Art extends from just south of the Manhattan Bridge down along the 
waterfront to Pier 6.  
 
Visitors entering the park at Pier 1 will encounter Hein’s iconic water sculpture, Appearing 
Rooms installed on the Bridge View Lawn. Vertical jets of water will gradually appear 
forming seven-foot-tall "walls", which moments later will disappear, enabling visitors to move to 
different "rooms", all without touching a drop of water. Systematically, these “walls” appear and 
disappear through a timed cycle, enticing visitors to step onto the gridded platform and move 
from space to space within the sculpture.  The cycle of changing walls may also be observed from 
outside the piece as a dynamic and perceptually engaging work of art.   
 
The second major component of the exhibition is a newly conceived, large-scale Mirror 
Labyrinth NY to be installed at the Pier 3 Greenway Terrace. Hein has developed the 
design of this work in response to the site, particularly in relation to the spectacular views of 
Lower Manhattan afforded by the park. Using equidistantly spaced vertical posts made from 
mirror-polished stainless steel, he has created a kind of labyrinth in three radiating arcs that 
alters the perceptions of visitors, as they see physical space and mirrored space in an alternating 
rhythm. The width of each element is the same but the heights are variable—inspired by the 
irregular Manhattan skyline across the river—adding to the perceptual shifts and illusions that 
will engage and delight visitors.  
 
The third body of work, Modified Social Benches NY #01-16, will be on view throughout 
the park, surprising visitors with each chance encounter. The artist has designed a new series 
of 16 bright orange-red benches that peak, twist, and bend in response to the landscape and 
environment of the park. Inspired by the basic public bench, Hein has reinvented the form and 
use of these quotidian social objects turning them into lyrical and evocative sculptures. 
Straddling the line between functional seats and eccentric art objects, Hein coaxes visitors to 
become conscious of the act of sitting as they perch, recline, or rest on his benches. 
 
This exhibition is curated by Public Art Fund Director & Chief Curator Nicholas Baume. 
 



	   3 of 5	  

 
FAMILY DAY AT JEPPE HEIN: PLEASE TOUCH THE ART  
In partnership with Children's Museum of the Arts 
Sunday, July 26, 12:00-4:00pm 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 3 Greenway Terrace 
FREE 
Public Art Fund invites children ages 1-10 and their families to drop in for a fun and engaging 
look at this park-wide art exhibition through hands on art-making activities with Teaching 
Artists from the Children's Museum of the Arts.  
 
Drawing inspiration from Mirror Labyrinth NY, young artists will explore the idea of a man-
made artwork that seems to blend in with its natural surroundings because of the reflective 
aspect of its mirror-like posts. Children will utilize patterned paper to create camouflage 
creatures that blend into their patterned surroundings and create their own wearable bird 
wings. They will also be encouraged to “take flight” over to the labyrinth to see how their 
reflections are transformed by this unusual and engaging sculpture. 
 
This program is supported by the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST  
Jeppe Hein (b. 1974, Copenhagen, Denmark) lives and works in Berlin and Copenhagen.  
He studied at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Copenhagen, and the Städelschule, 
Frankfurt. He has had major solo exhibitions presented at institutions around the globe, 
including the Bonniers Konsthall, Stockholm (2014); Amos Anderson Art Museum, Helsinki 
(2013); Faena Arts Centre, Buenos Aires (2012); 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Kanazawa, Japan (2011); IMA - Indianapolis Museum of Art (2010); ARoS Aarhus 
Kunstmuseum, Aarhus, Denmark (2009); Barbican Centre, London (2007); and Centre Georges 
Pompidou, Paris (2005), among many others. His work has also been shown in group 
exhibitions worldwide and is represented in major public collections, including those of the 
Neues Museum Nürnberg, Germany; Tate, United Kingdom; and Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Los Angeles, among others. He is represented by 303 Gallery in New York, Johann Koenig in 
Berlin, Galeri Nicolai Wallner in Copenhagen, and SCAI The Bathhouse in Tokyo. 
 
