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Aleksandra Czerniawska, Anna Panek

Maciej Landsberg (photography)

Casual Painting

opening: 11 June 2015, 7 pm
breakfast with the artists: 11 July 2015, between noon and 2 pm
exhibition runs until 18 July 2015

In the spring of 2001, the Centre for Contemporary Art in Warsaw hosted a show of the famous Russian  
tandem Vitaly Komar and Alexander Melamid under the title  The People’s Choice. Most Wanted & Most  
Unwanted. The artists commissioned a poll in 14 countries to explore the aesthetic tastes of their people. 
The gathered statistical data was used later as the basis for paintings. Komar’s and Melamid’s initiative 
found a rather cynical way to question the choices of the majority of the society. However, it can also be  
understood to diagnose the estrangement of contemporary art from the people. The poll revealed that the 
majority of the surveyed participants preferred figurative paintings with deer in rut, blue sea and mountains.

The project that Aleksandra Czerniawska and Anna Panek initiated in 2014 seems to follow the concept of  
the two Russian artists, but it yields radically different results.

Czerniawska and Panek chose to question artistic  individualism by creating murals  that  embraced the 
tastes of the people who agreed to participate in their project. The artists were allowed into their apartments 
and could cover one of the walls with a painting. They also surveyed the participants’ aesthetic preferences  
in  painting.  As  opposed  to  Komar’s  and  Melamid’s  The  People’s  Choice,  the  choices  of  the  seven 
participants (families, couples, singles) concentrated on specific paintings, a group of mostly abstract works. 
Akin  to  the  Russian  experiment,  the  project  offered  the  possibility  to  talk  about  the  elementary  and 
individual preferences, for example, that a participant’s favourite colour is blue.

All conversations were recorded on film and appear in the exhibition as short video-portraits. The interviews 
show  that  the  people  enjoy  sharing  their  aesthetics  preferences  and  are  more  than  pleased  with 
opportunities to show their  fondness or disapproval.  The artists comment on the social  aspect  of  their  
project: “Building a relation with the participant, who also witnessed the making of the work, became an 
important element of the process. We wanted to examine the difference between working with a specific  
individual and working for an abstract audience. We were getting to know the people better; most of them 
were not professionally involved in arts. We took their opinions, impressions and choices seriously.” Yet, the 
artists warn against considering their  works as commissions, and describe them as their  own creative  
proposals of paintings on the walls of the participants’ houses.

Czerniawska and Panek’s activity is an attempt to renegotiate the principles of art practice. On the one 
hand, this situation refers to the classic scheme where the patron commissions the work from the artist, and 
therefore the work has to resonate with the patron’s expectations. On the other hand, the artists retain  
certain  autonomy,  because they do not  follow specific  expectations –  they attempt  to  reconstruct  and 
visualise  the  participant’s  aesthetic  taste.  The  work  marks  a  compromise  and  an  encounter  between 
individualities: the pair of artists (who also needed to negotiate creative solutions with each other) and the 
viewers-commissioners.  Czerniawska and Panek worked with the photographer Maciej  Landsberg, who 
documented  both  the  murals  and  the  participants  of  the  project  in  their  apartments.  Included  in  the 
exhibition,  this  documentation  reveals  the creative process behind works that  epitomise an agreement 
reached between both involved sides. A special feature of the project is a mural at lokal_30 – a surprise 
painting that portrays the artists’ vision of an ideal wall for the gallery team!
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Aleksandra Czerniawska (b. 1984) – artist, painter, and psychologist with links with Białystok and Warsaw; 
graduate of the Faculty of Painting of the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw (Studio of Prof. Leon Tarasewicz) 
and  the  Faculty  of  Psychology  of  the  University  of  Warsaw.  Awarded  the  national  scholarship  “Young 
Poland”, finalist of the Samsung Art Master contest and the Geppert Competition. Her works have been  
presented  at  the  CCA Ujazdowski  Castle  in  Warsaw,  Arsenał  Gallery  in  Białystok,  BWA Awangarda  in 
Wrocław, Atlas of Art Gallery in Łódź, among other venues. Lives and works in Warsaw.

Anna Panek (b. 1977) – painter, architect, graduate of the Faculty of Architecture of the Wrocław University 
of Technology and the Faculty of Painting of the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw (diploma from the studio of 
Prof. Leon Tarasewicz, diploma annex from the studio of Prof. Grzegorz Kowalski). Awarded the scholarship 
of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, finalist of the Samsung Art Master contest, scholar at the  
Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. Her works have been exhibited at the CCA Ujazdowski Castle in Warsaw, 
Zachęta National Gallery of Art, Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw. Lives and works in Warsaw.

Maciej Landsberg (b. 1980) – graduate of the Faculty of Multimedia Communication at the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Poznań, lecturer at the Academy of Photography in Warsaw, where he runs a studio of intermedia 
photography. Landsberg has participated in shows at the CCA Ujazdowski Castle, Stary Browar in Poznań, 
BWA Warszawa, Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw, and during the Krakow Photomonth Festival. Lives and 
works in Warsaw.


