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MEDIA RELEASE 

Thursday, 11th June 2015     ***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE*** 

 

REDOT FINE ART GALLERY, Singapore, in collaboration with Tjungu Palya Arts presents: 

 

Exhibition Name : Mangkurpa (3) 

Exhibition Dates : Wednesday, 17th June till Saturday, 1st August 2015 

Opening Reception :  To Be Confirmed 

Location  : ReDot Fine Art Gallery, 140 Hill Street, #01-08, Singapore 179369 

 
ReDot Fine Art Gallery is honoured and excited to be able to release a stunning new body of works 

from the heart of the Modern Contemporary Indigenous Art movement.  Tjungu Palya is an artist-

run art centre, in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands in the far north west of 

South Australia and we will be re-opening our doors at our new site in the Old Hill Street Police 

Station with this stunning collection.   

 

With many of their artists being ‘first contact’ bush people, they retain strong cultural knowledge 

and a willingness to share what is appropriate to people of other cultures.  Promoting traditional 

arts practices while also encouraging new forms of artistic expression in the re-telling of the Tjukurpa 

(‘Dreaming’ - Law), the stories virtually leap off each canvas, begging the viewer to look more deeply 

for meaning and consequence.  

 

We will be hosting the first solo collaboration for three of their most collectable and exciting artists, 

in a show simply titled, Mangkurpa (3).  Maureen Baker, Beryl Jimmy and Tjampawa Stevens will 

for the first time come together to explore their sacred stories in their own very unique yet 

complimentary styles.  

 

As children, these now senior Tjungu Palya artists lived a traditional nomadic life travelling in small 

family groups.  Their traditional lifestyle continued until the 1930s, when desert people were 

migrated to Ernabella and Warburton missions, initially as a result of the assimilation policy of the 

day but also due to terrible drought and the atomic testing at Maralinga.   

 

The desire to return to their own country remained critical to the community elders throughout 

this time, and by the 1960s families began returning to their lands and establishing small remote 

settlements.  In spite of the interruption, the extreme remoteness of this area and the continued 

connection to the land has contributed to the maintenance of an Indigenous lifestyle rich in 

ceremonies and traditional observances. 

 

Tjungu Palya artists have powerful spiritual links to their country, and produce paintings that are 

exuberant and have highly individual compositions depicting their myth cycles embedded in the 

topography of the land.  Join us to be mesmerised by this latest journey through the Australian 

outback as we look at works by highly collectable master of the Modern Indigenous Art movement.  

Artists who are carrying the torch of this art movement forward with vigor and positive 

expectations despite the challenging times that lie ahead for these nomadic, cultural warriors! 

 

The exhibition begins on Wednesday, 17th June and runs until Saturday, 1st August 2015 by 

appointment only.  It is a must-see for anyone interested in following the recent developments of 

Indigenous art in Australia.   

 

For further information please contact Mandy Leong on +65 9232 6389. Email: 

mandy@redotgallery.com or check our website:  www.redotgallery.com 
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This exhibition is presented with the support and collaboration of: 

 

 
 

About ReDot Fine Art Gallery 

ReDot Fine Art Gallery is the first and only dedicated Indigenous art gallery in Singapore and Asia-Pacific.  Since 

2004 it has been the region's definitive source of high-quality Indigenous art for the casual art buyer and collector 

alike. Representing Australia’s most acclaimed and significant indigenous artists, ReDot ensures all works are 

ethically sourced from centres owned and run for the benefit of the Aboriginal people. 

Inherent in the enigmatic artworks is an exploration of a rich and diverse culture relatively unknown outside of the 

continent.  The disappearing nomadic lifestyle and encroaching westernisation, has stripped away much of the 

community fibre that has bound these people to their land.  Our goal is not only to provide Singapore with stunning 

and collectible artwork, but to ensure that the voice of the Aboriginal people endures to speak to future generations. 

About Tjungu Palya Arts 
In the past two years since its incorporation in 2006, Tjungu Palya has grown to be a dynamic and innovative 

community art centre. Located about 100kms south of Uluru (Ayres Rock), Nyapari is set at the base of the majestic 

Mann Ranges in the heart of country traditionally owned by the Pitjantjatjara people.  

 

Tjungu Palya is an Aboriginal owned and governed art enterprise, where 70% of sales income is returned to the 

artist and the remaining 30% reinvested in their art centre business. The art centre plays a vital economic role in the 

future sustainability of these small communities. It’s financial strength enables the artists to support community 

development through projects such as the ‘Thunderboys’ a local band of five young men all under 20, an aged care 

and lunch program, governance training and cultural maintenance. The motivation for building up the business of the 

art centre is to increase the capacity for Anangu to positively take control of their lives. The art centre also provides 

a framework for supporting the intergenerational transfer of knowledge. 

 

The artists have a deep connection to country, which is expressed with integrity, beauty and a bold creativity in the 

canvas paintings as traditional stories of the Ancestors journeys are retold.  Each painting depicts a fragment of a 

larger story, a living history where an ancestor was involved in creating country. These spirit men and women from 

the Tjukurpa are still living in this desert landscape and have an ongoing relationship with the desert people. 

Individuals have authority and ownership of this land and the associated sites and stories, and continue to care and 

manage the land as their ancestors have done. These links, both spiritual and physical, to the desert are integral to 

the well-being of Anangu. 

 

The senior artists paint continuously and believe that the transfer of traditional knowledge to the young is of upmost 

importance. It is not uncommon for four generations of one family to be gathered at the art centre, painting, singing 

and retelling the Tjukurpa. It is a hive of activity, of fun, of culture and creativity.  

 

ReDot Fine Art Gallery Upcoming Exhibition Schedule 

 

 Warlayirti Arts - Imelda (Yukenbarri) Gugaman Solo 05 August  till 12 September, 2015 

 Ninuku Arts - Group Show 16 September till 17 October, 2015 

 Erub Erwer Meta Arts - 3D Group Show 21 October  till 21 November, 2015 

 Papunya Tula Arts - Group Show 25 November till 31 December, 2015 

 

Website  : www.redotgallery.com 

 

Nearest MRT : Clarke Quay Station 

Map to Location : Click Here for Map 

 

Gallery Hours : Open Daily 12pm – 7pm  

   Public Holidays & All Other Times by Appointment 
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List of attached works: 

 
Maureen BAKER 

Title  : Ngayuku Mamaku Ngura (My Father’s Country) 

Medium  : Acrylic on Canvas 

Size  : 199 x 118cm 

Code  : 14-411 

 

 
Beryl JIMMY 

Title  : Nyangatja Watarru 

Medium  : Acrylic on Canvas 

Size  : 150 x 119cm 

Code  : 14-410 
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Tjampawa STEVENS 

Title  : Piltati 

Medium  : Acrylic on Canvas 

Size  : 150 x 120cm 

Code  : 15-059 

 

For high resolution images click on the link below, or contact us directly.  The images will be 

available until 1st August 2015 
 

http://www.redotgallery.com/press/TjunguPalya2015 

Username : press 

Password : redotgallery 
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