 
VISITING THE EXHIBITION 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation is the not-for-profit entity responsible for the planning, 
construction, maintenance and operation of Brooklyn Bridge Park, an 85-acre sustainable 
waterfront park spanning 1.3 miles along Brooklyn’s East River shoreline. As steward of the 
park, BBP has transformed this previously deteriorated stretch of waterfront into a world-class 
park where the public can gather, play, relax and enjoy sweeping views of New York Harbor. The 
self-sustaining park was designed by the award-winning firm of Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates, Inc. and features expansive lawns, rolling hills, waterfront promenades, innovative 
playgrounds, a greenway, sports facilities and the popular Jane’s Carousel. BBP serves 
thousands of people on any given seasonal day, who come to picnic, walk their dog, play soccer, 
jog, bike or roller skate. Brooklyn Bridge Park is a signature public investment for the 21st 
Century and will be an enduring legacy for the communities, elected officials and public servants 
who made it happen. 
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Dates: May 17, 2015 – April 17, 2016 (Appearing Rooms is on view through September 28) 
Exhibition Hours: 6:00am – 1:00am daily (Appearing Rooms will run from approximately 9am 
to 9pm daily) 
Subways: A, C to High Street; F to York Street; 2, 3 to Clark Street; R to Court Street; 2, 3, 4, 5 to 
Borough Hall. 
Buses: B63 to Pier 6; B61 to Atlantic Ave and Hicks Street; B25 to Fulton Ferry Landing; B67 to 
Jay Street & York Street. 
Ferry: East River Ferry, New York Water Taxi, or Governors Island Ferry to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. 
 
 
EXHIBITION SUPPORT 
Bloomberg Philanthropies is the lead supporter of Jeppe Hein: Please Touch the Art, presented 
as part of the Public Art Fund at Brooklyn Bridge Park Program.  
 
Major support for the exhibition is provided by the Perelman Family Foundation, with generous 
additional support from the AB Foundation, The Marc Haas Foundation, Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation, Oliver's Realty Group/RAL Development Services, and The Silverweed Foundation. 
 
The Leadership Committee for Please Touch the Art is gratefully acknowledged, including Jill & 
Peter Kraus, Sydney & Stanley S. Shuman,	  Sonia & Christian Zugel, Jennifer & Jonathan Allan 
Soros, Elizabeth Fearon Pepperman & Richard C. Pepperman II, Holly & Jonathan Lipton, 
Jennifer Napier Nolen & Malcolm Nolen, Patricia & Howard Silverstein, and Sheryl & Dan 
Tishman. 
   
Support is also provided by the Danish Arts Foundation, Wendy Fisher, Caroline Gittis Werther 
& Daniel Werther, The William and Mary Greve Foundation, Allison & Edward Johnson, Linda 
Lennon & Stuart Baskin, Lori & John Reinsberg, Andrea Krantz & Harvey Sawikin, and Two 
Trees Management Co.  
 
Public Art Fund exhibitions are supported in part by the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the City Council. 
  
Special thanks to the Office of the Mayor, Office of the Brooklyn Borough President, Department 
of Cultural Affairs, and Brooklyn Bridge Park.   
 
Jeppe Hein, Appearing Rooms, 2004 
Courtesy of König Galerie, Berlin; 303 Gallery, New York; and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen 
 
Jeppe Hein, Mirror Labyrinth NY, 2015 
Courtesy of König Galerie, Berlin; 303 Gallery, New York; and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen 
 
Jeppe Hein, Modified Social Benches NY, 2015 
Courtesy of König Galerie, Berlin; 303 Gallery, New York; and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen 
 
  
ABOUT PUBLIC ART FUND 
Public Art Fund brings dynamic contemporary art to a broad audience in New York City by 
mounting ambitious free exhibitions of international scope and impact that offer the public 
powerful experiences with art and the urban environment. 
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MEDIA CONTACT:  
Kellie Honeycutt | 212.223.7810 | khoneycutt@publicartfund.org | PublicArtFund.org 
 
 
Images (clockwise, beginning top left): Mirror Labyrinth NY, 2015. High polished stainless steel, aluminum. 106.5 x 
346.5 x 338.5 inches; Modified Social Bench NY #15, 2015. Powder-coated aluminum. 70.5 x 255.5 x 135.5 inches; 
Appearing Rooms, 2004. Water, wood, iron grating, jets, electrical pumps, computer controller. 90.5 x 275.5 x 275.5 
inches; Modified Social Bench NY #05, 2015. Powder-coated aluminum. 66.5 x 70.5 x 18.5 inches. All works Courtesy 
of König Galerie, Berlin; 303 Gallery, New York; and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen. Photos: James Ewing 
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