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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

PUBLIC ART FUND ANNOUNCES  
A NEW ARTWORK FOR THE ENTRANCE TO CENTRAL PARK  

THAT CONCEPTUALLY MAPS ITS 200+ PATHS  
 

 
 

January 9, 2015, NEW YORK, NY—Public Art Fund announces Desire Lines, a new 
work by the Paris-based artist Tatiana Trouvé that creates a link between the history of Doris 
C. Freedman Plaza and that of the 150+ year old Central Park. The site-responsive 
commission is composed of three massive custom-fabricated industrial shelving units 
containing 212 wooden spools wound with varying lengths and colors of rope. The relative 
lengths of the ropes correspond exactly to the 212 select pathways that wind through Central 
Park, a number of which originate at the plaza, where Scholar’s Gate acts as one of the major 
entrances to the park. Tatiana Trouvé: Desire Lines will be on view March 3 through 
August 30, 2015 in Doris C Freedman Plaza, Central Park. 
 
“Tatiana Trouvé’s work transforms industrial materials like rope, wooden spools, and steel 
storage units into muscular and evocative sculptural forms. Precisely measuring the length of 
every pathway through Central Park with individual lengths of rope, Trouvé has created a 
conceptual index to the entire park in a single installation. Rather than simply illustrate the 
park, Desire Lines creates a parallel experience of its extraordinary density, mass, and variety. 
Trouvé’s color choices for the rope and placement of each spool are intuitive, just as our own 
navigation through the park might follow any number of different routes, according to our own 
‘desire lines’,” said Public Art Fund Director & Chief Curator Nicholas Baume. 
 
Themes of memory, time, and delineations of space reoccur throughout Trouvé’s works, which 
often take the form of striking drawings, minimal material-focused sculptures, and installations 
that draw attention to the dividing of space, while also attempting to create connections between 
the physical and the remembered. Characteristic of this broader oeuvre, Desire Lines is the 
product of meticulous research by the artist into the conception, history, and landscape of 
Central Park. Working from several maps, she identified some 212 paths that loop and traverse 

TATIANA TROUVE 
DESIRE LINES 
 
March 3 – August 30, 2015 
Doris C. Freedman Plaza, Central Park 
(60th Street and 5th Avenue) 
New York City 
	  

	  



	   2 of 3	  

the 843-acre park. The length of each path is mirrored by a length of rope wound around a spool 
and mounted on one of three shelving units. Each of the three units is unique: the first features 
brightly-colored rope on spools of varying colors, the second jet black rope on colored spools, 
and the third a combination of more somber colored ropes and spools. With the shelving 
systems measuring between 11 and 20 feet in length and more than 11 feet in height, Desire 
Lines is among the largest works that Trouvé has ever created and her first public exhibition in 
the United States. 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Tatiana Trouvé (b. 1968, Cosenza, Italy) lives and works in Paris. Recent solo exhibitions include 
Double Bind at Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2007); 4 Between 2 and 3 at Centre Pompidou, Paris 
(2008); A Stay Between Enclosure and Space at the Migros Museum of Zurich (2009); Tatiana 
Trouvé at the South London Gallery (2010); and Il grande ritratto, an extensive exhibition 
inspired by the title of Dino Buzzati's science fiction novel and conceived in response to the 
challenging architecture of the Kunsthaus Graz (2010). The travelling exhibition I tempi doppi 
was presented at Kunstmuseum Bonn, Museion Bolzano-Bozen and Kunsthalle Nürnberg 
(2014). The Longest Echo — L’écho le plus long at Mamco, Geneva inaugurated her first 
retrospective exhibition (2014). She has participated in major international group exhibitions 
including the Biennale di Venezia (2003 and 2007) and the 29th São Paulo Biennale (2010), and 
has been featured in shows at the Hayward Gallery in London (2010) and the Pinault 
Foundation Punta della Dogana in Venice (2011). 
 
 
VISITING THE EXHIBITION 
Named for the founder of Public Art Fund and New York City’s first Director of Cultural Affairs, 
Doris C. Freedman Plaza was home to one of the organization’s first exhibitions and has 
been the site of more than 60 installations since Public Art Fund’s founding in 1977.  
 
Location: southeast entrance to Central Park at the corner of 60th Street and 5th Avenue 
Dates: March 3 - August 30, 2015 
Hours: dawn to dusk, daily 
Subways: N, R, Q to 5th Avenue; 4, 5, 6 to 59th Street/Lexington Avenue 
 
 
SUPPORT 
Major support for this exhibition is provided by Gagosian Gallery and Johann König, Berlin. 
  
Generous additional support is provided by Jill & Peter Kraus, Billie Tsien & Tod Williams, and 
the Naomi Milgrom Foundation. 
 
Public Art Fund is a non-profit organization supported by contributions from individuals, 
foundations, corporations and, in part, with funds from government agencies, including the 
National Endowment for the Arts and New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in 
partnership with the City Council. 
 
Special thanks to the Office of the Mayor, Office of the Manhattan Borough President, 
Department of Cultural Affairs, Department of Parks & Recreation, and Central Park 
Conservancy. 
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ABOUT PUBLIC ART FUND 
Public Art Fund brings dynamic contemporary art to a broad audience in New York City by 
mounting ambitious free exhibitions of international scope and impact that offer the public 
powerful experiences with art and the urban environment.  
 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  
Kellie Honeycutt | 212.223.7810 | khoneycutt@publicartfund.org | PublicArtFund.org 
 
 
Image of the model: Tatiana Trouvé, Untitled, 2014. Metal, paint, wood, ink, oil, rope. 28.75 x 80.75 x 41.5 inches. 
Courtesy of the artist, Johann König Gallery, Berlin and Gagosian Gallery, New York. Photos: Laurent Edeline 
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